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Kyoto  climate  talks 


flie  shadow 
over  our  world 
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UN  fuels 
row  over 
benefits 


David  Brimfle 
and  Anne  Perkins 


THE  Government 
was  delivered  a 
wounding  bln* 
on  the  eve  of  the 
crucial  vote  on 
benefit  cuts  for 
lone  parents  today  when  a 
United  Nations  report  de- 
scribed poverty  levels  in  Brit- 
ain as  “unacceptable”. 

According  to  the  UN  com- 
mittee on  economic,  social 
and  cultural  rights,  ministers 
have  linfiitwH  their  own  ability 
to  help  the  poor  and  vulnera- 
ble by  “self-imposed  budget- 
ary constraints”.  It  suggests 
the  Government  must  do 
more  to  help  disadvantaged 
groups  such  as  lone  parents. 

In  today's  vote  on  plans  to 
cut  allowances  to  new  claim- 
ants of  lone-parent  benefits, 
government  whips  are  braced 
for  about  a dozen  Labour  MPs 
to  defy  a three-line  whip  and 
vote  against  thte  changes. 

Another  handftil  of  Labour 
members,  including  some 
ministerial  aides,  are  ex- 
i to  abstain  in  what  win 
the  first  rebellion  of  the 
Blair  administration. 

The  UN  report  is  the  result 
of  a five-yearly  review  of  Brit- 
ain’s adherence  to  a 1376  inter- 
national covenant  an  rights, 
signed  by  133  countries. 

The  multi-national  commit- 
tee last  month  took  evidence 
from  the  Government  and 
other  organisations,  includ- 
ing a “poverty  coalition"  cff 
140  charities  and  welfare 
groups  led  by  Oxtom. 

In  its  report,  the  committee 
acknowledges  that  the  Labour 
government  Is  finding  its  feet 
and  welcomes  its  initiatives 
such  as  the  welfare- to-work 
programme,  the  planned 

national  minimum  wage  and 
work  on  strengthening  dis- 
abled people’s  rights. 

However,  it  goes  on  to  say 
that  it  found  it  difficult  to  see 
beyond  the  extensive  range  of 
policy  reviews  to  establish  ex- 
actly what  the  Government  is 
doing  and  whether  it  is  com- 
plying with  the  covenant. 
“Moreover,  it  became  clear 


from  fhp  examination  that 
wvmnmur  andsocialdhticul- 
ties  continue,  to  beeped  by 
some*- 


aflevitfte  ihepe  flflficnftles  -is 
Impaled  by' its  self-imposed 
bndg^ary  coatrai&fs,”  the 
report  says..  - . 

The . committee,  chaired  by 
aft  Australian  and  Inrimfing 
Russian,  Sfrarfoh^vGeringn, 
French  and  Jordanian.  mem- 
bers, also  sayg  ft  iS^cBstnrb- 
ii>g”  that  an  ^ estimated  mil- 
lion pensioners  are  not 
riaiintng  the  social  security 


benefits  they  are  entitled  to. 
Among  other  findinpt,  the 
committee  declares  Britain  to 


be  in  breach  of  the  covenant 
by  having  no  right  to  strike; 
expresses  “alarm”  at  the  high 
unemployment  rate  among 
Catholics  in  Northern  Ire- 
land; and  calls  fix*  HtirnaHValie 
action  to  stop  hospital  wait- 
ing times  worsening  further. 

Patricia  Feeney,  Qxfem  pol- 
icy adviser  who  addressed  the 
committee  cm  behalf  of  the 
poverty  coalition,  said  yester- 
day that  the  language  of 
report  was  “going  pretty  Car" 
in  terms  of  diplomacy 

“They  are  more  or  less  say- 
ing that  they  don't  fed  happy 
about  the  Government  accept- 
ing these  spending  limits 
when  there  are  quite  serious 
problems^  of  poverty  Jn  the 
ThWwfKInplnm." 

It  is  precisely  because  the 
Government  has  adopted  for 
^wo  years  the  draft  spending 
jiianS  inherited . frpjn  the 
that.  if^iS''  pusESbg 
with  the  cuts  next 
April  in  benefit  rates  for 
feturtiaMpments. 

The  cuts,  which  would  dock 
£JUJS  a week  from  the  child 
benefit  paid  to  all  lone 
150  a week! 
allowances' 
to  those  an  income  support  or 
jobseeker’s  allowance^  are  in- 
cluded in' the  Social  Security 
BUI  to'  be  voted  on  at  report 
stage  in  the  Commons. 

- Harriet  Harman,  Social  Se- 
curity Secretary,  was  last 
night  meeting  '‘any  back- 
bencher who  would  talk  to 
her”  in  an  ufh-hour  attempt 
to  keep  the  rebellion  to  a 
minimum.  Known  rebels 
were  claiming  at  least  20  defi- 
nite No  votes. 

To  add  to  the  Government’s 
embarrassment,  the  Tories 
will  back  them  in  the  vote  on 

an  amendment  to  the  benefit 
cuts  — first  proposed  by  the 
outgoing  Tory  government 
. WHLiam  Hague,,  the  Tory 
leader,  said:  “We  are  not 
afraid  of  supporting  the  Gov- 
ernment when  we  think  they 
are  right-” 


Uttana,  pave  8f  Hey 
HatterstoftpagaB 


An  adviser  for  ‘Wolsey’ 


Friend  from  the  Bar  put  in  charge 
of  clearing  away  banana  skins 


Clare  Dyer  , 

Correspondent 

THE  Lord  Chancellor, 

Lord  Irvine,  yesterday 

expanded  his 

becoming  the  first  hoWer  J 

SfiSWSSfig 

Smith,  will  take  anjncoine 
fropaf  around  fiSWW 
towork  for  bis  long-standing 
friend. 


«peri- 

ence  to  guide  a Uxd 
lor  accused  of 

Lord  Irvine  when  he  was  at 
the  Bar,  and  also  sees  him 
socially. 


An  sakb  “It’s  up  to 

the  Lord  Chancellor  whom  he 
appoints;  Mr  Hart  has  been  a 
supporter  of  the  Labour  Party 


became  a member  In  April 
1997-" 

Lord  Irvine  has  stepped  on 
a number  of  banana  skins  in 
recent  weeks,  and  was 

thought  to  be  soxtiy  in  need  of 

advice.  He  has  drawn  criti- 
cism for  going  ahead  with"  a 
lavish  refurbishment  of  his 
X^HTis-apartmem*  comparing 
himsdf  with  Cariinal  Wol- 
sey, and  interfering  with  an 

Army  decision  on  whetharto 
court-martial  a major  - who 
criticised  the  services’  atti- 
tude to  class.  * ; 

Eyebrbws  werfe  also  raised 
when  a member  of  his  flamer 
chambers  was  appointed 
“treasury  devil"  the  Govern- 
ment’s chief  mouthpiece  m 
the  dvRcourte.  Lord  Irvine  as 


also  deeply  unpopular  In  Cab- 
inet, where  coHeegues  find 
him  'high-handed. 

The  special  adviser’s  role 
ftupinries  an  element  of  spin- 
doctoring  or,  as  a Cabinet 
Office  document  puts  it,  “en- 
suring sensitive  political 
points  are  handled  property”. 

Mr  Hart,  who  at  57  is  the 
same  age  as  his  minister,  has 
■permanently  left  a partner- 
ship which  is  thought  to 
bring  its  senior  partners  an 
income  in  the  £300,000- 
£400,000  range.  Hie  has  taken 
toe  £78,4 M-a-year  special  ad- 
viser's job  for  an  indefinite 

to™-  . -i 

' a specialist  in  commercial 
property  development  and 
pbmning  lew,  he  has  had  a 
low  public  profile  and  lives  in 
TcUnyten  near  the  former 
heme  of  another  of  his  old 
friends,  the  Prime  Mluister, 
Tony  Blair. 

He  has  spent  - his  entire 
career  at  Herbert  Smith.  His 
leisure  activities  are  listed  in 

a law  guide  as  sheep  fenning 

in  wales  ami  talking- 


The  balloon  goes  up  — without  the  pilot 


Richard  Branson  watches  helplessly  as  his  Virgin  Global  Challenger  balloon wafts  away 
across  Morocco  after  a gust  of  wind  broke  it  free  of  its  moorings  and  blew  it  towards 
Algeria  before  his  xtnmd-the-world  record  attempt  even  got  off  the  ground 
Report,  page  3 photographs:  chas  breton  iaqw^  peter  MAcotAfflAOwkwi) 
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Climate 
talks  on 
verge  of 
collapse 


Puud  Brown  In  Kyoto 


THE  dimate  talks  in 
Japan  were  dose  to 
collapse  last  night 
with  negotiators  trad- 
ing Insults  and  any  deal  now 
certain  to  fell  weD  below  orig- 
inal expectations. 

The  United  States  and  Can- 
ada accused  the  European 
Union  of  intransigence  and 
John  Prescott,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  was  said  to 
have  had  harsh  words  with 
Stuart  Elzenstat  the  chief  US 
negotiator,  more  than  once. 

With  less  than  24  hours  be- 
fore talks  were  due  to  end.  the 
chairman  of  the  conference, 
Raul  Estrada,  produced  a list 
of  targets  for  greenhouse  gas 
reduction  by  all  the  developed 
countries. 

This  was  immediately 
rejected  by  the  EU.  Hie  list 
suggested  that  Japan  should 
reduce  emissions  by  4.5  per 
cent,  the  Americans  by  5 per 
cent,  and  EU  countries  by 
8 per  cent  Norway  and  Aus- 
tralia were  to  be  allowed  to 
increase  emissions  by  5 per 
ceDt 

Michael  Meacher,  the 
environment  minister,  said: 
“We  in  the  EU  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  reduce  our  emis- 
sions more  than  our  competi- 
tors. There  is  absolutely  no 
reason  for  it” 
Environmental  groups 
were  angered  by  a series  of 
American  proposals  which 
were  described  by  Mr  Pres- 
cott as  loopholes.  They  would, 
in  effect  allow  increases  in 
emissions  while  the  US  was 
claiming  to  make  cuts. 

The  most  important  of 
these  was  a plan  to  buy  so- 
called  hot  air  from  Russia  in  a 
carbon  dioxide  emissions 
trading  deal  between  Mos- 
cow, the  US,  Japan,  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 

Russian  carbon  dioxide 


emissions  have  plummeted 
since  economic  collapse, 
allowing  it  to  "save" 
3.7  billion  tonnes  of  the  gas. 
In  return  for  hard  currency, 
the  US  is  offering  to  buy  these 
notional  billions  of  tonnes 
saved  and  in  so  doing  would 
not  have  to  reduce  its  own 
emissions. 

These  ideas  enraged  the 
130-strong  G77  group  of  devel- 
oping countries  which  said  it 
would  refuse  to  sign  any  deal 
which  involved  the  US 
“cheating"  on  its  obligations. 

Mr  Prescott  said:  “We  will 
be  sitting  up  all  night  on  this 
to  get  a deal  but  we  want  to 
cut  out  the  loopholes,  and  get 
rid  of  the  hot  air  problems. 
We  would  rather  have  a small 
number,  a credible  target  that 
would  stand  up  to  scrutiny, 
than  a larger  number 
achieved  by  fiddling.” 

John  Gummer,  the  former 
environment  secretary,  who 
Is  a member  of  the  UK  delega- 
tion, accused  the  Americans 
of  dishonesty. 

“The  US  have  offered  noth- 
ing, and  have  come  here  with 
a wholly  inadequate  attitude 
and  now  they  are  offering 
something  which  is 
dishonest 

“Elzenstat  Is  a trade  negoti- 
ator who  has  been  sent  to  talk 
about  climate.  We  are  not 
talking  about  piddling  trade 
negotiations  over  the  price  of 
beans -here,  we  are  talking 
about  something  serious  — 
for  example  whether  Bangla- 
desh and  36  small  Inland 
states  disappear  below  the 
sea.  We  are  talking  about  the 
richest  nation  in  the  world 
playing  games  with  the  lives 
of  toe  poorest” 

Christine  Stewart,  the 
Canadian  environment  minis- 
ter, said:  "We  need  to  get  over 
EU  intransigence  on  this 
issue:  We  need  the  ability  to 
trade  carbon  around  the 
turn  to  page  3,  column  7 
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Dobbo  shows 
he’s  no  donkey 


Simon  Hoggart 


THE  Tories  have  decided 

that  Frank  Dobson,  the 

Health  Secretary,  is 
something  of  a dunce,  a figure 
of  fun.  They  tell  Frank  Dobson 
Jokes,  such  as  “How  many 
Frank  Dobsons  does  it  take  to 
change  a light  bulb?”  Answer: 
“None.  He  just  forms  a review 
body  entitled  'Coping  with 
Darkness  in  the  New  Brit- 
ain’." Actually.  I made  that 
one  up,  but  it's  the  kind  of  joke 
Tories  would  tell  if  they  could 
tell  jokes. 

But  they  are  wrong  about 
Mr  Dobson.  The  fact  that  he 
has  a beard  and  comes  from 
the  north  of  England  doesn’t 
make  him  stupid.  Yester- 
day he  saw  them  off  when  he 
described  to  the  Commons  his 
new  white  paper  on  the  Health 
Service.  This  is  designed  to 
get  rid  of  the  internal  market 
(Mrs  Thatcher  despised 
people,  such  as  doctors, 
nurses,  civil  servants  and 
teachers,  who  worked  for  less 
money  than  they  could  earn 
elsewhere.  She  hated  the  Idea 
of  public  service  for  its  own 
sake,  and  invented  market 
testing  and  league  tables  to 
punish  them  for  not  being 
richer.) 

Mr  Dobson’s  statement  was 
all  right  It  appeared  to  be  sin- 
cere and  well  thought 
through.  It  was  made  even 
more  convincing  by  the  foot 
that  he  has  a terrible  sore 
throat  so  that  every  sentence 
sounded  as  if  it  was  made  up  of 
his  dying  words. 

“We  will  abolish  the  inter- 
nal market  [wheeze]  Its  busi- 
ness culture  Is  at  odds  with 
the  ethos  of  the  NHS  and  those 
who  whirmrk-gurkkk  in  it 
...  we  will  end  Tgasp]  the  cul- 
ture of  secrecy  and  commer- 
cialisation [hack,  cough,  total 
phlegm  meltdown]”. 

Unnervingly,  towards  the 
end.  he  began  to  sound  like 
Tony  Blair.  “A  one  nation 
NHS  7 . . ^ new  NHS  based  on 
timeless  principles . . . the 
' best  for  jffl.  Quality  and  equal- 
ity! For  the  new  century." 


Verbs  were  being  binned 
and  sent  to  the  incinerator, 
like  the  off-cuts  from  plastic 
surgery.  Neat  Mr  Dobson  was 
raving  about  "excellence . . . 
benchmarked  for  quality  and 
efficiency . . . national  service 
frameworks . . . underpinning 
the  drive  for  quality".  He  was 
sounding  like  one  of  those 
American  management  gu- 
rus. Some  of  us  Dobbo  fans 
were  beginning  to  wonder 
what  had  happened. 

But  help  was  at  hand  John 
Maples,  the  Tory  spokesman, 
made  a churlish  little  res- 
ponse, basically  saying  that 
the  new  government  was 
merely  huDding  on  the  old 
Conservative  scheme. 

Then  he  made  his  fetal  mis- 
take. “There  Is  a touching  Old 
Labour  faith  in  co-operation 
and  goodwill.”  he  sneered. 

But  of  course  that’s  how 
people  remember  the  NHS.  Co- 
operation and  goodwill 
worked  rather  well — better 
than  nit-picking  accountancy 
ever  did.  Suddenly  Mr  Dobson 
returned  to  his  old  self, 
dropped  the  management  jar- 
gon and  even  popped  in  a few 


verbs.  “You  spoke  mockingly 
i chine  Old  Labour  faith 


of  a touching 
. . . well.ni  plead  guilty  to 
that.  And  most  doctors  and 
nurses  will  plead  guilty  to  that 
as  wen.” 

“For  most  people,  inmost 
parts  of  the  country,  for  most 
of  the  time,  the  NHS  is  doing  a 
damn  good  job.” 

Then  he  added:  'Teople 
work  better  together.  I know 
this  may  sound  a trifle  social- 
istic, but  it  happens  to  be 
true." 

Even  the  mention  of  the 
dread  S-word  could  not  rouse 
the  Tories.  They  were  a party 
lying  on  the  slab-  Virginia  Bot- 
tomley  managed  to  congratu- 
late herself  on  a job  well  done 
as  Health  Secretary . Roger 
Gale  accused  a “freemasonry 
between  GPs  and  some  con- 
sultants” which,  he  claimed, 
“mitigated  against  patients' 
requirements",  and  It  was 
Tories  who  wearily  corrected 
him,  “militate,  militate, " 
rather  like  Inspector  Morse 
reproving  Lewis. 

By  this  time  Mr  Dobson  was 
home.  One  or  two  Labour  lick- 
spittles rose  to  congratulate 
him  in  the  usual  florid  terms, 
but  he  ignored  them,  hardy 
deigning  to  rise  and  say  *T  am 
happy  to  agree”.  Then  he 
wheezed  a bit  more,  and  the  " 
Speaker  told  him  to  finish  ’ 
talking  and  rest  his  voice. 


Review 


Schubert  not  this 
pianist’s  forte 


Andrew  Clements 


RIHsuko  Uchida 

Royal  Festival  Hall 


WHENEVER  Schubert’s 
B flat  piano  sonata  is 
included  in  a recital, 
its  resigned,  reflective  mood 
seems  to  pervade  all  the  other 
works  placed  around  it  At  the 
Festival  Hall  last  night  it  was 
Bach  and  Chopin  that  Mitsuko 
Uchida  brought  into  the  orbit 
of  the  sonata,  and  her  ap- 
proach to  both  composers 
seemed  a mental  preparation 
for  the  rarefied  world  that  she 
was  to  enter  after  the  In tervaL 
That  was  both  a strength 
and  a Limiting  factor  in  the 
success  of  her  performances. 
In  such  a context  Uch  Ida’s 
playing  of  Bach’s  G minor 
English  Suite  had  precisely 
the  qualities  one  might  have 
expected  — sleek  Utheness  in 
the  Prelude,  a lingering  relish 
for  the  unexpected  passing 
chromaticisms  or  the  Sara- 
bands. But  there  was  little 
muscularity,  so  that  the 
slightly  breathless  quality  she 
brought  to  the  Courante 
seemed  out  of  pi  ace.  Yet  the 
way  she  can  shade  and  gently 
delineate  inner  voices,  al- 
ready demonstrated  in  the 
Suite,  paid  great  dividends  in 
her  choice  clutch  of  late  Cho- 
pin pieces. 

The  air  of  fragility  she 
brought  to  the  main  theme  of 
the  B major  Nocturne,  and  the 
way  in  which  she  guilelessly 
presented  the  opening  section 
of  its  E major  companion  in 
Op  S3  were  both  in  their  ways 
feats  of  ravishing  imagina- 


tion, though  the  rather  undif- 
ferentiated, almost  lumpish  1 
treatment  of  the  E major's  1 
central  section  was  curious,  as 
iT without  a pearly  melody  to 
shape  and  inflect,  her  playing 
was  casting  about  for  a natu- 
ral focus.  That  was  carried 
into  the  Pnlnnaisg-Fantaisie 
too;  hushed  restraint  in  the 
reflective  sections,  and  a 
beautifully  crafted  transition 
for  the  final  statement  of  the 
main  theme,  but  nothing  to 
offer  real  dramatic  contrast, 
no  grandeur  to  its  rhetorical 
moments,  no  clinching 
assertiveness. 


With  that  kind  of  prepara- 
tion, then,  the  Schubert  sonata 


when  it  did  arrive  was  almost 
predictable.  The  first  move- 
ment was  hymned  at  a lei- 
surely (almost  too  leisurely) 
pace;  the  bass  trills  and  the 
silences  were  not  so  much 
threats  from  another  world  as 
passing  punctuations  in  a 
seamless  act  of  contempla- 
tion. Without  that  slight  as- 
tringency , the  change  of  mood 
from  first  movement  to 
Adagio  was  hardly  noticeable. 

Though  Uchida’ s concen- 
tration was  complete — the 
performance  never  fettered 
nor  lost  Its  focus — the  music 
almost  became  becalmed  in 
re  verie,  and  for  all  her  charm 
and  fleetness  In  the  Scherzo, 
and  careful  pointing  of  the  epi- 
sodes in  the  final  Rondo  it 
could  never  really  take  wing 
in  the  way  that  comprehen- 
sive accounts  of  this  sonata — 
like  Alfred  Brendel’s  in  the 
same  hall  earlier  this  year — 
do  so  memorably. 

This  review  appeared  in 
later  editions  yesterday. 


‘We  will  end 
competition 
and  replace 
it  with  a 
new  duty  of 
partnership 
so  that  local 
health 
services 
pull 

together 
rather  than 
pull  apart’ 


- Frank  Dobson, 
Health  secretary 


am!  GP  surgeries  will  be  linked  by  computer  under  the  proposals  for  the  NHS,  enabling  instant  access  to  patient  records  and  test  results 


GPs  to  lead  Dobson’s  NHS 


White  paper  ‘a 
turning  point’ 


David  Brimfle,  Soda! 
Send  cos  Carr— pendant 


INISTERS  yes- 
terday won 
widespread  sup- 
port for  their 
NHS  white 
paper,  promising  to  modern- 
feethe  service  by  putting  fam- 
ily doctors  in  the  driving  seat 
of  changes  which  will  shift 
much  health  care  from  hospi- 
talto  community  services. 

Crucially.  GP  fundholders 
declared  they  would  not  op- 
pose the  proposals,  despite 
confirmation  that  ftmdhold- 
ing  in  its  present  form  would 
be  scrapped  within  16 
months. 

The  white  paper  appeared 
to  offer  something  for  afl.  Its 
dry,  technical  plans  for  re- 
structuring the  service  were 
spiced  by  the  addition  of  pop- 


ulist measures  which  suc- 
ceeded in  catching  early 
headlines. 


These  included:  confirma- 
tion of  the  setting-up  of  NHS 
Direct,  a 24-hour  telephone 
advice  service  to  be  staffed  by 
nurses  and  available  nation- 
ally from  2000;  plans  to  link 
all  hospitals  and  GP  surgeries 
by  computer,  enabling  instant 
a<ygg«  to  patient  records  and 
test  results;  and  a guarantee 
that  all  patients  with  sus- 
pected cancer  will  see  a’ 
specialist  within  two  weeks  of 
referral.  The  guarantee  win 
apply  to  suspected  breast  can- 
cer cases  by  April  1999  and 
other  cases  a year  later. 

The  structural  changes  will 
also  take  effect  in  April  1999. 
Under  these,  the  commission- 
ing of  health  care  will  be 
gradually  taken  over  by  “pri- 
mary care  groups”  led  by  GPs 
and  community  nurses,  pach' 


representing  communities  of 
about  100,000  people.  They 
will  replace  commissioning 
by  fundholders  and  health 
authorities. 

Annual  contracts  between 
fundholders  or  authorities 
and  NHS  trusts  will  be 
replaced  by  long-term  service 
agreements.  Two  new 
national  bodies — an  institute 
of  eiiniral  excellence  and  a 
health  improvement  commis- 
sion — will  aim  to  achieve  im- 
provements In  the  quality  and 
cost-effectiveness  of  care. 

- Freedom  of  referral  will  be 
■restored  to  GPs,  although  de- 
tails of  how  this  will  be 
achieved  remain  vague. 
'.-Frank  Dobson,  Health  Sec- 
retary, told  the  Commons  the 
white  paper  was  a turning 
point  for  the  health  service.  It 
would  mean  abolition  of  the 
internal  market  system,  in- 
troduced by  the  Conserva- 
tives in  1991,  which  had  “set 
doctor  against  doctor  and  hos- 
pital against  hospital". 

While  the  separation  of  the 
planning  and  provision  of 
health  care  would  remain, 


“we  will  end  competition  and 
replace  it  with  a new  statu- 
tory duty  of  partnership  so 


Main  points 


LZ-  Primary  care  groups,  led 
by  GPs,  to  take  over  com- 
missioning of  all  health 
care  except  specialist 
services 


Groups  to  develop  in 
four  stages,  ultimately  pro- 
viding community  health 
services  as  well  as  commis- 
sioning them 


□ GP  fimdholding  to  end  in 
April  1999 


□ Minimum  three-year 
agreements  between  groups 
and  NHS  trusts  to  replace 
annual  contracts 


□ National  institute  of  clin- 
ical excellence  to  be  set  up 
to  spread  best  practice 


C Commission  for  health 
improvement  to  be  estab- 
lished to  check  on  services 
and  intervene  where  sys- 
tem is  failing 


that  local  health  services  pull 
together  rather  than  pull 
apart”. 

Mr  Dobson  confirmed  that 
he  expected  the  changes  to 
realise  £1  billion  cumulative 
savings  in  red-tape  costs  by 
the  next  general  election. 

John  Maples,  Tory  shadow 
health  secretary,  welcomed 
what  he  described  as  reten- 
tion of  many  of  the  principles 
of  the  internal  market  Bat  he 
said  the  primary  care  groups 
must  be  allowed  to  devolve 
budgets  to  Individual  GP 


practices,  as  with  current 
ftmdboldiizg.  “if  your  com- 
missioning groups  do  not 
have  the  same  powers,  they 
will  not  achieve  the  same 
results  or  the  better  ones  you 
aspire  to."  Mr  Maples  told  Mr 
Dobson. 

FUndhoIders,  who  make  up 
58  per  cent  of  all  GPs.  are 
likely  to  be  mollified  by  refer- 
ence in  the  white  paper  to 
groups  having  freedom  to 
agree  “practice-level  incentive 
arrangements”  linked  to  "in- 
dicative” individual  budgets. 


Rhidian  Morris,  chairman 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Fundholding  Practices,  said 
he  could  not  see  how  the  sys- 
tem would  work  without  bud- 
gets being  devolved.  But  be 
added:  "We  are  looking  to  try 
to  make  it  work.  We  are  not 
going  to  be  destructive.** 

There  was  an  enthusiastic 
reception  for  the  white  paper 
from  NHS  interest  groups. 

Stephen  Thornton,  chief 
executive  of  the  NHS  Confed- 
eration. which  represents 
health  authorities  and  trusts, 
said  the  plans  were  “very, 
positive  and. quite  exciting’*. 

Christine  Hancock,  general 
secretary  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Nursing,  said: 
"Removing  the  worst  ex- 
cesses of  the  internal  market 
should  end  fragmentation  of 
services." 

Karen  Caines,  director  of 
the  Institute  of  Health  Ser- 
vices Management,  called  the 
proposals  “brave  and  imagi- 
native'*. However,  she 
warned:  “Reconciling  the 
public  to  fewer  hospitals  will 
be  a difficult  political  task.” 
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Leader  comment, 
NHS  la  not  dead  ye*. 


Act  to  lift  veil  of  secrecy 


Plans  for  greater  public  access 
to  official  documents  leaked 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 


local 

authorities  and 
quangos  will  be 
forced  to  release 
official  documents  on  the 
orders  of  an  independent 
commissioner  — with  dis- 
putes determined  by  the 
courts  — according  to  the 
long-awaited  white  paper  on  a 
Freedom  of  Information  (FoJ) 
Act,  due  to  be  published 
tomorrow. 

The  Government  proposes 
to  make  it  a criminal  offence 
to  stared  documents  requested 
by  outsiders,  including  the 
media  and  public;  though  fhic 
will  be  difficult  to  police.  It 
also  supports  a limited  disclo- 
sure of  civil  servants'  advice 
to  ministers. 

Selected  details  of  the  white 
paper  were  leaked  yesterday 
in  an  apparent  attempt  to  put 
the  best  possible  light  on  the 
proposals,  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  protracted  argu- 
ments in  a Cabinet  committee 
chaired  by  Lord  Trying,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  David 
Clark,  the  minister  respon- 


sible for  open  government, 
and  Peter  Mandelson.  Minis- 
ter without  Portfolio. 

Yesterday's  leaks  were  pre- 
sented as  a victory  for  Mr 
Clark  against  ministers  — in- 
cluding Mr  Mandelson  — 
more  wary  of  a “right  to 
know"  of  the  land  in  place  for 
years  in  most  other  estab- 
lished democracies. 

Mr  Clark  apologised  in  the 
Commons  for  the  leak  after  it 
was  raised  as  a point  of  order 
by  Tory  backbencher  Sir  Pat- 
rick McCormack.  Mr  Clark 
denied  having  any  part  to 
play  in  the  leak  and  said  he 
would  “set  in  train"  an 
investigation. 

An  Fol  act  wffl  place  the 
onus  on  government  to  ex- 
plain why  information  should 
he  suppressed.  Currently, 
ministers  are  under  no  obli- 
gation to  release  details  about 
the  activities  ofWhitehalL 

Legislation  already  exists 
obliging  local  authorities  to 
release  information,  although 
loopholes  have  allowed  them 
to  get  round  the  letter  of  the 
law.  The  work  of  quangos  has 
also  been  shrouded  in 
secrecy. 


David  Clark:  apologised 
to  Commons  for  leak 


Tomorrow's  white  paper 
will  include  a series  of  exemp- 
tions to  disclosure,  including 
information  relating  to 
defence  and  foreign  policy. 

Some  of  these  exemptions 
will  be  subject  to  a harm  test, 
although  the  paper  is  under- 
stood to  propose  a blanket  ex- 
emption for  the  security  and 
intelligence  services,  includ- 
ing MIS. 

Information  deemed  to  be 
commercially  confidential 
will  also  be  exempt.  This 
could  mean  that  information 


about  government  contrac- 
tors, including  arms  compa- 
nies, and  privatised  public 
utilities,  win  be  outside  the 
scope  of  the  act 

Most  files  containing  civil 
servants’  advice  to  ministers 
will  remain  exempt  from  dis- 
closure to  protect  what  Jona- 
than Baume,  the  general  sec- 
retary of  the  First  Division 
Association  — which  repre- 
sents top  officials,  described 
yesterday  as  the  “policy  pro- 
cess”. However,  advice  — in- 
cluding facts  and  analysis  — 
supporting  and  explaining 
ministerial  actions  would  be 
disclosed  after  decisions  have 
been  taken. 

The  Information  Commis- 
sioner would  be  the  sale  ini- 
tial interpreter  erf  the  act  But 
appeals  against  his  derisions 
would  be  heard  by  the  courts. 
The  procedure  was  proposed 
by  Lord  Irvine  who  is  under- 
stood to  have  opposed  Mr 
Clark’s  suggestion  that  a 
Commons  committee  should 
be  the  final  arbiter. 

The  director  of  the  Cam- 
paign for  Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion. Maurice  Frankei.  said 
they  were  encouraged  by  the 
Government’s  plans. 

“From  what  we  have  heard 
it  has  the  makings  of  a good, 
set  of  proposals,"  he 
commented. 


Paris  tower  plan 
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Jon  Henley  hi  Paris 


GREENS  have  reacted 
with  horror  to  news 
that  the  centrepiece 
of  Paris’s  millennium  cele- 
bration plans  will  be  a 
tower  built  of  wood  from 
five  continents,  intended  to 
symbolise  man's  greatest 
contemporary  concern  — 
the  environment. 

“It’s  unbelievable,"  said 
Jacky  Bonnemains,  head  of 
the  influential  green  group 
Robin  des  Bote.  “Even  in 
France,  there  has  to  be  an- 
other way  of  saluting  the 
link  between  man  and  the 
environment  than  by  pillag- 
ing tropical  rainforests.” 

Da  Tour  de  la  Terre  will 
cost  an  estimated  £25  mil- 
lion. said  the  city's  mayor, 
Jean  Tiber!,  when  the  plans 
were  unveiled  yesterday. 

It  will  rise  660  feet  — 
about  two-thirds  the  height 
of  the  Eiffel  Tower —above 
the  city's  eastern  districts 
and  include  a 3.000-square 
yard  raised  platform  for  ex- 
hibitions, concerts,  restau- 
rants and  bars. 

"At  the  end  of  the  19th 
century,  the  human  adven- 


ture was  the  great  Indus- 
trial movement.  The  Eiffel 
Tower,  with  its  dazzling 
metal  architecture,  bore 
witness  to  the  world  of  Hie 
modernity  of  Paris,"  said 
MrTlberi. 

“In  the  21st  century, 
man’s  love  for  the  environ* 
ment  will  be  the  great  revo- 
lution. Paris  is  once  more 
asserting  its  modernity  by 
offering  the  world  the  Tour 
de  la  Terre,  a permanent 
reminder  of  its  message  to 
preserve  the  planet.  ” 

Mr  Bonnemains  did  not 
agree.  "There  is  nothing  in 
the  plans  about  a guarantee 
that  the  hardwood  will 
come  from  managed  for- 
ests," he  said.  “The  whole 
project  Is  so  tragically  mis- 
conceived It's  almost  laugh- 
able. Particularly  for 
France,  which  hardly 
the  best  ecological  record. 

“A  model  for  the  world? 
Our  campaign  to  block  this 
plan  starts  tomorrow." 

Paris  also  hopes  to  insti- 
tute three  international 
awards  for  individuals  and 
associations  “who  have 
done  exceptional  work  for 
nature,  the  earth  and  man- 
kind”, MrTlberi  said. 
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Branson’s  bad  balloon  day:  ‘I’m  gutted.  It  brought  atear 
to  my  eye.  Perhaps  the  Algerians  can  shoot  it  down’ 


Vhrnk  Cfnodhavy 
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Richard  branson 
vowed  yesterday  to 
cooticme  with  his  bid 
to  circle  the  world  to 
a balloon,  despite  suffering 

the  Ignominy  of  seeing  his 
giant  balloon  soar  Into  the 
sky  as  he  packed  his  bag  to 
prepare  for  the  world  record 
attempt 

Mr  Branson  claimed  that  a 
freak  gust  of  wind  led  to  the 
balloon  of  the  Virgin  Global 
Challenger  breaking  loose 
from  its  moorings  and  passen- 
ger capsule  as  it  was  being  in- 
flated near  Marrakesh, 
Morocco. 

As  the  helium  balloon 
soared  Into  the  African  sky 
over  the  desert  Mr  Branson 
was  packing  his  bag  in  his 
hotel  room,  ready  for  action 
to  a green  flight  salt 
Mr  Branson  said:  “I  was 


doing  my  final  packing  when 
I got  a call  to  say  it  had  gone. 
Obviously  I was  gutted.  It 
brought  a tear  to  my  eye. 
When  I first  heard  the  news  I 
thought  it  was  all  over,  but  I 
think  we  win  live  to  fight  an- 
other day  — if  not  this  year, 
then  definitely  next  year.” 

Mr  Branson,  who  was  ac- 
companied by  his  daughter 
Holly,  aged  16  and  son  Sam, 
age  12.  said  that  at  first  he 
thought  he  was  the  victim  of  a 
practical  joke. 

He  said:  "When  I looked  out 
of  the  window  I soon  realised 
it  was  true.  I could  see  it  out  I 
of  my  hotel  window  rising , 
very  quickly  and  realised 
somehow  or  other  I should  be  , 
with  it"  ; 

A spokesman  for  Mr  .Bran- 
son  said  last  night  that  the  ! 
£100,000  balloon  had  reached  I 
60rooo  feet  and  that  a plane  I 
had  been  up  to  film  iL  j 

Aircraft  to  the  region  have  i 


also  been  warned  of  the  rogue 
balloon,  which  is  almost 
twice  the  height  of  Nelson's 

Column  when  fully  inflated. 

As  the  balloon  headed  into 
Algeria,  Mr  Branson  rafted 
on  authorities  there  to  shoot 
it  down  with  a touch  of  com- 
passion, ^string  for  only  one 
bullet  to  be  used.  Mr  Branson 
said  last  night  "It's  gone  over 
to  Algerian  territory,  so  it's 
up  to  ttnwn  to  see  if  they  can 
help  us. 

"I  know  they  have  some 
kind  of  helicopter  gunships 
which  I think  they  may  he 
able  to  use.  I will  speak  to  the 
Algerian  president  personally 
if  that  win  help  and.  If  he  Is 
available  to  speak  to  me. 

“Of  course  we  only  want 
one  buffet,  not  a bail  of  them. 
We  also  want  to  emphasise 
that  it  Is  only  this  balloon 
that  needs  to  be  shot  down, 
not  any  other  one  that  may  be 
manned  and  be  trying  the 


round  the  world  record."  Five 
other  attempts  are  also  due 
over  the  coming  weeks.  Mr 
Branson  emphasised  last 
night  that  if  his  runaway  bal- 
loon could  not  be  recovered 
then  a new  one  could  be  built 
for  another  attempt  In 
January. 

The  giant  balloon  was  being 
inflated  at  a Marrakesh  mili- 
tary airbase,  scene  of  Mr 
Branson’s  previous  attempt 
to  fly  around  the  world  in  a 
balloon  in  January,  -when  the 
tycoon  was  forced  to  land 
after  18  hours  in  the  Algerian 
desert  , 

Virgin  spokesman  Will 
Whltehom  said  that  the  Vir- 
gin Challenger  balloon  took  i 
up  to  eight  hours  to  inflate, 
when  it  was  most  vulunerable 
to  sharp  gusts  of  wind. 

Mr  whiteborn  said  that  the  1 
runaway  balloon  was  likely  to  i 
descend  in  the  night  but  rise 
again  to  over  50.000ft  feet  dur- , 


tog  the  day,  as  the  tempera- 
ture rises. 

He  said:  "The  capsule  is  the 
expensive  part  of  the  project 
and  fortunately  that  is  still  on 
the  ground  and  undamaged. 
The  envelope  costs  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds,  but  it 
would  be  a practical  problem 
to  make  a new  one,  not  a fi- 
nancial problem." 

Mr  Branson  was  planning 
his  record  breaking  journey 
with  co-pilots  Alex  Ritchie 
and  Per  Lindstrand.  Their 
Journey  would  have  taken 
them  up  to  20  days  over  Alge- 
ria, Libya.  Egypt  Saudi  Ara- 
bia, Pakistan.  India,  Hong 
Kong,  southern  China,  over 
Japan,  across  America  and 
either  on  to  Britain  or  back  to 
Morocco. 

The  project  cost  £2J5  mil- 
lion, most  of  which  was  met 
by  corporate  sponsorship. 

As  Mr  Branson  licked  his 
wounds  he  remained  surpris- 


ingly opthnisitc  despite  the  I 
latest  addition  to  his  list  of! 
heroic  failures. 

As  his  runaway  balloon  I 
soared  over  the  Algerian  j 
skies  Mr  Branson  said:  "It  is 
the  last  great  aviation  chal- 1 
lenge  and  I still  want  to  do  iL 
“We’re  all  tremendously 

Upset  here,  but  trying  to  be  | 
positive.  We  all  know  that 
there  are  many  problems  | 
with  balloon  flights  ...  It  de- 
cided it  was  going  to  make  a i 
run  for  it  It  is  one  of  those  j 
things."  I 

Back  at  the  military'  air- : 
base,  from  where  the  balloon 
made  its  escape,  crowds  of 
Moroccans  who  had  been  in- ; 
vi ted  to  the  launch  began : 
arriving.  I 

They  stood  around  a large. . 
empty  area  looking  at  the 
space  where  the  inflated  bal- 1 
loon  should  have  been,  pre- 
paring for  its  record  breaking 
journey  around  the  world.  j 


Branson’s  pickles 


C 1986:  Branson’s  power- 
boat capsizes  during  trans- 
atlantic record  attempt. 

G 1987:  Branson  and  Per 
Lindstrand  are  forced  to 
ditch  their  balloon,  the  Vir- 
gin Atlantic  Flyer,  off  the 
coast  of  Ireland  following  a 
31 -hour  transatlantic  cross- 
ing. They  are  saved  in  a dar- 
ing sea  rescue  off  Ra  thlfn 
Island. 

□ 1989:  Branson  is  forced 
to  abort  a trip  across  the 
Pacific  25  minutes  before 
take-off  in  Japan  because  of 
frost  damage  to  the  balloon. 

□ 1989:  Branson’s  I80ft~ 
wide  balloon,  shaped  like  a 
flying  saucer,  lands  In  a 
Kent  field  following  an  at- 
tempt to  fly  it  for  the  whole 


day  over  London  as  an  April 

Fool’s  Joke. 

1 1991:  Branson  and  Lind- 
strand are  rescued  from  a 
remote  frozen  lake  In 
Yukon  Territory.  Canada, 
after  a record-breaking 
6,700- mile  balloon  trip 
across  the  Pacific. 

: i 1996:  Global  Challenger 
balloon  lake-ofT  abandoned 
due  to  bad  weather  In 
Morocco. 

1 January  1997:  Global 
Challenger  makes  emer- 
gency landing  In  Algeria 
just  -100  miles  and  18  hours 
Into  proposed  26.000- mile, 

1 R-day  trip  around  the 
globe.  Balloon  began  falling 
at  speeds  of  up  to  41ft  per 
second. 


Teddytubbies  — spot  the  difference 
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Teddybears: 

Bone  1969  (books),  1998 
(television). 

Family  members:  William 
(red),  Sara  (orange),  Louise 
(green),  Robert  (yellow), 
Charles  (black). 

Home:  No  8 Green  Street 
Bear  Bridge. 

Surrounded  by:  window 
boxes,  go-kari,  garden 
shed. 

Other  residents:  Fred  the 
dog.  Uncle  Jerome  the 
brown  bear,  bear 
neighbours,  bearftiends. 
Cuisine:  hot  cross  buns, 
pancakes,  Jelly  and  ice 
cream,  honey. 
Catchphr3$es:Ths 
Teddy  bear  Song,  which 
includes  the  line  “Come  and 
join  the  Teddybears’  day”. 
Sure  to  be  hummed  across 
the  nation  to  the  distraction 
of  parents. 

Tellytubbiess 

Bonn  March  1997. 

Family  members:  Tinky 
Wfnky,  Dipsy,  Lbs  Laa  and  . 
Po. 

Homes  Tellytubbytand,  over 
the  hill  and  far  away. 
Surrounded  by:  grassy 
hihocks,  weird  flowers,  baby 
sun,  the  windmill. 

Other  residents:  NooNoo 
the  vacuum  dernier, 
wabbits. 

Cuisine:  tubby  toast  tubby 
tustard. 

Catchphrases:  Uh-oh,  big 
hug,  eh -oh,  time  for  tubby 
bye-bye. 


’The  five  coiourftzl  Teddybears.  ITV  says  its  rivals  to  the  Teletabbies  are  ■a  family  of  cute  and  cuddly  characters  to  steal  the  hearts  of  young  viewers* 


Felt  set  to  fly  in  Tellytubbies  ratings  war 


ITV’s  Teddybears  square  up  in 
battle  for  children’s  affections 


Kamai  Ahmed 
Media  Correspondent 


THE  felt  win  fly.  Tele- 
tabbies.  the  cooing 
alien  Infants  who  have 
gripped  the  nation,  are 
about  to  foce  competition. 

Teddybears,  the  story  of  five 
colourful  bears,  will  be 
launched  on  January  5 by  ITV. 

Children  are  bound  to  be 
confUsed.  Not  only  are  the 
rivals'  names  similar,  but 
each  of  the  -bears  will  wear 
fur  suits  not  a million  miles 
away  from  the  felt  and  towel- 
ing dress  of  Tinky  Winky, 
Dipsy,  Laa  Laa  and  Po. 

Although  the  producers  of 
the  programme  denied  Teddy- 
bears  was  a direct  competitor 
to  the  BBC  programme, 
which  has  fundamentally  al- 
tered the  landscape  of  chil- 
dren’s television,  publicity 


material  for  the  programme 
makes  the  connection  clear. 

"Watch  out  Teletubbles! 
ITV  has  a brand  new  family 
of  cute  and  cuddly  characters 
to  steal  the  hearts  of  young 
I viewers,"  the  station's  winter 
schedule  says. 

ITV  executives,  have  long 
eyed  the  Teletubbies  with 
envy.  It  has  been  a huge  suc- 
cess for  the  BBC  and  has 
brought  in  millions  of  pounds 
in  spin-off  merchandising 
such  as  cuddly  toys,  videos 
and  a number  one  single. 

“Everyone  would  like  a slice 
of  what  Teletubbies  has 
achieved,"  said  one  producer 
of  children's  programmes. 
“The  problem  is  not  to  ape  It 
! too  closely  or  to  set  yourself  up 
as  some  kind  of  replacement 
“Because  then  if  you  are 
not  as  successful  as  Teletub- 
bies then  everyone  will  say 
you  are  a flop." 


The  Teddybear  pro- 
grammes are  based  on  the 
books  of  Susanna  Gretz  and 
Alison  Sage,  the  American 
and  British  authors  who  have 
been  writing  successfully  for 
children  for  nearly  30  years. 

Ms  Gretz,  aged  60,  said  she 
was  delighted  the  books  were 
to  be  made  into  a television 
programme  and  was  consider- 
ing writing  some  new  stories. 
The  last  Teddybears  book  was 
published  in  I9S0. 

Ms  Gretz  and  Ms  Sage  have 
written  15  Teddybear  titles 
which  have  been  translated 
into  French,  German.  Swed- ! 
Ish  and  Danish  and  have  sold 
mare  than  l million  copies  in 
Britain. 

“We  deal  with  simple  issues 
like  getting  lost  or  going  on  a 
train,  something  that  every 
fhiid  can  understand,”  Ms 1 
Gretz  said. 

United  Film  and  Television, 
which  is  making  the  first  13 
Teddybear  programmes  for 
ITV,  said  the  series  was 
aimed  at  older  children  and 
would  have  developed  story- 


lines and  structured  language 
rather  than  the  collection  of 
*’eh-ohs”  and  "tubby  tus- 
tards"  that  characterise  life 
In  Teletubbyland. 

ITV  said  it  had  brought  in 
educational  consultants  to  try 
to  avoid  some  of  controver- 
sies suffered  by  the  BBC. 

“Teletubbies  seems  to  be 
aimed  at  children  at  any  age 
from  the  unborn  foetus,"  said 
Richard  Morss,  controller  of 
children's  programmes  at  UFT. 

The  five  Teddybears  will  be 
easily  distinguishable:  Wil- 

liam (big  eater,  bright  red 
suit)  is  joined  by  Sara  (the  or- 
ganiser, orange  suit),  Louise 
(the  joker,  bright  green  suit), 
Robert  (an  avid  collector,  daz- 
zling yellow  suit)  and  Charles 
(the  bookworm,  hence  sober 
bLatik  suit). 

“It  won’t  all  be  happiness 
and  laughter  like  it  is  in  Tele- 
tub by  land,”  Mr  Morss  said. 

“They  can  get  grumpy  and 
cross  with  each  other,  just 
1 UkP  fhtMrwi  do." 


Wm 


Teletubbies:  number  one  with  children  and  in  the  pop  charts 
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Labour  rallies  as 
Tories  savage 
Robinson  for 
tax  ‘hypocrisy’ 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 

Tservatives  last  night  de- 
manded that  Geoffrey 
Robinson  should  justify 
his  complex  financial  affairs 
or  step  down  as  Paymaster 
General  on  the  grounds  of 
“hypocrisy,  conflict  of  inter- 
ests and  of  being  economical 
with  the  truth". 

In  the  wake  of  the  embat- 
tled Treasury  minister’s 
threat  of  legal  action  against 
two  Sunday  newspapers, 
senior  members  of  Tony 
Blair's  Cabinet  joined  the 
Prime  Minister  in  defending 
their  colleague. 

The  shadow  Chancellor, 
Peter  LiHey,  issued  a fresh 
statement  claiming  that  Mr 
Robinson’s  overnight  expla- 
nation “raises  more  questions 
than  it  answers".  He  renewed 
his  earlier  demand  for  clarifi- 
cation and  asked  for  more  de- 
tails over  the  identity  of  those 
involved  in  the  decision  to 
shift  £3  million  worth  of 
shares  in  TransTec  — Mr 
Robinson’s  engineering  firm 
— the  day  before  the  election. 

“Geoffrey  Robinson 
I remains  vulnerable  to  our 
three  charges  of  hypocrisy, 
conflict  of  interests  and  of 
being  economical  with  the 
l truth.  He  must  stop  issuing 
gagging  orders  and  start  an- 
swering some  straight  ques- 
tions," said  Mr  Lilley. 

In  a television  interview 
the  shadow  Chancellor 
linked  the  affair,  widely  seen 
as  a Tory  payback  for  pre- 
election sleaze  campaigns  by 
Labour,  with  Gordon 
Brown's  campaign  to  close 
tax  loopholes  in  ofTshore 
places  such  as  the  Channel 
Islands,  where  the  Orion 
Trust  was  established  for  Mr 
Robinson’s  family  by  his  pat- 
ron, the  late  Josca , 
Bourgeois. 

"Before  the  election,  Gor- 
don Brown  said  he  would  not  | 
allow  millionaires  tax  relief  , 
in  offshore  tax  havens.  We  I 


subsequently  found  Geoffrey 
Robinson  had  a trust  in 
Guernsey.  That  is  basically  in 
conflict  with  government  pol- 
icy. He  should  either  repatri- 
ate those  assets  to  the  UK  or 
explain  how  it  is  compatible 
fora  minister  to  be  sheltering 
assets  offshore  at  a time  when 
Mr  Robinson  himself  was 
removing  tax  relief  on  sav- 
ings schemes  like  Tessas  and 
Peps." 

The  latest  Tory  and  media 
assaults  on  Mr  Robinson  — 
denounced  as  "outrageous 
calumnies"  yesterday  by  Jack 
Straw  and  as  “sanctimonious 
shouts  of  hypocrisy"  by  Ken 
Livingstone  — have  arisen 
because  of  Mr  Robinson's 
shift  of  savings  policy  an- 
nounced last  week.  Some 
Labour  MPs  and  ministers 
are  unhappy  with  the  policy. 
and  even  some  sympathisers 
with  Mr  Robinson’s  plight  be- 
lieve it  would  be  awkward  for 
him  to  stay  in  the  Treasury  if 
the  Chancellor  takes  aggres- 
sive action  against  offshore 
tax  havens. 

Mr  Livingstone,  who  suf- 
fered news-media  investiga- 
tion of  his  tax -efficient  fi- 
nances three  years  ago  (he 
diverted  the  proceeds  of  a Red 
Leicester  cheese  commercial 
to  finance  his  political  cam- 
paigns), defended  legal  tax 
avoidance. 

*T  don’t  know  anyone  to 
Britain  who  pays  a penny 
more  in  taxes  than  they  have 
to;  I certainly  don’t.  If  the 
Labour  government  changes 
the  law,  Geoffrey  will  be  the 
j first  person  to  comply  with 
it,"  he  said  on  Radio  4. 

The  Liberal  Democrats' 
Treasury  spokesman.  Mal- 
colm Bruce,  made  a mischie- 
vous intervention  when  he 
suggested  that  Mr  Brown 
should  "close  this  tax  loop- 
hole immediately.  The 
money  raised  could  almost 
certainly  allow  the  Govern- 
ment to  avoid  the  cut  in  lone 
parent  benefits.  Two  birds 
can  be  killed  with  one 
stone". 


Climate  talks  on  verge  of  collapse 


continued  from  page  1 
world.  We  accept  that  domes- 
tic efforts  are  also  required 
and  safeguards  must  be  built 
in." 

Nick  Mabey  of  the  World 
Wide  Fund  for  Nature  said: 
“One  has  to  question  whether 
the  Americans  have  really 
come  here  in  good  faith.  They 
have  come  up  with  outra- 
geous proposals,  which  seem 
calculated  to  create  failure, 


which  they  are  trying  to  pin 
on  theBV." 

Greenpeace  International 
said  any  deal  concluded  on 
the  current  proposals  would 
lack  credibility.  Their  spokes- 
man said:  “As  U stands  now, 
overall  greenhouse  gas  emis- 
sions will  rise  at  a time  when 
the  world  urgently  needs  deep 
cuts  in  emissions.  The  draft  is 
so  frill  of  loopholes  it  looks 
like  a Swiss  cheese.” 


Boxing  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day. 
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Ginger 


over  coup 
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SURGEON®  must  civc 
patients  more  exten- 
sive - Information 
about  tht-rtek*  and 
aUMflbcts  of  operettas  than 
the  law  compels  them  to  pro- 
vide, and  pettiest*  cannot  be 
used  as  “guinea  pigs"  in  nee 
procedures,  the  ruling  surgi- 
cal body  said  yesterday. 

The  Senate  at  Surgery  et 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has 
drawn  up  a new  ethical  hand- 
book for  surgeons  which 
stresses  the  need  Cor  frilly  in- 
formed consent  before  opera- 
tions are  carried  out. 

It  calls  for  surgeons  to  go 
beyond  what  is  legally 
required  and  give  the  infor- 
mation that  a reasonable  per- 
son wonld  want  to  know. 

At  the  moment  doctors  are 
only  obliged  to  provide  Infor- 
mation that  a body  of  doctors 
thinks  is  proper  to  give  to 
patients. 

The  law  on  the  disclosure  of 
risk  was  set  by  a landmark 
case  in  die  1960s  involving 
Anne  Siddaway,  who  sued  for 
negligence  because  she  was 
not  told  that  an  operation  on 
her  spine  carried  a 1 to  2 per 
cent  chance  of  causing  paraly- 
sis. 

She  lost  the  case,  because  a 
body  of  surgeons  said  that 
under  similar  circumstances 
they  would  not  have  men- 
tioned the  risk. 

The  new  guidance  says  that 
patients  should  be  told  about 
the  nature  of  their  condition, 
together  with  the  purpose, 
prognosis,  common  side-ef- 
fects and  significant  risks  of , 
any  proposed  surgical  treat- 
ment They  should  also  be  i 
told  of  alternative  non-surgi- 
cal  treatments  If  these  exist, 
and  the  consequences  of  no 
treatment 

The  handbook  states:  'This 
information  should  be  pro- 
vided in  the  detail  required 
by  a reasonable  person  in  the  ; 


circumstance*  of  the  padnot 
to  male*  a relevant  and  ft* 
formed  Judgment" 

Patients  should  ho.  told  if 
there  was  risk  of  the  tat  oT 
movement,  the  extant  of  soar- 
ring,  and  the  social  «Ufr 
quextees  of  some  ^rocadmee, 

suchascok*iomyop*raifco*. 

The  guidance  strew*  that 
for  surgery  to  be  wvxwwfol 
there  needs  to  be  a ralapota- 
abip  of  trust  and  aonfldftpm 
between  surgeon*  and  . pa- 
tients. "To  achieve  tfaSa  amv 
geons  moat  be  sensitive  to  the 
vulnerability  of  patients  and 
respect  their  human  dignity 
— their  ability  and  righito 
plan  their  own  future.  - 

“Morally,  therefore,  sur- 
geons should  always  act 
toward  patients  In  * way  in 
which  they  would  wish  other 
surgeons  to  treat  them,  their 
families  and  friends." 

The  handbook  says  that  pa- 
tients cannot  be  used  as 
guinea  pigs  in  research  un- 
less they  have  gfoa  their 
folly- Informed  consent,  and 
that  new  procedures  should 
| not  be  widely  applied  in  rou- 
tine practice  until  they  have 
been  property  evaluated  in 
cUnclsl  trials. 

The  guidance  says  Junior 
doctors  should  be  protected  if 
they  “whistle-blow"  on  In- 
competent or  dangerous 
senior  surgeons,  and  that  sur- 
geons have  a duty  to  protest 
to  managers  if  Atcilltiaa  such 
as  operating  theatres  oar  staff- 
ing levels,  are  so  poor  they 
are  jeopardising  patiant 
safety. 

Alan  Johnson,  professor  of 
surgery  at  Sheffield  universi- 
ty and  chairman  of  tha 
report’s  working  party,  said: 
“We  are  giving  patients  more 
opportunity  to  ask  questions 
and  they  won’t  be  fobbed  off  If 
they  ask  about  risks.  We  wHl 
answer  honestly. 

“Surgeons  must  respect  a' 
patient’s  wish  to  know  and 
not  say  *we  know  best*,  which 
was  the  old  paternalistic 
approach.” 


DJ  Chris  Evans  supping  bom  a Virgin  Radio  mag  yesterday  after  baying  the  station  for  seme  £8Qm  photograph:  wchael  oubthee 


Kama!  Ahmed 
—rnfta  Correspondent 


HE  HAD,  as  ever, 
cut  It  a little  fine. 
Chris  Evans,  the 
man  who  so  liked 
the  company  that 
he  bought  it,  arrived -three 
minutes  before  the  start  of 
his  breakfast  show  — declar- 
ing it  “a  very  good  day”. 

As  the  fallout  began  to 
settle  on  a remarkable  24 
hours  of  radio  business  his- 
tory, Evans  said  he  would 
now  start  planning  bow  to 
turn  Virgin  Radio  into  a 


player  significant  enough  to 
seriously  worry  the  BBC. 

“Although  this  is  disap- 
pointing news  for  Capital  it 
is  great  news  for  the  radio 
industry,”  said  one  radio' 
chief  executive.  “It  shows 
that  interesting  characters 
can  make  it  in  the  business.” 

Although  Evans’s  fortune 
in  assets  and  earnings  is  es- 
timated at  some  £50  million, 
his  Ginger  Media  Group  is 
not  yet  on  a par  with  big 
league  companies  such  as 
United  Media  or  Granada. 
But  radio  insiders  said  his 
coup  did  show  that  maver- 
icks could  get  business  back- 


ing. Richard  Branson,  Vir- 
gin Radio’s  owner,  admitted 
it  was  Evans’s  unpredictable 
streak  which  had  attracted 
him. 

As  usual  Evans  used  his 
breakfast  show  to  fill  in 
some  of  the  details  of  his  au- 
dacious bid  for  Virgin  Radio, 
which  scuppered  Capital’s 
plans  to  take  over  the 
station. 

“A  couple  of  months  ago  we 
talked  about  the  feet  that  we 
were  going  to  buy  a radio 
station,”  he  said.  “People 
thought  we  were  joking.  We 
weren’t  joking  and  we  bought 
it  and  we  are  going  to  look 


after  it,  I promise.” 

In  his  excitement  he  also 
chanted  ‘Tm  the  boss,  I'm  the 
boss”  at  regular  intervals. 

Evans  said  the  deal  was 
signed  on  Saturday  as  Bran- 
son, who  keeps  a 20  per  cent 
stake,  prepared  for  his  ill- 
feted  balloon  trip. 

“Now  we’re  like  MGM,  only 
bigger,”  he  enthused. 

After  his  three-hour  show 
he  said:  “We’re  going  all  out 
to  do  everything  we  canto  im- 
prove the  station.  New  talent 
is  very  important.  There  Is  a 
massive  lack  of  on-air  talent' 
on  TV  and  radio.” 

Claiming  that  controllers  of 


other  radio  stations  were  “out 
of  touch”,  and  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  Wnd  suitable  new  pre- 
senters, he  said:  “So  it's  up  to 
me  while  I'm  still  young 
enough,  because  when  I am  40 
I won't  know  who  the  ‘in* 
people  are  either.” 

His  plans  Include  a national 
FM  frequency  to  improve 
reception  and  a move  into  the 
digital  market  to  allow  broad- 
cast music  of  CD  quality. 

Capital's  first  inkling  that 
their  deal  had  been  rejected 
came  at  3.30pm  on  Monday 
when  a letter  from  Branson 
was  delivered  by  hand  to  its 
London  headquarters.  Bran- 


son wrote  that  because  of  con- 
tinuing uncertainty  over  the 
Capital  offer  he  had  decided 
to  do  a deal  with  Evans. 

“Clearly  we  are  surprised 
and  disappointed.”  said  Capi- 
tal chief  executive  David 
Mansfield,  in  a statement  to 
The  Stock  'Ryrhangp. 

The  Capital  bid,  announced 
in  May,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Committee,  whose  report  to 
the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  was  delivered  mi 
Thursday.  A DTI  spokesman 
said  it  would  still  be  pub- 
lished, probably  in  the  new 
I year. 


Claims  of  cancer 
in  meat  ‘wrong’ 


Rory  Can-oil 


THE  Advertising  Stan- 
dards Authority  has  up- 
held complaints  from  the 
meat  industry  that  the  Vege- 
tarian Society  wrongly 
claimed  eating  meat  caused 
cancer. 

The  advertisements  in  four 
national  newspapers,  which 
showed  close-up  photographs 
of  surgery  scars  for  breast, 
prostate  and  colon  cancer, 
were  also  deemed  to  be 
“shocking  and  unduly 
distressing”. 

The  monthly  report  from 
the  advertising  Industry 
watchdog,  published  today, 
accuses  tire  Vegetarian  Soci- 
ety of  exaggerating  the  link 
between  meat  and  cancer  and 
suggesting  that  a casual  link 
was  universally  accepted. 

Objections  from  the  Meat 
and  Livestock  Commission, 
the  National  Farmers’  Union 
and  the  Danish  Bacon  and 
Meat  Council  that  the  adver- 
tisements were  misleading 
were  accepted  on  the  grounds 
that  government  guidelines 
warned  only  of  increased  risk 
from  consuming  significant 
amounts  of  red  meat 
The  advertisements,  which 
appeared  last  October  in  the 
Guardian,  Daily  Telegraph, 
Evening  Standard  and  Ob- 
server, cannot  be  shown 

again 

Steve  Connor,  spokesman 


Police  say  TV  inquiry  put  drugs  officers  at  risk 


Controversy  rages  as  reporter 
signs  off  with  another  beating 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 

I TV’s  Cook  Report  went  out 
in  a blaze  of  controversy 
last  night  after  Bristol 
police  blamed  the  pro- 
gramme-makers for  wrecking 
a long  running  anti-drugs  op- 
eration and  putting  under- 
cover police  officers  at  risk. 

Less  than  a month  after  an- 
nouncing he  was  to  stop  pre- 
senting the  weekly  pro- 
gramme because  he  was  tired 
of  being  beaten  up,  foot-in- 
the-door  reporter  Roger  Cook 
suffered  yet  another  assault 
last  week  while  filming  al- 
leged drug  dealers  at  a cafe  in 
the  St  Paul’s  area  of  the  city. 


The  53-year-Md  journalist  Is 
said  to  have  suffered  bruised 
ribs  when  be  went  to  the  aid 
of  his  cameraman  who  was 
being  attacked  by  people  he 
bad  been  filming  for  the  pro- 
gramme Heroin  — an  All- 
Time  High. 

The  report  shown  on  ITV 
last  night  was  Cook’s  last  as- 
signment in  the  12-year-old 
series. 

Drugs  Investigators  in  Bris- 
tol are  fUrlous  about  the  inci- 
dent Officers  say  it  has  scup- 
pered an  eight-month 
operation  that  had  been  due 
to  come  to  a head  in  the 
weeks  before  Christmas. 

Avon  and  Somerset  police 
said  officers  were  aware  of 


the  history  of  drug  problems 
surrounding  the  cafe  in 
which  the  Cook  Report  team 
had  been  filming  and  that 
dealers  had  been  arrested. 

The  district  commander. 
Superintendent  David  War- 
ren, said  the  police  operation, 
targeting  known  drug  dealers 
in  the  St  Paul’s  area,  had  been 
running  since  May. 

It  had  resulted  in  17  arrests 
and  the  seizure  of  £50,000  of 
drugs  — mainly  heroin  and 
crack  cocaine. 

Superintendent  Warren 
said:  “It  is  very  disappointing 
that  just  as  an  operation  Is 
coming  to  a conclusion,  the 
Cook  Report  has,  in  the  Inter- 
est of  viewing  figures,  made  a 
programme  which  has  jeopar- 
, dised  not  only  the  operation, 
but  the  safety  of  undercover 
I officers  involved  in  it.” 

Police  said  the  assault  on 


the  Cook  Report  team  under- 
lined the  dangers  under 
which  the  undercover  officers 
were  working. 

They  said  that  the  period 
before  Christinas  was  tradi- 
tionally a time  of  heightened 
tension  among  drug  dealers 
which  had  in  the  past 
resulted  in  shootings. 

•They  didn't  tell  us  they 
were  going  down  there.  If 
they  had  we  would  have  said 
it  was  not  a good  idea,”  said 
Avon  and  Somerset  police 
spokesman  Inspector  Keith 
Jones. 

“Mr  Cook  is  lucky  to  be 
alive  — people  who  mess 
around  with  drug  dealing 
have  been  shot  in  the  past 

“This  was  a continuing  op- 
eration to  catch  a main  of- 
fender which  has  now  been 
scuppered.  We  are  looking  at 
a particular  target  but  that  is 


finished  because  they  have 
gone  in  there  and  blown  it 
apart 

"We  are  obviously  not 
happy.  If  only  they  bad 
spoken  to  us  this  whole  epi- 
sode could  have  been  avoided 
and  we  would  have  obtained  a 
good  result  with  our 
operation.” 

But  yesterday  the  pro- 
gramme-makers rejected  sug- 
gestions that  they  had  be-, 
haved  irresponsibly,  and , 
Insisted  that  their  operations 
had  been  well  signalled  to  the 
police. 

‘The  Cook  Report  is  always 
happy  to  co-operate  with  the 
police  and  has  done  so  on , 
countless  occasions,"  a 
spokesman  said. 

"The  programme  would 
never  knowingly  compromise 
police  operations  or  the  safety 
of  individuals.” 


Roger  Cook:  Went  to  the  aid 
of  his  camera  crew 


for  tile  Vegetarian  Sodtey, 
yesterday  said  fixture  public- 
ity campaigns  would  not  be 
softened  to  take  account  of 
the  judgment  only  the  latest 
incident  of  the  society  dash- 
ing with  the  ASA. 

Mr  Connor  added:  “They 
are  crippling  our  freedom  of 
speech.  We  are  not  being 
allowed  to  get  our  message 
across  thanks  to  the  ASA  giv- 
ing increasingly  bizarre  find- 
ings. Nothing  in  foe  adver- 
tisement was  factually 
incorrect  We  never  said  meal 
causes  cancer,  we  talked 
about  it  increasing  risk." 

Mr  Connor  also  rejected 
criticism  from  the  Breast 
Cancer  Campaign  that  the 
caption  beneath  the  photo- 
graphs of  scars  — “If  s much 
easier  to  cut  out  meat”  — im- 
plied cancer  victims  brought 
the  disease  on  themselves  by 
eating  meat 

Mr  Connor  said:  “We  never 
said  that  In  feet  we  had  an 
excellent  response  from  can- 
cer sufferers.  We  took  just 
under  3,000  calls  and  only  45 
were  negative.” 

Diametrically  different 
calls  from  cancer  sufferers  or 
relatives  upset  at  the  adver- 
tisements were  received  by 
the  Breast  Cancer  Campaign 
and  the  ASA 

An  ASA  spokesman  said 
there  had  been  enough  calls 
to  make  it  one  of  the  most 
controversial  recent 
advertisements.  . 


Three  tough  choices.  One  easy  call. 
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Parents  redeem  reputations  of  murdered  sons 


A,  :'K: 


Police 

regret 

over 


Peter  Hetfwrlngton 


POLICE  yesterday 
formally  apologised 
for  comments  made 
by  senior  officers 
during  an  investi- 
gation into  the  murders  of 
three  Sunderland  teenagers 
by  a homosexual  serial  wn«- 
after  a long  campaign  by 
parents  to  clear  the  names  of 
their  children. 

Outraged  by  suggestions 
from  a senior  detective  that 
their  sons  had  died  from 
drugs,  solvent  abuse  and  “ex- 
perimentation'' with  fire  In 
unconnected  incidents,  the 
parents  had  been  campaign- 
ing  for  Northumbria  police  to 
admit  that  officers  made  seri- 
ous mistakes. 

. Yesterday,  as  the  Police 
Complaints  .Authority  ruled 
that  officers  acted  in  good 
faith  while  acknowledging 
that  the  families  did  not 
receive  the  quality-  of  service 
they  deserved,  Noxthuxnbrla’s 
assistant  chief  constable, 
Alan  Oliver,  made  an  “un- 


equivocal apology"  to  the 
parents  for  statements  made 
by  officers. 

And  the  senior  officer  who 
initially  led  the  investigation 
into  the  murders,  almost  four 
years'  ago,  also  apologised  for 
making  "unbalanced" 
comments. 

Detective  Chief  Superinten- 
dent Barry  Stewart,  now 
retired,  added:  “I  have  chil- 
dren of  my  own  and  feel  very 
sorry  for  thfan,  but  at  the  end 
of  the  day  we  are  all  human 
and  make  mistakes." 

The  bodies  of  the  boys  — 
Thomas  Kelly,  aged  18,  and 
David  Hanson  and  David 
Grieff  both  15  — were  found 
in  burned-out  sheds,  or  hand- 
ings in  Sunderland  in  late 
1993  and  early  1994.  Cans  of 
lighter  fuel  and  glue  were 
found  heside  each  body. 

. .Police  initially  said  the 
teenagers  had  been  involved 
.In  fftue.  or  gas  sniffing  and 
had  -sA  fire  fo  the  buildings 
while  under  the  Influence  of 
solvents.  Parents,  convinced 
the  teenagers  had  . been  mur- 
dered, disputed  this  danm 


Stephen  Grieveson,  (top  left)  jailed  for  three  murders  and  (above)  the  allotments  where  David  GreifFs  body  was  found 

quiry  the  teenagers  had 
caused  their  own  death.  “The 
consequence  for  the  families 
was  not  only  were  they  cop- 
ing with  the  trauma  of  the 
death  of  their  sons  but  also, 
overnight,  their  boys  had 
been  stigmatised.” 

The  parents  received  the 
formal  apology  at  their  solici- 
tor's office.  David  Hanson's 
father,  Johffsaid:  “They  just 
said  they  were  very  sorry 
about  the  way  we  were 
treated.  They  said  they  did 
not  mishandle  the  case  but  we 
think  they  did.  All  the  fam- 
ilies think  that  The  police 
even  went  on  television  to  say 
this  terrible  craze  [glue  sniff- 
ing] had  to  stop.  We  have  had 
to  fight  to  get  where  we  are." 

In  a statement  last  night 
Northumbria  police  stressed 
that  the  PCA  investigation 
did  not  substantiate  allega- 
tions that  two  senior  officers, 
now  both  retired,  neglected 
their  duty  early  in  the  investi- 
gation. But  it  apologised  for 
lack  of  balance  in  comments 
which  caused  the  families 
“anguish  and  distress". 


Victim:  Thomas  Kelly 

Almost . a year  after  the 
badly  charred  body  of  foe 
first  victim,  Thomas  Kelly, 
was  found  in  an  allotment 
shed,  police  announced  they 
were  treating  all  the  deaths  as 
murder. 

In  February,  1996,  Steven 
Grieveson,  of  Sunderland, 
was  convicted  of  foe  murder 


Victim:  David  Hanson 

of  the  three  teenagers  and 
given  three  life  sentences  at 
Leeds  crown  court 
At  the  trial  it  was  disclosed 
that  DNA  evidence  of  a sex 
act  with  the.  third  victim, 
David  Grieff  provided  detec- 
tives with  foe  necessary  evi- 
dence to  charge  Grieveson 
with  murder.  He  had  earlier 


Victim:  David  Grieff 

only  been  charged  with  bur- 
glazy  and  arson.  But  later  fo- 
rensic evidence  found  that  all 
three  boys  had  been 
strangled. 

Yesterday,  at  a news  confer- 
ence, the  parents'  solicitor, 
Clare  Routledge,  said  it  was 
very  unfortunate  that  police 
publicly  stated  early  in  foe  in- 


News  in  brief 


German  search  for 
massacre  Briton 

THE  body  of  the  British  mother  murdered  in  the  Luxor  massa- 
cre may  have  been  buried  in  Germany,  coroner  Roger  Whitta- 
ker said  in  Halifax,  West  Yorkshire,  yesterday.  Interpol  has 
been  asked  to  retrieve  dental  records  from  Bonn. 

Karina  Turner.  24,  her  mother,  Joan,  and  her  daughter. 
Shaunnah,  five,  were  killed  when  gunmen  opened  fire  on 
visitors  to  the  ancient  monuments  near  the  Egyptian  city  Inst 
month.  But  a body  flown  back  to  Halifax,  West  Yorkshire,  was 
found  not  to  be  Karina. 

Mr  Whittaker  said:  “I  would  have  hoped  they  [foe  German 
authorities]  would  have  co-operaicd  without  the  need  for  a 
formal  written  request,  and  it  is  a great  pity  It  has  not 
materialised." 

Mrs  Joan  Turner’s  body  had  to  be  flown  from  Switzerland.  A 
funeral  for  oil  three  generations  of  the  family  has  been  delayed 
until  Karina's  body  is  found. 


Welsh  schools  still  lagging 

SCHOOLS  in  Wales  are  stfll  logging  behind  their  English  counter 
parts  even  though  they  have  coni  inued  to  close  the  gnp.  according 
to  new  figures  published  yesterday.  Welsh  Office  figures  show 
that  44  per  cent  of  15-year-olds  achieved  five  or  more  GCSEs  at 
grades  A*-C.  representing  a 2 per  cent  improvement  on  I99d 
Welsh  Office  education  minister  Peter  Haul  said:  “This  year's 
results  are  very  encouraging  and  show  that  we  are  moving  in  the 
right  direction.”  In  England  45  per  cent  of  15-yrar-uhls  gained  five 
or  more  GCSEs  at  A*-C.  And  86  per  cent  of  pupils  gained  five  or 
more  at  grades  A*-G  compared  with  80  per  cent  in  Wides.  — 
Rebecca  Smithers 


Foster  father  denies  murder 

THE  foster  father  of  murdered  schoolgirl  Bill  ksjo  Jenkins  yester- 
day denied  killing  ber  when  he  appeared  before  Judge  Richard 
Brown  at  Lewes  crown  court 
Former  deputy  head  teacher  Sion  Jenkins.  X),  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  murdering  13-year-old  BiliieJoal  foe  family  home  in 
Hastings,  East  Sussex. 


Singer  arrested 


SINGER  Shane  MacGownn  was  arrested  after  allegedly  throwing 
a microphone  stand  into  foe  crowd  at  a concert,  it  emerged 
yesterday.  The  former  Pogues  front  man  was  performing  at 
Liverpool  university  students'  union  in  front  of  more  than  7U0 
fens  on  Sunday  night.  MacGowan.  was  not  charged  and  has  been 
released  on  police  bail  pending  further  inquiries. 


Battle  for  Britannia 

THE  Royal  Yacht  Britannia  will  spend  its  retirement  on  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  or  moored  at  Leith,  near  Edinburgh,  it 
was  disclosed  last  night  Defence  Secretary  George  Robertson  will 
announce  the  shortlist  of  two  to  the  Commons  today.  But  it  is 
understood  that  an  11th- hour  bid  to  berth  Britannia  on  foe 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  Is  one  of  the  surprise  options,  it  would  be 
the  centrepiece  cf  a heritage  park.  The  second  option  is  to  berth 
Britannia  in  Leith  for  corporate  hospitality  and  state  (Unctions 
with  public  access  at  other  times. 


RAF  murderer  writes  on 

RAF  Regiment  Squadron  Leader  Nicholas  Tucker  is  to  have  his 
latest  military  history  book  published  while  he  is  serving  a life 
sentence  for  murdering  bis  wife.  The  46-year-old  officer  may  also 
complete  six  more  books  while  in  prison. 

Tucker  had  his  first  bode,  a catalogue  ofRAF  Regiment  gal- 
lantry awards,  published  in  September,  only  weeks  before  his 
conviction  at  Norwich  crown  court  He  has  completed  foe  manu- 
script of  his  second  book, a history  afRAFRegamentaward&glven 
for  bravery  cm  the  ground,  and  specialist  publisher  Brian  Pres- 
cott has  every  intention  cf  going  ahead  with  publication.  “It  is  a 
superb  piece  ^research,"  said  Mr  Prescott,  who  runs  Jade  . 
Publishing,  based  in  Uppermfll,  Oldham,  Lancashire. 


Law  ‘will  fuel  school  expulsions’ 


Council  chiefs  attack  plan  to  axe 
their  power  to  reinstate  pupils 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


THE  number  of  children 
expelled  from  state 
schools  will  rise  four- 
fold — producing  an 
explosion  of  crime  — as  a 
result  of  the  Government’s 
education  biff  Labour  local 
government  chiefs  warned 
lastidght. 

Councils  would  lose  their 
power  to  reinstate  pupils 
wrongly  excluded  by  head 
teachers  *»"d  school  govern- 
ing bodies,  said  Graham 
Lane,  education  chairman  of 
the  Local  Government  Associ- 
ation, alter  studying  the  bill, 
which  was  published  last 
week- 

"Tens  of  thousands  of  chil- 
dren who  ought  to  be  in 
school  will  end  up  on  the 


streets.  When  Tony  Blair 
launched  his  social  exclusion 
unit  an  Monday  he  said  he 
wanted  to.  cut  (town  truancy, 
hut  his  ministers  are  chang- 
ing foe  law  to  increase  exclu- 
sion . . . This  will  produce  cri- 
ses up  and  down  the  country 
like  the  one  at  the  Ridings 
school  in  BatifaT  last  year,” 
be  said. 

Local  education  authorities 
frequently  overrule  expul-, 
sums  if  officials  think  foe 
head  teacher  and  governing 
body  have  not  balanced  the 
needs  of  foe  child  against  the 
interests  of  other  pupils  in 
the  school. 

The  governors  can  contest 
this  at  an  appeals  panel,  but 
the  authority  is  entitled  to 
present  its  point  of  view.  Mr 
Lane  said  foe  councils-'  au- 
thority wonld  .be  removed  by 
the  Schools  Standards  and 


Framework  Bill,  although 
ministers  did  not  acknowl- 
edge this  when  they  pub- 
lished it  last  week. 

.The  Government  was  giv- 
ing ail  schools  foe  expulsion 
rights  available  only  to  the 
opted-out  grant-maintained 
schools. 

Mir  Lane  said:  “This  will  at 
least  quadruple  the  number,  of 
permanent  exclusions  from 

12.000  to  between  50,000  and 

60 .000  within  12  months. 

“It  will  also  increase  costs. 
Two  hours  of  out-of-school 
tuition  costs  as  much  as  a 
week  in  school  Places  in. 
pupil  referral  units  cost 
£10,000*12,000  a year.” 

Mr  Lane  called  for  a meet- 
ing with  education  ministers 
at  which  representatives  cf 
council  committees  for  educa- 
tion, social  services  and  foe 
police  could  explain  the  dire 
consequences. 

Estelle  Morris,  the  schools 
minister,  said  local  authori- 
ties were  losing  their  power 
to  intervene  against  expul- 


sions in  county  schools  be- 
cause the  Government 
wanted  a common  system 
throughout  foe  state  sector. 

“The  Government's  prior- 
ity is  to  avoid  exclusions  in 
the  first  place,”  she  said. 
“Our  approach  is  based  on 
early  intervention  rather 
than  mopping  up  after  exclu- 
sions have  occurred.  We 
look  forward  to  local  educa- 
tion authorities  and  schools 
working  together  to  develop 
policies  to  reduce 
exclusions.” 

The  proposals  were  wel- 
comed by  the  National 
Association  of  School- 
masters Union  cf  Women 
Teachers.  “We  see  no  reason 
why  a local  authority  should 
substitute  its  judgment  for 
that  of  a head  teacher  and 
governing  body. 

“If  they  have  taken  a deci- 
sion to  exclude  a youngster, 
that  has  been  done  for  seri- 
ous reasons.  By  overruling 
them  they  exacerbate  the 
problem.” 


Rare  insect  found 


gives 

science 

quite 

abuzz 


Thelttpterii  <lflft>fomia in this  ambers ring  bought at a Yorkshire fakpHorooBAPHanosapwiiiY 


RARE  40  million-year- 
i did  fly  has  been  found 
m ^preserved  in  an  amber 
ring  -bought,  by  a student 

for  £12  from  a fair-  

Catherine  White,  an  open 
University  earth 

student,  was  amazed  at  her 
find  acquired  at  an  alterna- 
tive hp«*Hng  fob:  in  Hkley, 
West  Yorkshire- 

The  fly  has  been  inentt- 
fl^by^denttets  at  Leeds 


university’s  School  of  Biol- 
ogy as  a member  of  the  Be- 


Xhe  school’s-  research 
l1if.y.wMa-nT  David  Blakeley, 
said1  It  would  have  lived 
about  40  million  years  ago, 

and  the  fly  and  amber  prob- 
ably came  from  the  Baltic 

area.  _ 

Talks  with  .the  Natural 
History  Museum  in  London 
have  established  that  there 


are  only  seven  known 
$pecies  belonging  to.  the 
family  ever  recorded  in 
amber. 

The  fly  found  in  Utley 
probably  came  from  the 
order  Xtiptera,  or  True  Flies, 
and  was  trapped  in  the 
amber  resin  which  pre- 
served It. 

the  ring  has  not  been  vei- 
ned, hot  experts  at  the  uni- 
versity said  It  could  have 


more  scientific  than  finan- 
cial value. 

Mrs  White,  aged  37,  from 
Bradford,  said;  "I  was 
shaking  when  1 first  real- 


ised what  it  was.  The  detail 
on  the  fly  Is  amaxing. 

“I  think  It’s  a lovely  ring 
and  am  pleased  that  so 
many  people  are  interested 
in  it  But  if  it's  as  rare  as 
the- experts  think,  X won’t 
be  wearing  it  any  more." 


University  of  Central  England 
waives  tuition  fees  for  students 


Rebecca  Smtthers 
Education  Correspondent 


J A UNIVERSITY  yesterday 
MW  broke  ranks  with  the 
jmeducatlonal  establish- 
ment by  becoming  the  first  to 
waive  tuition  fees  for  hun- 
dreds of  prospective  under- 
graduates applying  for 
selected  courses,  confirming 
fears  that  well-qualified  can- 
didates are  being  deterred  by 
the  new  policy. 

The  move  by  foe  University 
of  Central  England  in  Bir- 
mingham undermines  the  in- 
sistence by  ministers  that  foe 
threat  of  fees  and  the  phasing 
out  of  the  maintenance  grant 
next  year  will  not  reduce  the 
number  of  applicants  for 
higher  education. 

The  National  Union  of  Stu- 
dents warned  that  other  uni- 
versities were  bound  to  follow 
suit,  effectively  helping  the 
Government  by  covering  up 
the  slump  In  student  applica- 


tions and  storing  up  a “tick- 
ing timebomb"  of  funding 
problems  which  could  eventu- 
ally create  a financial  crisis. 

The  university  said  it  bad 
decided  to  waive  the  £1,000 
tuition  fee  which  will  be  pay- 
able for  the  first  time  next 
year  by  full-time  undergradu- 
ates where  the  family  income 
exceeds  a certain  level. 

The  waiver  will  apply  to  up 
to  750  students  starting 
degree  and  HND  courses  in 
engineering  and  the  built  en- 
vironment (Including  archi- 
tecture, quantity  surveying 
and  environmental  planning) 
next  year  anil  will  cost  the 
university  about  £350,000  a 
year. 

Peter  Knight,  its  vice-chan- 
cellor admitted  yesterday: 
"There  is  no  doubt  that  gov- 
ernment policies  are  putting 
off  some  students  and  we  are 
determined  to  do  whatever 
we  can  to  ameliorate  the  situ- 
ation. This  money  is  coming 
entirely  from  UCE's  own 


Flood  of  water  complaints 

reaches  record  levels 


David  Heneke 

Woitnihutwr  Correspondent 


CUSTOMERS’  complaints 
about  their  water  bills 
reached  a record  high  last 
year,  the  National  Audit 
Office  reveals  in  a report  pub- 
lished today. 

Some  15  million  out  of  21 
million  customers  in  England 
and  Wales  queried  their  hills, 
says  Parliament's  financial 
watchdog. 

“Many  n -cries  are  straight- 
forward transactions  and  are 
not  a sign  of  poor  service. 
Nevertheless  the  volume  of 
such  contacts  indicates  there 
might  be  a problem  with  foe 
service  provided,  or  that  stan- 
dards by  which  Oftrat  [the 
water  regulator]  judge  compa- 
nies' performance  might  not 
be  sufficiently  demanding," 
say  the  auditors. 

They  are  highly  critical  of 
Ofwafs  record,  pointing  out 
that  what  it  demands  from 
companies  faii«  below  what 
customers  expect 
David  Davis,  Tory  chair- 
man of  the  all-party  Com- 


mons public  accounts  com- 
mittee, said  last  night  that  he 
intended  to  call  the  regulator, 
Ian  Byatt,  “to  explain  himself*. 

“It  is  disturbing  to  note  that 
Ofwat  have  not  carried  out  a 
customer  satisfaction  survey 
since  1993.  Furthermore  five 
out  of  10  complainants  to  Of- 
wat are  not  satisfied  with  the 
outcome  of  their  complaint" 
Investigations  by  the  auditors 
show  the  water  industry  has 
poor  customer  relations  com- 
pared to  the  gas,  electricity, 
banking  and  insurance  indus- 
tries. It  has  the  lowest  propor- 
tion of  billing  queries 
answered  within  five  days  (90 
per  cent),  and  the  worst  re- 
cord in  answering  phone  in- 
quiries within  15  seconds  (75 
percent). 

Ofwat  also  has  a had  record 
for  protecting  the  public 
against  water  shortages. 


The  report  calls  for  an  inves- 
tigation into  why  so  many  cus- 
tomers are  querying  their 
biDs;  bettor  targets  for  improv- 
ing customer  services;  a new 
system  to  identify  customers  at 
risk  from  shortages;  and  reme- 
dial action  to  plug  leeks. 


foods.  We  believe  that  the 
country  needs  to  increase  its 
skilled  professionals  in  these 
areas  and  this  is  our 
contribution-" 

Mr  Knight  explained  that  at 
this  stage  in  the  application 
process,  student  aplications 
to  UCE  were  down  by  17  per 
cent  on  the  usual  level  at  this 
tune  of  year.  It  would  expect 
to  receive  about  16,000  appli- 
cations through  foe  universi- 
ty clearing  system  adminis- 
tered by  the  Universities  and 

Colleges  Admissions  Service 
but  had  received  only  4,814. 
He  said  the  new  policy  was  an 
extension  of  its  existing  pol- 
icy not  to  charge  fees  to  part- 
time  students  receiving  cer- 
tain benefits.  The 
Government  was  wrong  to 
“cherry  pick"  some  of  the 
proposals  from  the  original 
report  on  higher  education 
carried  out  by  Sir  Ron  D ear- 
ing. he  said. 

But  Douglas  Trainer,  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Union  of 


Students,  said:  “This  is  a sig- 
nificant development  as  it  is 
tile  first  time  a university 
vice-chancellor  has  admitted 
that  students  are  being  de- 
terred by  tuition  fees.  This  is 
not  a sustainable  position  fi- 
nancially. and  we  believe  that 
the  funding  shortfall  will  cre- 
ate a ticking  timebomb. 
Money  will  have  to  come  from 
somewhere,  and  we  fear  that 
the  first  casualties  will  be 
front-line  services  such  as 
teaching". 

Overall,  university  applica- 
tions through  GCAS  are  be- 
lieved to  be  down  by  around  B 
per  cent  on  the  same  time  last 
year,  although  the  official  ex- 
planation is  that  it  is  “too 
early”  to  attribute  the  fall  to 
the  levy  of  fees. 

The  Teaching  and  Higher 
Education  BDl.  which  will  in- 
troduce the  changes,  receives 
Its  second  reading  in  the 
House  of  Lords  tomorrow, 
when  peers  are  expected  to  be 
critical  of  the  measures. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 

Top  official  has  extra  powers  to  rein  in  hardliners 

West  gets  tough 
with  Bosnians 


Thm  Guardian  Wednesday  December  10  1397 


Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn 


THE  international  com- 
munity is  to 
strengthen  the  powers 
of  Its  top  oSicial  in 
Bosnia,  empowering  him  to 
impose  agreements  on  the 
three  parties  In  the  five-year 
conflict  and  sack  recalcitrant 
officials  trying  to  block  a 
durable  peace. 

Two  years  after  the  United 
States-brokered  Dayton  ac- 
cords brought  a fragile  peace 
to  the  Balkans,  the  interna- 
tional powers,  key  agencies 
operating  in  Bosnia  and  lead* 
ers  of  the  three  rival  parties 
gathered  in  Bonn  yesterday  to 
avert  a breakdown  in  the 
peace  process. 

A 44-page  document,  to  be 
adopted  today,  strengthens 
the  mandate  of  Carlos 
Westendorp.  the  interna- 
tional community's  high  rep- 
resentative in  Bosnia,  autho- 
rising him  to  get  tougher  with 
the  parties  seeking  to  wreck 
the  key  elements  of  a peace 
plan  that  aims  to  restore  a 
functioning  state. 

In  the  past  two  years,  the 
military  side  of  the  peace- 
keeping effort  has  been 
largely  successful  in  stopping 
the  bloodshed,  but  the  at- 
tempts to  nurture  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  entire  appara- 
tus of  a state  — from  police 
forces  and  government  de- 
partments to  central  banking 
— have  been  sabotaged  by  na- 
tionalist Serbs  and  Croats, 


and  by  Muslim  hardliners 
bent  on  Bosnia’s  final 
destruction. 

The  agreement  authorises 
Mr  Westendorp  to  take  “bind- 
ing decisions’*  on  “interim 
measures  to  take  effect  when 
parties  are  unable  to  reach 
agreement”  and  to  sack  or  pe- 
nalise recalcitrant  nationalist 
politicians  who  seek  to  under- 
mine common  governmental 
bodies  by  boycotting 
meetings. 

“We  agree  with  the  wisdom 
of  giving  Westendorp  the  au- 


What  other  cxxjrrtry 
in  modem  Europe 
can’t  agree  on  car 
licence  plates?’ 


thority  to  override  the  ob- 
structionism of  those  who 
want  to  block  the  full  imple- 
mentation of  Dayton,”  the  US 
deputy  secretary  of  state, 
Strobe  Talbott,  said. 

The  extra  powers  were  wel- 
comed by  President  Alija  Izet- 
begovic  of  Bosnia,  the  Muslim 
leader. 

But  the  hardline  Bosnian 
Serb  delegate,  Momcflo  Kra- 
jisnik, a key  ally  of  the  in- 
dicted war  criminal  Radovan 
Karadzic,  rejected  the  revised 
mandate  which  takes  Bosnia 
closer  to  becoming  a de  facto 
international  protectorate. 

Senior  Western  politicians 


repeatedly  voiced  frustration 
with  tbe  slow  progress 
towards  a democracy  based 
on  human  rights. 

"What  other  country  in 
modern  Europe  can't  reach 
agreement  on  the  size  and 
colour  of  its  car  licence 
plates?”  said  Robin  Cook. 
Britain's  Foreign  Secretary. 
"What  other  country  needs  an 
international  conference  to 
sort  it  out?" 

There  was  near  unanimity 
that  the  Nato-led  military 
force  would  need  to  stay  well 
beyond  its  scheduled  with- 
drawal date  next  June,  and 
the  Europeans  voiced  confi- 
dence fhwt  flip  Clinton  admin- 
istration would  overcome 
congressional  opposition  to  a 
continued  US  military 
presence. 

A row  over  the  south  Ser- 
bian region  of  Kosovo,  where 
the  large  ethnic  Albanian  ma- 
jority is  systematically  perse- 
cuted by  the  Serbian  regime, 
threatened  to  hijack  the  open- 
ing of  the  conference  by  Klaus 
winitri,  the  German  foreign 
minister. 

He  called  for  a “special 
status”  for  Kosovo  because  its 
incendiary  situation  could  de- 
stabilise the  entire  region. 

The  Serb  delegate,  Drago- 
mir  Vucicevic,  threatened  to 
walk  out  in  protest,  declaring 
Kosovo  to  be  a sovereign  in- 
ternal affair. 

Mr  Talbott  offered  fun  US 
support  for  the  German  posi- 
tion, aawting  the  interna- 
tional right  to  interfere. 


j&Hlfld  RfWnian  ttnmnn  protest  hi  Bmin  yfrCTuntoy  aplwst  the  indicted  Sprh  Itadcrs  Radovan  Karadzic  and  RatkQ  Mladic  PHOTOGRAPH:  HERMANN  KMPPOTT2 


Jospin  warns  bosses  not  to  fight  35-hour  week 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 


ON  THE  eve  of  today's 
government  announce- 
ment on  the  introduc- 
tion of  a 35-hour  working 
week,  the  French  prime  min- 
ister, Lionel  Jospin,  warned 
employers  to  drop  their 
threat  to  “destabilise*’  the 
Socialist-led  administration 
over  its  most  Important  piece 
of  legislation. 

Mr  Jospin’s  remarks  came 
only  hours  after  the  employ- 
ers’ leader,  Ernest-Antoine 
SeQliere,  called  on  bosses  to 
□lock  what  he  called  a “seri- 
ous economic  error”. 

The  government’s  case  was 
given  "a  bocstby  the  chairman' 
of  the  Japanese  car  firm 
Toyota,  Hiroshi  Okuda,  who 
yesterday  confirmed  the  com- 


pany's decision  to  set  up  a fac- 
tory in  northern  France 
where  work  schedules  would 
be  based  on  a 35-hour  week. 

The  reduction  of  the  pres- 
ent 39-hour  week,  introduced 
in  1981,  was  a central  plank  in 
Mr  Jospin's  general  election 
programme  in  the  spring. 
Today  the  cabinet  will  an- 
nounce a negotiation  time- 
table intended  to  introduce 
the  shorter  working  week  for 
most  firms  by  2000  in  an  at- 
tempt to  create  jobs.  Small 
companies  win  have  an  extra 
two  years  to  comply. 

With  the  political  right  in 
disarray,  the  most  powerful 
business  leaders  in  the  em- 
ployers’ council,  tbe  CNPF, 
have  taken  over  the  role  of 
tbe  opposition  and  promised 
to  wreck  the  government  if 
plans  go  ahead. 


After  earlier  talks  ended 
without  a solution,  the  coun- 
cil Changed  its  leadership, 
saying  the  legislation  was  so 
dangerous  that  employers 
needed  a “killer”  to  take  an 
Mr  Jospin  and  the  labour 
minister,  MarHne  Aubry. 


Ms  Aubry,  who  was  once  an 
executive  in  the  Fechiney 
heavy  industry  firm,  went  to 
Lyon  to  meet  750  employees 
and  admitted  that  there  was 
no  certainty  that  a shorter 
working  week  would  result  in 
more  jobs. 


With  3.5  million  jobless  we  have  no  right 
to  refuse  trying  a shorter  working  week’ 


The  war  of  words  has  in- 
tensified this  week.  Govern- 
ment ministers  sent  out  per- 
sonal appeals  to  thousands 
of  business  chiefs  while  em- 
ployers held  their  own  meet- 
ings toidaim  a 35-hour  week 
would  add  10  per  cent  to 
wage  bills  and  result  in 
layoffs. 


“We  have  all  failed  as  far 
as  unemployment  is  con- 
cerned,” she  said.  “When  we 
have  3.5  million  jobless,  we 
have  no  right  to  refuse  to  try 
a shorter  working  week.” 

She  will  hold  meetings  in 
big  centres  every  week  to 
convince  firms  that  the 
reform  is  necessary. 


Israel  blocks  Palestinian  census 


Jidian  Borger  In  Jerusalem 


PLANS  by  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority  to  con- 
duct a census  are  facing 
obstruction  by  Israel,  which 
yesterday  threatened  police 
action  to  prevent  the  Palestin- 
ian Central  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics from  carrying  out  its 
work  in  disputed  Arab  East 
Jerusalem. 

The  internationally  spon- 
sored headcount  and  social 
survey  has  been  four  years  In 
the  planning,  but  the  Israeli 
government  is  determined  to 
keep  the  statisticians  out  of 


East  Jerusalem.  It  says  their 
presence  would  imply  a claim 
of  sovereignty  in  a city  whose 
fate  has  yet  to  be  decided,  and 
would  thus  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  1993  Oslo  peace 
accords. 

The  Israeli  ministry  of  pub- 
lic security  yesterday  sent  the 
bureau  a letter  warning  its  di- 
rector, Hussein  Abu  Libda, 
not  to  send  his  field-workers 
into  Jerusalem. 

"Furthermore,  I wish  to  in- 
form you  that  the  minister  of 
public  security  has  instructed 
the  Israeli  police  to  take  all 
necessary  measures  to  ensure 
that  the  agreements  and  the 


law  are  duly  upheld.”  Major- 
General  Yosef  Levy  wrote. 

Uniformed  police  have 
stepped  up  patrols,  on  the 
lookout  for  anyone  carrying  a 
clipboard.  According  to  a 
ministry  spokesman,  they 
have  orders  to  detain  field- 
workers  and  confiscate  ques- 
tionnaires. Mr  Abu  Libda 
said  the  streets  are  also  thick 
with  undercover  officers. 

“They  are  Just  hanging 
around  in  groups  on  street 
comers.  We  are  used  to  them, 
so  we  recognise  them  in- 
stantly,” he  said. 

"It  is  a shame  that  the  Israeli 
government  is  going  to  these 


lengths.  They  are  involved  in 
an  exercise  of  establishing  de 
facto  sovereignly.  But  a census 
should  not  be  politlcaL  It  Is  a 
purely  civic  exercise.” 

Mr  Abu  Libda  challenged 
the  Israeli  interpretation  of 
the  Oslo  accords,  arguing  that 
conducting  a census  did  not 
Imply  legal  jurisdiction. 

The  issue  of  Jerusalem's 
Arab  population  and  the  land 
they  own  is  potentially  explo- 
sive. The  Israeli  security 
forces  were  on  particularly 
high  alert  yesterday,  the  10th 
anniversary  rtf  the  start  of  the 
five-year  intifada,  the  Pales- 
tinian uprising. 


British  curator’s  harassment  suit 
mars  opening  of  Getty  museum 


Christopher  Raed 
In  Los  Angelos 


A BRITISH  scholar  has 
caused  a scandal  at  the 
new  Getty  Centre  in 
Los  Angeles,  with  allega- 
tions of  sexual  affairs  and 
fake  art  works  at  the 
$1  billion  (£700  million) 
institute. 

Nicholas  Turner  was  Dep- 
uty Keeper  Merit  of  prints 
and  drawings  at  the  British 
Museum  in  London  for  20 
years  and  a cataloguer  for 
the  Queen  at  Windsor  Cas- 
tle. In  1994  he  became  cura- 
tor of  drawings  at  the  Getty 
Museum,  then  housed  In  a 
replica  of  a Roman  villa  In 
Malibu.  California. 

He  is  suing  the  museum 
for  810  million,  alleging 
sexual  discrimination  and 
harassment  after  what  he 
describes  as  an  affair  with 
a female  assistant. 

His  department  at  the 
world's  richest  art  institute, 
which  opens  at  new  pre- 
mises next  week  on  a 110- 
acre  site,  contains  works  by 
Rembrandt,  Raphael,  Leo 
nardo  da  Vinci,  Rubens, 
William  Blake,  Van  Gogh 
andC&zanne. 

Mr  Turner  has  not  dis- 
closed the  titles  of  the  sus- 
pect works,  but  his  lawyer, 
Peggy  Garrlty,  said  they 
would  become  known  as 
the  case  progressed. 

Getty  officials,  who  will 
receive  copies  of  the  suit 


Jean  Paul  Ctotty  was  the 
founder  of  a renowned 
art  collection.  Bom  in 
Minneapolis  In  189%  he 
made  a fortune  of  more 
than  Si  billion  in  the  oQ 
business.  Despite  His 
vastsreaKhfhe 
developed  a reputation 
for  miserliness, 
installing  a pay  phone 
for  guests  In  his  English 
mansion.  He  died 
In  1976 


this  week,  during  museum 
previews,  declined  to  com- 
ment on  personnel  or  legal 
matters. 

But  one  official  said;  “On 
the  accusations  of  fake  art, 
we  deny  these  allegations. 
No  art  has  been  removed, 
and  we  will  fight  this 
action  vigorously.” 

Court  documents  submit- 
ted by  Mr  Turner,  who  Is 
married,  say  he  began  a 
sexual  relationship  with  a 
colleague  in  January  1996 
bnt  ended  it  the  following 
July.  $he  became  irate  and 
threatened  "to  destroy 
him”  if  he  did  not  continue 
the  affair  and  leave  his 
marriage. 

When  Mr  Turner  ex- 
plained that  their  jobs 
might  be  at  risk  if  the  affair 
became  known,  she  said 
that  "everyone  in  the  mu- 


seum had  affairs”  and  that 
no  disciplinary  action  was 
ever  taken.  “In  fact,  it  was 
common  knowledge  and 
practice  at  all  levels  at  the 
Getty,”  the  suit  says. 

Mr  Turner  continued  to 
resist  her  “aggressive  ad- 
vances”. Two  Investiga- 
tions by  the  museum  exon- 
erated Mr  Turner,  he 
claims,  after  his  colleague 
threatened  to  make  a false 
sexual  harassment  com- 
plaint and  to  sabotage  his 
work. 

But  museum  officials  "ef- 
fectively stripped  him  of 
his  power  and  authority  to 
manage  the  department . . . 
and  the  situation  was 
widely  disclosed  in  the  art 
museum  world”,  thus  com- 
promising Mr  Turner’s 
ability  to  buy  works. 

In  one  case,  he  alleges. 


his  bidding  plans  for  a 
Raphael  drawing  were  dis- 
closed to  a competitor  and 
the  Getty  museum  lost  it. 
Mr  Turner's  position  as  cu- 
rator was  further  "under- 
mined and  compromised” 
by  former  "acquisitions  of 
questionable  authenticity". 

He  claims  he  was  given  a 
budget  substantially  less 
than  the  sum  he  had  been 
promised. 

Mr  Turner  says  he  suf- 
fered further  humiliation 
when  his  department 
received  less  space  in  the 
new  Getty  Centre.  This 
“allowed  the  painting  de- 
partment to  make  acquisi- 
tions and  command  gallery 
space  in  tbe  new  museum 
which  is  properly  the  do- 
main of  tiie  drawing  de- 
partment,” the  scat  says. 

It  adds:  "The  Getty  bas 
refused  and  continues  to  re- 
fuse to  provide  Turner  with 
a work  environment  that  is 
free  of  sexual  harassment 
and  discrimination,  and 
has  In  fact  engaged  in 
retaliation.” 

Mr  Turner  is  claiming 
compensation  and  punitive 
damages.  “He  has  suffered 
injuries  Including  both 
physical  and  emotional  dis- 
tress, loss  of  self-esteem, 
anxiety  and  depression, 
and  harm  to  his  business 
and  professional  reputa- 
tion,” the  suit  says. 

The  Getty  bas  30  days  in 
which  to  reply  to  the 
action. 


Meanwhile,  Mr  Jospin 
addressed  businessmen 
through  the  columns  of  the 
financial  daily  Les  Echos, 
where  he  warned  Mr  Sefl- 
llfere  to  act  responsibly 
rather  than  make  threats. 

“There  are  many  firms 
ready  to  talk  to  unions 
about  conditions  for  a 35-' 
hour  week.”  he  added. 
“Many  of  them,  including 
some  of  the  biggest,  are 
ready  to  move  along  this 
way.  The  state  must  add  its 
weight." 

The  prime  minister  pre- 
dicted that  unemployment 
would  fall  by  the  end  of  next 
year  because  of  government 
efforts  to  stimulate  the  econ- 
omy and  a promise  to  subsi- 
dise 350,000  public-sector 
Jobs  for  young  people. 

• The  French  finance  min- 


ister. Dominique  Strauss 
Kahn,  yesterday  defended 
his  country's  right  to  name 
its  own  candidate  for  the 
central  bank  that  will  set 
policy  for  Europe’s  single 
currency. 

France’s  decision  last 
month  to  push  the  Bank  of 
France  governor,  Jean- 
CLaude  Trlchet,  as  a candi- 
date upset  an  understanding 
among  European  Union 
countries  that  the  job  would 
go  to  the  Dutch  banker  Wim 
Doisenberg.  whom  Germany 
supports. 

Mr  Dulsenberg  currently 
heads  the  European  Mone- 
tary Institute,  the  precursor 
to  the  European  Central 
Bank  that  will  govern  mone- 
tary policy  for  the  single 
currency  after  it  takes  effect 
on  January  1 1999. 


Italy’s  youth  put 
money  first 


John  Hooper  In  Rome 


Two-thirds  of  Italian 
young  people  hope  to 
marry  for  money,  ac- 
cording to  a survey  which 
has  appalled  sociologists, 
who  see  the  findings  as  the 
latest  sign  of  a shortage  of 
moral  values  among 
today’s  ragasd,  or  youth. 

Three  out  of  every  10  res- 
pondents told  pollsters  they 
agreed  that  "money  is 
everything”.  More  than  a 
quarter  said  they  would 
“betray  their  own  ideas 
and  personality  just  to  be- 
come wealthy".  Fully 
70  per  cent  fait  they  would 
have  liked  to  have  been 
bom  Into  a richer  family. 

The  poll,  carried  out  for 
the  social  research  insti- 
tute Eurispes,  reflected  the 
wider  definition  of  youth 
which  is  applied  in  Italy. 
The  700  people  questioned 
ranged  in  age  from  14  to  35. 

One  sociologist.  Franco 
Ferrarottl,  thought  the 
findings  painted  a "deso- 
late picture”. 

Another,  Sabino  Acqua- 
viva,  remarked  that  "tradi- 
tional values  have  been 
swept  away  by  advertising, 
which  encourages  compul- 
sive acquisition  — con- 
sumption at  all  costs”. 

The  survey  followed  a 
wave  of  national  soul- 


searching  earlier  this  year, 
prompted  by  a craze  among 
Italian  youths  for  dropping 
rocks  from  motorway 
bridges  on  to  cars  below. 

Although  the  fad  started 
after  a woman  had  been 
killed  in  such  an  attack,  it 
met  with  surprisingly  little 
condemnation  among  the 
young,  and  even  inspired  a 
line  of  T-shirts  celebrating 
the  practice. 

The  latest  conclusions 
are  partly  borne  out  by  an- 
other recent  study  which 
compared  Italians  aged  be- 
tween 11  and  19  with  their 
counterparts  in  France, 
Germany  and  Britain,  and 
found  them  to  be  more 
materialistic. 

Some  69  per  cent  of  Ital- 
ian youths  agreed  with  the 
statement  “I  want  to  be 
rich”,  against  a total  aver- 
age of  63  per  cent.  Stic  out  of 
10  considered  themselves 
“careful  with  money”,  com- 
pared with  an  average  of 
less  than  half 

But  Paolo  Anselmi,  Bm 
vice-president  of  the  insti- 
tute which  carried  out  the 
survey  in  Italy,  Eurisko, 
said  It  had  also  detected  a 
higher  consciousness  of  eth- 
ical values  than  elsewhere. 
ReUgkm8  feeling  was  "still 
alive  in  hair  those  inter- 
viewed,” he  said.  “In  the 
other  countries,  it  scarcely 
reached  10  per  cent.” 


Spain  changes  tack,  offering 
to  share  rule  over  Gibraltar 


Richard  Norton -Taylor 


^*PAIN  will  today  suggest 
wsharing  sovereignty  over 
Gibraltar  with  Britain  in  a 
diplomatic  offensive  likely  to 
be  rebuffed  by  the  Foreign 
Secretary.  Robin  Cook. 

The  proposal,  which  com- 
mentators in  Madrid  pre- 
sented as  a softening  of 
Spain’s  absolute  claim  on  tbe 
Rode,  will  be  put  to  Mr  Cook 
in  London  by  the  Spanish  for- 
eign minister.  Abel  Matutes. 

He  is  also  expected  to  offer 
economic  inducements  and 
social  security  benefits  for  Gi- 
braltar's 30,000  inhabitants. 

The  Foreign  Office  said  yes- 
terday that  the  British  Gov- 


ernment would  stand  firmly 
by  the  colony's  1969  constitu- 
tion — the  people  of  Gibraltar 
must  consent  to  any  change 
in  its  status. 

A spokesman  for  the  Gi- 
braltar government  said  it 
regretted  not  being  party  to 
tbe  talks. 

Gibraltar’s  chipf  minister, 
Peter  Caruana,  wants  the  col- 
ony to  be  made  a Crown  De- 
pendency, like  the  Channel  Is- 
lands. But,  under  the  1713 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  Spain  hay 
"first  refusal”  if  Britain 
agrees  to  change  its  status. 

The  Spanish  foreign  minis- 
try declined  to  comment  yes- 
terday on  whether  It  would 
relax  restrictions  on  air  and 
sea  access  to  the  Rock. 


World  news  in  brief 

Train  crash  sets 
off  fuel  blast 

TWO  trains  crashed  during  yesterday’s  afternoon  rush  hour . 
outside  Hanover,  in  north-west  Germany,  setting  off  a fttel 
explosion  and  injuring  about  70  people,  li  seriously. 

Three  carriages  loaded  with  diesel  blew  up  when  a passenger 
train  collided  with  a freight  train  near  the  suburb  of  Lehrte, 
east  of  the  city.  The  cause  of  the  accident  was  not  immediately 
known.  Firefighters  prevented  the  freight  train’s  remaining  19 
tanker  carriages  from  igniting,  a police  spokeswoman  said. 

A railway  spokesman,  Hans-JQrgen  Frohns,  said  he  did  not 
know  the  number  of  passengers  aboard  the  train  when  the 
collision  happened  at  about  4pm.  He  said  the  engine  and  first 
carriage  of  the  commuter  train  were  derailed.  — AP.  Hanover. 


Shell  House  judgment 

A SOUTH  AFRICAN  judge  found  yesterday  that  tbe  killing  of 
eight  inkatha  demonstrators  outside  the  African  National  Con- 
gress headquarters  in  1994  amounted  to  at  least  attempted  mur- 
der. But  he  said  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to  warrant 
criminal  prosecution. 

Judge  Robert  Nugent,  who  had  presided  over  a six-month 
inquest  Into  the  “Shell  House”  massacre  and  other  deaths  in 
Johannesburg  on  March 28 1994.  lambasted  the  ANC.  the  police 
and  tbe  Inkatha  Freedom  Party.  He  said  there  was  no  justification 
for  ANC  guards  to  have  fired  on  the  crowd.  But  he  said  the 
killings  could  have  been  avoided  if  the  police  had  listened  to 
appeals  from  the  ANC  to  keep  the  marchers  away  from  the 

building. 

The  judge  said  members  oflnkatha  committed  vandalism, 
intimidation  and  murder  on  foe  day. — David  Beresford. 
Johannesburg. 


Political  apathy  in  Serbia 

AN  ALLY  of  Slobodan  Milosevic,  foe  Yugoslav  president,  and  an 
extreme  nationalist  were  beaded  for  a run-off  election  after 
Serbia's  third  attempt  since  September  to  elect  a new  president 
was  inconclusive. 

The  Yugoslav  foreign  minister,  Milan  Milutiniwir  a bland, 
longtime  Milosevic  ally  who  helped  negotiate  the  Dayton  peace 
accord  for  Bosnia,  led  the  fervent  nationalist,  Vojislav  Seselj,  in 
nearly  complete  results  from  Sunday’s  election. 

But  neither  secured  the  decisive  50  percent  of votes  needed  for 
outright  victory.  — AP,  Belgrade. 


Korea  talks  open 


HISTORIC  talks  began  in  Geneva  yesterday  between  South  and 
North  Korea  and  the  United  States  and  China  to  end  nearly  50 
years  of  tension  on  the  world’s  last  serious  cold  war  frontier. 

The  first  formal  negotiations  involving  an  four  key  partici- 
pants In  the  conflict  since  foe  Korean  war  ended  in  1963 opened 
with  a twoday  session  in  Geneva  and  are  widely  expected  to  last 
many  months,  possibly  years. — Reuters,  Geneva. 


Jailed  Nigerian  leader  dies 

ONE  ofNigeria’s  most  prominent  political  prisoners,  Shehu 

Musa  Yar’Adua.  tbe  former  military  vice-president,  has  died,  an 
official  statement  said  yesterday. 

The  statement  from  the  emirates  council  in  Yar' Adua’s  b Irtb- 
piace  of  Katrina,  northern  Nigeria,  said  foe  54-year-old  poiHiHnn 

and  retired  mqjopgenand  died  In  prison  in  tbe  eastern  town  of 

Enugu  after  a brief  illness. 

Until  his  arrest :in  1995  for  alleged  coup  plotting,  Yar’Adua  was 
regarded  by  political  analysts  as  the  military  ruler  General  Sar>» 
Abacha's  most  formidable  political  opponent  after  Moshood 
Abiola.  the  detained  presidential  claimanf — Reuters,  Lagos. 
Obituary,  page  10 


Hackers  target  Yahoo! 

HACKERS  broke  into  Yahoo!,  tbe  Internet's  most  popular  site, 
demanding  the  release  of  a fellow  hacker  imprisoned  In  the 
United  States  and  threatening  to  unleash  a crippling  computer 
virus  lThe  is  not  freed.  Computer  security  experts  were  sceptical 
ofthe  hackers’ claim. 

„ I**?®*-  caffingfoanselves^ Pants/Hagis.  got  into YahooTs 

Wand  Wide  Website  at  about  10pm  on  Monday,  leaving  a 

ransomnote.  Itsafoan  “antidote”  program  wm  be  made  available 

iT the  hacker  Kevin  Mttnick  is  released.  Mitaick  was  indicted  last 
year  an  charges  involving  a multimfllio&ddUar  crime  wave  In 
cyberspace. —AP,  New  York. 


Mother  of  all  mosques 

PRESIDENT  Saddam  Hussein  has  approved  tbe  design  for  what 
Iraq  says  wffl  be  the  worM’s  largest  mosque,  the  "Saddam  Grand 
Mosque”,  with  a capacity  for 30.000 worshippers. 

"This  mosque  consists  ofalaxge  done  for  the  main  area  of 
prayer,  enough  for 30,000  worshippers,  decorated  with  four  wim. 
rets  and  an  artificial  lake.”  said  kt-Tbawra,  Iraq's  ruling  Ba’afo 
Party  newspaper. — AP,  Baghdad. 
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Japan 
turns  to 
face  its 
dark 
wartime 
past 


The  screening 
ofafiJm  about 
the  imperial 
army’s  1937 
massacre  of 
thousands  of 
Chinese  in 
Nanjing  hasfed 
to  a row  over 
whether  this 
chapter  should 
stay  closed. 
Jonathan  Watts 
in  Tokyo  reports 


THE  desanitisa'tion  of 
wartime  history  in 
Japan  took  a small  step 
forward  last  weekend  with 
the  first  screening  here  of  a 
Chinese-made  film  about 
the  1937  Nanjing  massacre, 
one  of  the  Japanese  impe- 
rial army's  worst 
atrocities. 

Don’t  Cry  Nanjing,  a 1995 
China-Hong  Kong  co-pro- 
duction, depicts  in  graphic 
detail  the  slaughter  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pris- 
oners of  war  in  what  was 
formerly  known  as  Nan- 
king, and  the  rape  of 
women  and  girls  in  the 
city’s  Red  Cross  refugee 
centre- 

Most  cinemas  in  Japan 
have  been  reluctant  to 
touch  the  controversial 
subject  of  the  massacre, 
which  many  Japanese  in- 
sist never  happened-  Bat  a . 


Japanese  army  recruits  use  bound  Chinese  prisoners  as  targets  for  bayonet  practice  in  Nanjing.  Up  to  300,000  Chinese 
were  killed  in  the  massacre  60  years  ago,  which  many  Japanese  insist  never  happened  photoqmpkbmrml  war  museum 

civic  group  has  pressed  For  the  first  showing  in  is  different  to  see  it  being  ing  book  criticising  the  gov- 
ahead  to  screen  the  fThn  Nagoya  on  Saturday,  only  dramatised.  It  saddened  me  eminent  for  introducing  a 
and  urge  others  to  do  so.  about  30  people  turned  op,  greatly  to  think  that  is  how  “masochistic”  view  of  his- 
“Many  people  are  afraid  several  of  whom  said  they  Japan  is  viewed  in  China."  tory  into  the  classroom.  In 
they  will  be  the  target  of  had  thought  twice  about  Historians  estimate  that  April  a group  of  350 

nltra-rightw±ng  nationalist  coming.  the  imperial  army  killed  parents  filed  a lawsuit  de- 

intimidation  if  they  show  “I  was  expecting  trouble,  between  150,000  and  mamttng  the  deletion  of 
the  film,"  said  Mr  Kimata,  but  1 am  glad  I came,”  said  300,000  Chinese  In  Nanjing  textbook  references  to  the 
a member  of  the  group  and  Alsus  hi  K obayashi,  aged  60  years  ago.  Debate  over  massacre, 
a cinema  owner  in  Nagoya.  45.  “It  is  an  important  film  the  massacre  has  intensi-  The  issue  continues  to 

1 dog  Japan’s  relations  with 

China.  Last  month  Japan's 

‘Many  are  afraid  of  uttra-nationalist  intimidation  if  they  show 
the  film;  there  has  been  a great  deal  of  self-censorship1  j™“ed 

25th  anniversary  of  the 

“There  has  been  no  ban,  and  the  rftio^wa  deserves  fied  this  year  as  more  Japa-  normalisation  of  bilateral 

but  a great  deal  of  self-  praise  for  having  the  conr-  nese  school  textbooks  have  relations, 

censorship.”  age  to  show  it.”  begun  to  cover  the  atrocity,  “It  Is  time  we  faced  up  to 

The  group  has  organised  Shizuka  Mortta.  aged  19.  which  previously  was  what  happened,”  said  Mr 
venues  In  Osaka,  Kobe  and  agreed  it  had  been  worth-  glossed  over  or  Ignored.  Kimata.  “Sure,  this  is  only 

Nagoya.  But  in  Tokyo,  while,  despite  her  anxieties  This  has  spurred  a na-  a film,  but  It  shows  how 

where  the  ultra-right-  about  the  ultra-national-  ttanaUst  backlash,  led  by  a people  in  China  feel  about 
wh^ers  are  most  nnmer-  ists.  “It  left  a deep  impres-  Tokyo  University  profes-  what  happened.  It  is  a 
eras,  not  one  cinema  was  slom  I had  known  about  the  sor,  Nobukatsu  Fuji  oka,  small  part  in  a long-over- 
willing  to  screenthe  film.  massacre  from  books,  but  it  who  has  written  a best-sell-  due  debate  on  Nanjing.” 


WORLD  NEWS  7 

Tracking  down  a 
mutant  killer  virus 


Andrew  Higgins 
I In  Hong  Knag 


FROM  chickens  slain  I 
by  a mystery  fowl 
plague  to  pigs  slaufih-  \ 
tered  in  a Hong  Kong 
abattoir,  scientists  are  stalk- 
ing the  trail  of  a lethal  mutant 
virus  that  could  mark  the 
onset  or  a new  global  pandem- 
ic of  Influenza. 

In  a cramped  laboratory  in 
Queen  Mary  Hospital,  the 
hunt  has  begun  Car  signs  of 
what  would  be  the  third  major 
outbreak  since  the  death  of 
more  than  20  million  people 
from  “Spanish  flu"  in  1918. 
The  most  recent,  “Hong  Kong 
flu",  killed  700,000  in  1968. 

“Our  problem  with  viruses 
is  that  we  are  always  chasing 
shadows,"  said  Kennedy 
Shortridge.  a microbiologist 
at  Hong  Kong  University.  “By 
the  time  we  catch  up,  the 
shadow  has  moved  on." 

Two  people  in  Hong  Kong 
have  digit  after  contracting 
tbe  mutant  virus  labelled 
H5N1,  previously  thought  to 
infect  only  birds.  A 3-year-old 
boy,  died  in  May  and  a den- 
tist, aged  54,  died  last  Friday. 

Some  of  the  victims’  rela- 
tives and  medical  staff  who 
helped  treat  them  have  since 
developed  flu-like  symptoms. 
All  have  been  tested  for  “bird 
flu",  but  authorities  refuse  to 
release  the  results,  possibly 
for  fear  erf-  stirring  panic. 

Two  experts  from  the  cen- 
tre tor  disease  control  and 
prevention  in  Atlanta  have 
arrived  in  Hong  Kong  and 
more  are  expected  soon. 

A Hong  Kong  legislator 
called  yesterday  for  a testing 
programme  to  gauge  the 
spread  of  the  infection. 

Tracking  the  virus  — 
which  officials  initially  said 
was  confined  to  a single  case 
— and  identifying  similar  but 
less  potent  strains,  is  crucial 
to  developing  a vaccine. 

Dr  Shortridge  has  matched 
the  virus  with  a strain  that 
raged  through  poultry  forms 
in  the  former  colony’s  New 
Territories  in  Aprfl.  “In  some 
ways,  it  is  a silly  virus,"  he 
said.  “If  it  kills  its  host 
straight  away,  it  can’t  survive 
for  very  long  itself" 

All  the  chickens  died  at  the 
first  two  forms  struck  by  the 
virus.  It  then  lost  some  of  its 
potency  and.  after  killing 


Under  the  influence 


FLU  is  one  of  mankind's 
oldest  enemies,  and  for 
20  centuries  one  of  the  most 
mysterious:  victims  viewed 
it  as  an  “influence”  under 
which  they  had  fallen,  icrdes 
Tim  Radford. 

British  scientists 
detected  the  virus  in  1933  in 
the  body  of  a ferret. 

Influenza  mutates 
dramatically  almost  every 
year,  probably  beca  use  it 
can  go  from  humans  to 
animals  to  birds  and  back 
again.  This  means  it 
presents  a new  problem  for 
doctors  every  year, 
requiring  a new  cocktail  of 
vaccines. 

Each  year,  even  when  the 
strain  is  mild,  the  flu  virus 
is  responsible  in  Britain  for 
3.000-4,000  deaths,  usually 
of  those  already  old  or  ill.  In 
the  winter  of  1 989/90,  a 
particularly  virulent  strain 
is  thought  to  have  killed 
29,000 in  Britain. 

In  1968.  Hong  Kong  flu 
almost  certainly  killed 


more  than  half  the  chickens 
in  a third  form,  was  thought 
to  have  burnt  Itself  out.  In 
fact.  It  bad  mutated  and 
spread  to  humans. 

Deborah  Markwcll.  a 
researcher  at  Queen  Mary 
Hospital,  is  one  of  the  scien- 
tists trying  to  explain  how  the 
virus  crossed  the  species  bar- 
rier. She  visits  abattoirs  to 
collect  samples  from  the  tra- 
cheae of  pigs  imported  from 
mainland  China.  The  pig  cells 
are  injected  into  hens'  eggs  in 
the  hope  of  hatching  clues  to 
the  evolution  of  H5N1. 

Influenza,  which  typically 
Infects  the  lining  of  the  respi- 
ratory tract,  is  thought  to 
have  originated  millennia  ago 
in  birds,  which  remain  the 
primary  reservoir  of  such  vi- 
ruses. The  viruses  do  not  nor- 
mally jump  from  species  to 
species,  but  can  sometimes 
mutate  Into  virulent  "hot” 
strains  capable  of  a crossover. 

Pies  are  common  vehicles 
for  this,  acting  as  living  viral 
incubators,  scrambling  the 
genes  of  bird  and  other  vi- 
ruses into  strains  dangerous 
or  even  fatal  to  humans. 
Southern  China,  which  has 


700,000  people  worldwide. 
In  1957.  Asia  flu  killed  at 
least  a million. 

But  the  worst  — and  one 
of  the  worst  epidemics  in 
history  — was  In  1918.  when 
Spanish  influenza  swept 
around  the  globe,  ft  was 
unusual:  it  killed  the  young 
and  healthy  as  easily  as  the 
old  and  helpless. 

At  the  time,  nobody  knew 
thc  disease  was  spread  by  a 
virus,  or  bad  the  technology 
to  detect  one.  In  the  last  two 
years  scientists  have  tried  to 
discover  what  made  Spanish 
flu  so  dangerous.  Scientists 
in  tendon  have  examined 
tissue  from  victims 

preserved  In  pathology 
Inborn  lories,  without  much 
luck.  An  international  team 
is  considering  exhuming 
miners  who  died  in 
Spitsbergen,  in  the  Arctle 
Circle,  in  1918:  their  bodies 
and— it  is  hoped  — perhaps 
the  virus  w 111  have  been 
preserved  in  the 
permafrost. 


the  world's  largest  concentra- 
tion of  poultry  and  pigs, 
identified  ;i>  a likely  epi- 
centre for  the  next  global 
outbreak. 

Hong  Kong  officials  have 
played  down  the  (Linger  iximhI 
by  “bird  flu"  and  restricted 
information.  The  health  de- 
partment has  yet  tn  make 
public  the  results  of  tests  that 
would  help  clarify  the  exart 
relationship  between  the 
strain  that  attacked  chickens 

and  that  afflicting  humans. 

But  in  a letter  to  Nature  In 
October.  W.  L.  Lim  of  the 
Hong  Kong  government's  vi- 
rus unit  warned  that  the  mu- 
tant strain  that  came  to  light 
in  May  could  signal  the  start 
of  a new  pandemic  and  urged 
intensive  monitoring  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation. 
But  predicting  outbreaks  is 
an  inexact  science. 

“We  feel  time  must  be  com- 
ing up  for  a new  pandemic." 
Dr  Shortridge  said.  "The  old 
Hong  Kong  virus  will  have  its 
30  anniversary  next  year.  It 
has  lost  its  potency.  There  are 
other,  more  virile  viruses 
waiting  In  the  wings  ready  to 
takeover.” 


Clerics  enter 
fray  in  fight  for 
soul  of  Iran 


Kathy  Evans  In  Tehran 

IRAN'S  clerical  elite 
emerged  from  the  shadows 
yesterday  to  address  a 
summit  of  world  Muslim  lead- 
ers. but  Its  two  most  senior 
figures  presented  wildly  con- 
trasting images  of  Islam  and 
Its  relationship  with  Western 
societies. 

The  opening  speech  to  tbe 
Organisation  of  tbe  Islamic 
Conference  by  the  host  coun- 
try’s most  senior  cleric.  Aya- 
tollah Khamenei,  contained 
echoes  of  the  language  of  the 
early  days  of  Iran's  Islamic 
revolution.  The  Supreme 
Leader  made  numerous  refer- 
ences to  Islam’s  “enemies", 
Zionism  and  the  threat  of 
“global  arrogance"  — revolu- 
tionary language  for  the 
United  States  and  the  West 

Khamenei  faced 
an  awkward 
silence;  Khatami 
won  prolonged 
applause 

He  said  Western  civilisa- 
tion was  directed  at  materi- 
alism, gluttony  and  carnal 
desires,  and  urged  Muslims 
to  be  more  united  against 
Western  cultural  Invasions. 

President  Mohammed 
Khatami,  in  cortrast,  spoke 
about  human  rights,  the 
need  for  democracy  in  Mus- 
lim countries,  and  dialogue 
with  the  West  Muslims,  he 
said,  had  to  use  the  West’s 
scientific  and  social 
achievements  to  advance. 

Another  of  Mr  Khatami’s 
persistent  themes  was  the 
creation  of  what  he  called 
"Islamic  civil  society”,  in 
which  Individuals  had 
rights  which  were  protected 
by  law  and  ..by  their 
governments.  _ 

The  differing  views  of 
folam  reflect  a conflict  in 
the  Muslim  world  between 
the  vocal  and  violent  radi- 
cals, and  the  silent  majority 
of  liberals  and  modernists 
struggling  to  produce  a new 
version  of  Islam  seemingly 
at  ease  with,  not  threatened, 
by  globalisation  and  modern 

technology.  . 

Ayatbllah  Khamenei  and 
President  Khatami  are  fight- 
ing for  control  of  key  gov- 


ernment departments  and 
Iran's  future  ideological  di- 
rection. Two-thirds  of  voters 
want  the  government  to  1 
adopt  more  liberal  social 
policies  and  a less  xenopho- 1 
blc  view  of  the  world.  1 

At  the  summit’s  opening 
ceremony.  Ayatollah  Kha- 
menei’s rambling  religions 
speech  was  received  with  an 
awkward  silence.  None  of 
the  foreign  leaders  moved  to 
greet  him  and  few  . even 
bothered  to  stand.  1 

Yet  Mr  Khatami  appeared 
brisk  and  businesslike,  and  1 
attracted  prolonged  ap- 
plause as  he  took  the  chair- 
man's seat. 

Ayatollah  Khamenei 
called  for  foreign  forces  to 
be  expelled  from  the  Persian 
Gulf  and  replaced  by  Islamic 
forces. 

He  condemned  “gruesome 
crimes’’  in  Algeria  which  he 
said  had  been  committed  by 
“covert  hands"  with  the  aim 
of  defiling  Islam-  Islam,  he 
said,  was  a religion  of  mod- 
eration and  humanity. 

Summit  rhetoric  aside,_  it 
is  likely  that  a lot  of  politi- 
cal business  will  be  trans- 
acted behind  tbe  scenes. 
Egypt  and  Syria  were  said  to 
be  lobbying  the  United 
Nations  secretary-general, 

Kofi  Annan,  for  the  sane-, 
tions  against  Iraq  to  be 
eased.  , 

The  summit  has  also 
marked  the  highest-level 
visit  tv  Iraqi  officials  to  the 
country  with  which  Bagh- 
dad fought  an  eight-year  I 
war.  Not  all  Iranians  have 
welcomed  the  ■ visit  of  the 
Iraqi  vice-president,  Taba 
Yassin  Ramadan;  Iranian , 
television  was  said  to  have 
been  bombarded  by  calls 
from  irate  viewers  for  show- 
ing his  arrival.. 

More  than  l million  Irani- 
ans died  in  the  war  with  ; 
Iraq,  which  ended  in  1988- , 
The  summit  had  prompted  1 
hopes  that  the  two  countries 
would  finally  exchange  pris- 
oners of  war.  A week  ago, 
Iran  handed  over  500  Iraqi 
POWs  and  Iraq  released  two. 

Differences  also  emerged  i 
between  Iran  and  the  Arab  ; 
states  .on  whether  attempts 
to  support  the  Middle  East 
peace  process  should  con- 
tinue. An  earlier  draft  reso- 
lution calling  on  Arab  states 
to  cut  diplomatic  and  trade 
ties  with  Israel  appears  to 
have  been  put  aside. 
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Two  men  (right)  peer  through  the  border  wall  between  Nogales,  Arizona,  and  Nogales,  Mexico,  built  to  stop  the  f low  of  illegal  immigrants  and  drags  photographs-  momca  alubd* 

‘Tasteful’  way  to  keep  the  Mexicans  out 


Despite  its  free  trade  accords  with  Latin  America 
the  US  is  barricading  its  southern  border,  writes 
Sam  Howe  Verhovekin  Nogales,  Arizona 


WHEN  the  Unite d , 
States  government 
decided  to  build  a 
barrier  against  the 
cross-border  flow  of  Illegal 
immigrants  and  drugs  from 
Mexico  to  the  Arizona  desert 
town  of  Nogales,  it  drew  up  a 
list  of  official  specifications.  < 
The  barrier,  it  said,  must  be  j 
resistant  to  “repeated  physi-  i 
cal  assault  by  means  such  as  i 
welding  torches,  chisels,  ham- , 
mars,  firearms,  climbing  over 
or  penetration  with  vehicles". 

But  it  must  also  be  as 
friendly-looking  as  possible; 
something  that  will  evoke  the 
friendship  between  the  two 
countries. 

As  the  specifications  put  it: 
“Means  shall  be  provided  to 
allow  light  and  a feeling  of 
openness  to  be  present  along 


the  perimeter  of  the  hairier.” 

The  result,  a I4ft-high  wall 
to  which  workers  are  now 
potting  the  final  touches,  Is  a 
mrwt  unusual  piece  of  archi- 
tecture: at  once  forbidding  yet 
friendly,  inimical  but 
inviting. 

US  officials  hope  tbe  struc- 
ture will  serve  as  a prototype, 
as  the  government  replaces 
the  existing  62  miles  of  steel 
walls,  chain-link  fences  and 
barbed-wire  along  tbe  border 
with  Mexico  and  adds  more 
sections. 

The  quarter-mile  concrete 
wall  — officials  prefer  to  call 
it  a fence  — runs  along  a thin 
line  separating  the  downtown 
areas  of  Nogales,  Arizona, 
and  the  city  of  Nogales  In  the 
Mexican  state  of  Sonora. 

The  wall,  which  took  six 


months  to  build  under  the 
supervision  of  the  US  cus- 
toms service,  replaces  an 
ugly,  rusting  fence  made  from 
steel  landing  mats  used  by  US 
forces  in  Vietnam  30  years 
ago.  Its  edges  were  so  sharp 
that  several  Mexicans  lost 
their  fingers  trying  to  scale  it 

The  concrete  is  steel-rein- 
forced,  but  it  Is  also  salmon- 
coloured  and  inlaid  with 
multicoloured  stone  chips 
and  tiles  that  may  be  deco- 
rated with  children’s  art.  It 
has  large  blue-trimmed 
openings  built  into  it,  cov- 
ered with  steel  grating  that 
has  small  holes,  through 
which  people  can  look  across 
the  border  or  talk  to  each 
other. 

“When  we  started,  the  de- 
sign problem  seemed  to  us  an 


almost  Impossible  contradic- 
tion in  terms,"  said  Peter 
Dub  in  of  the  Chicago-based 
architectural  design  firm  that 
won  tbe  $750,000  (£460,000) 
contract 

The  US  paid  tor  the  project; 
tbe  Mexican  government  is 
opposed  to  the  building  of  the 
barriers. 

Delighted  US  officials  say 
the  new  wall  achieves  their 
aims.  “It  works”,  said  Joe 
Lafata.  the  deputy  port  direc- 
tor with  the  customs  service 
in  Nogales.  “It  really  did 
come  out  very  pleasing,  as  for 
as  the  colour  and  texture  are 
concerned." 

On  the  Mexican  side,  how- 
ever, many  wish  there  were 
no  barriers  between  the 
countries.  With  the  Berlin 
wall  having  come  down,  and 
the  US  promoting  free  trade 
with  its  Latin  neighbours, 
why.  they  ask,  are  walls  and 
fences  going  up  at  all 

•1  would  prefer  no  wall.’’ 
said  Fabio  Monroy,  aged  36, 
who  runs  a bar  in  Mexico 


near  tbe  border.  “It  all  seems 
very  inconsistent  We  have 
Nafta  {the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement),  we’re 
supposed  to  be  friends,  but  we 
have  this  big  wall  dividing 
us." 

Others  say  the  wall  is  infi- 
nitely more  appealing  than 
the  military  landing  mats. 

“It  is  more  aesthetic."  said 
Wenceslao  Cota  Montoya,  tbe 
mayor  of  the  Mexican  No- 1 
gales,  describing  it  as  digrto 
or  worthy. 

On  tbe  US  side,  Paul 
Bracker,  the  owner  of  a de- 
partment store  near  the  bor- 
der, helped  lobby  for  the  new 
wall.  Tbe  old  fence  was  "an 
affront  to  the  people,  our 
neighbours  to  the  south,  as 
well  as  ourselves”. 

The  wall  is  shining  and 
freshly  painted,  but  some 
people  worry  it  could  become 
an  eyesore.  Graffiti  has 
begun  to  appear  on  the  Mexi- 
can side. 

*1  do  wonder  what  it's  go- 
ing to  look  like  a year  from 


now’."  said  Paul  Boulier.  a 
border  patrol  agent. 

US  officials  insist  the  wall 
is  necessary  to  deter  illegal 
immigration  and  drug  smug- 
gling. and  to  protect  federal 
agents  and  customs  inspec- 
tors; several  have  been  shot  at 
along  the  border. 

There  is  also  wide  political 
support  for  the  barriers.  Con- 
gress has  authorised  money 
for  more  of  them,  including  a 
second  and  third  ring  north  of 
the  existing  steel  border 
fence,  just  south  of  San  Diego, 
which  stretches  340ft  out  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean  and  more 
than  14  miles  inland. 

The  Republican  presiden- 
tial candidate  Pat  Buchanan 
has  put  forward  the  idea  of  a 
building  a wall  along  the  en- 
tire border,  and  the  House 
Speaker,  Newt  Gingrich,  said 
earlier  this  year  that  fences 
should  be  built  wherever  “we 
have  Illegal  immigrants  and 
drug  dealers  crossing  Into  the 
United  States".  — AVir  York 
Times. 


*1 


i 


7 /Guardian 

Wednesday  December  10 1997 

Edition  Number  47043 

119  Farringdon  Road,  London  EC1R  3ER 

Fax  No.  0171-8374530 

E-mail:  ietters@guardian.co.uk 

Website:  http://www.guardian.co.uk 


Fault  lines  in  Tehran 

America’s  policy  towards  Iran  is  out-dated 


THE  GATHERING  of  Islamic  states  in 
Tehran  is  an  achievement  even  before 
it  begins  for  its  Iranian  hosts.  The 
biggest  of  its  kind  since  the  revolution, 
attended  by  high-ranking  officials  from 
its  former  foes,  it  sends  a message  that 
Iran  is  not  only  a force  in  the  region,  but 
is  recognised  as  such  by  the  region.  It 
stands  in  confident  contrast  to  the  limp- 
ing US-backed  economic  summit  held 
last  month  in  Qatar.  The  region  has  its 
own  identity  regardless  of  Western 
labels,  and  especially  so  when  the  only 
initiative  coming  from  the  West  — the 
now  misnamed  Middle  East  peace  pro- 
cess — has  run  into  the  ground. 

But  the  Tehran  conference  also  offers 
a window  through  which  to  peer  at 
recent  hopeful  developments  in  inter- 
nal politics.  The  struggle  between  the 
reform-minded  President  Mohammed 
Khatami  and  the  hardline  mullahs  led 
by  Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei  is  not  a 
figment  of  Tehran- watchers’  imagina- 
tion. Last  month  it  erupted  into  vio- 
lence when  the  conservatives  mounted 
demonstrations  demanding  the  execu- 
tion, no  less,  of  the  respected  Ayatollah 
Montazeri  who  has  hacked  the  new 
president.  Yesterday  it  was  underlined 
by  the  sharply  opposed  opening 
speeches  of  the  two  protagonists. 

Some  may  view  with  apprehension 
the  emergence  of  a fratricidal  contest  in 
which  the  mullahs  can  mobilise  street 
violence  and  threaten  the  lives  of  mod- 
erate Muslims.  The  conservatives  still 
control  most  of  the  power  apparatus, 
dominating  the  national  assembly 
which  has  called  for  death  for  those 
who  allegedly  undermine  their  regime. 
The  Khatami  victory  in  May  has  not  yet 
dislodged  this  power  base,  even  though 
he  represents  a huge  swathe  of  new 
social  forces  — the  young,  women, 
minorities  and  a mass  of  alienated 
public  opinion. 

A more  constructive  approach  is  to 
regard  these  upheavals  as  a necessary 


part  of  Iran’s  political  modernisation, 
led  by  a head  of  state  with  a mandate 
for  social  change  who  seeks,  however 
cautiously,  a civil  society  at  home  and 
dialogue  abroad.  This  impression  Is 
reinforced  by  the  pragmatic  atmo- 
sphere (give  or  take  a few  blips)  in 
which  foreign  observers  and  journalists 
are  being  handled.  More  significant, 
conference  resolutions  prepared  by 
Tehran  diplomats  are  avoiding  calls  for 
blanket  sanctions  against  companies 
which  trade  with  Israel. 

These  new  developments  should 
prompt  a review  — already  overdue  — 
in  Washington  of  its  persistent  efforts 
to  “isolate  and  contain'’  Iran  and  to 
wage  a sanctions  war  against  the 
regime.  It  makes  even  less  sense  now  to 
seek  to  bar  the  door  from  the  outside 
when  it  is  being  eased  open  from 
within.  It  is  time  to  ditch  past  history 
when  the  US  having  “lost”  the  Shah’s 
Iran  was  humiliated  by  the  Ayatollah's 
revolutionary  students.  There  have 
been  afew  small  signals  of  change  from 
Washington  recently,  hut  much  more  is 
needed.  Iran  is  not  a rogue  state  in  the 
same  category  as  Libya  or  Iraq.  It  has 
rather  more  In  common  with  China — a 
country  ruled  by  a single  force  hat 
becoming  socially  much  more  diverse, 
with  rapidly  growing  economic  weight 
and  regional  influence.  Yesterday  the 
Iranian  culture  minister  Ataollah  Mo- 
hajerani  cautiously  invoked  the  exam- 
ple of  “pingpong  diplomacy”,  while 
complaining  that  the  US  had  rejected 
dialogue  when  he  last  proposed  it  The 
analogy  today,  with  Iran  drawn  against 
the  US  in  the  World  Cup,  is  with 
football.  Crown  Prince  Abdullah  of 
Saudi  Arabia  has  even  offered  media- 
tion between  the  US  and  Iran.  It  would 
be  bizarre,  and  perhaps  disastrous,  if 
out-dated  US  policy  missed  the  chance 
for  constructive  engagement,  and  the 
hardliners  in  Washington  joined  forces 
with  the  mullahs  in  Tehran. 


New  Labour’s  healthy  third  way 

The  Government’s  plans  for  the  NHS  are  radical  and  right 


WILL  Dobson’s  health  service  be  as 
successful  as  Be  van’s?  Do  not  be  fooled 
by  the  Health  Secretary’s  "middle  way” 
set  out  in  yesterday’s  health  white 
paper.  Potentially,  the  Government's 
10-year  programme  is  far  more  radical 
than  it  might  seem.  Out  goes  the  overt 
competitive  Conservative  model  of  the 
last  six  years  which  brought  fragmenta- 
tion, unfair  two-tier  access  and  a bur- 
geoning bureaucracy.  But  there  is  no 
return  to  the  old  centralised  command 
and  control  system  of  the  1970s.  Instead, 
New  Labour  has  opted  for  a third  way 
in  which  efficiency  will  be  generated  by 
comparative  cost  exercises  rather  than 
competition  and  modernisation  intro- 
duced through  24-hour  NHS  telephone 
advice  lines,  fast  track  care  for  cancer 
patients,  and  new  links  between  GPs 
and  the  internet  that  will  allow  quicker 
hospital  test  results  and  an  on-line 
booking  system  for  outpatient 
appointments. 

At  the  heart  of  the  restructuring  is  a 
new  form  of  GP  purchasing.  Instead  of 
the  current  system  of  GP  fundholders 
typically  serving  the  10,000  patients 
attached  to  an  average  practice,  the 
new  system  will  be  based  on  broader 
“natural  communities”  of  100,000 
people.  The  number  of  purchasers  in 
the  health  service  will  accordingly 
shrink  from  3,500  to  about  500.  Far  from 
reining  in  GPs,  they  are  being  offered 
even  more  opportunities  than  the  cur- 
rent system  of  fundholding.  A gradu- 
ated four-step  option  list  would  allow 
GPs  to  move  from  being  purchasers  of 


health  care  to  full  providers  of  commu- 
nity services  running  the  community 
hospital,  district  nurses,  community 
midwives  and  health  visitors.  By  this 
fourth  step  GP  units  would  merge  with 
community  trusts  to  form  primary  care 
trusts  dealing  with  all  community 
health  needs  except  mental  health  ser- 
vices. All  the  signs  last  night  suggested 
that  with  this  clever  compromise,  the 
Government  has  won  over  not  just  the 
fundholders  but  even  the  Conservative 
flrontbench  which  paid  tribute  to 
Labour’s  decision  to  maintain  “a  pri- 
mary care  led  health  service  with  GPs 
in  the  driving  seat”.  Above  all  else,  the 
NHS  needs  bipartisan  agreement  on  its 
structure  so  that  it  enters  the  new 
•millennium  with  its  stability  assured. 

Rightly  recognising  that  restoring 
public  confidence  in  the  NHS  is  a cru- 
cial test  of  Ids  government,  the  Prime 
Minister  was  closely  involved  in  yester- 
day's launch.  His  commitment  was 
clear:  "I  will  take  on  those  who  say  that 
the  NHS  has  had  its  day  and  that  all  we 
can  do  is  preside  over  its  slow  decline". 
His  fingerprints  can  be  seen  in  the 
emphasis  on  efficiency  and  effective- 
ness. Some  difficult  issues  are  still 
being  ducked:  rationing  and  private 
finance.  The  £1  billion  savings  on 
bureaucracy  cuts  are  probably  exagger- 
ated: the  new  purchasers  will  still  need 
managers.  Finally,  if  the  NHS  is  to  be 
"once  more  the  envy  of  the  world”,  it 
wifi  need  longterm  promises  of  gener- 
ous growth  rather  than  the  stop-go 
funding  of  the  last  six  months. 


Wishing  you  a very  merry  Xmas 

With  jingle  bells  and  plenty  of  post-modern  comfort  and  joy 


SHORTLY  before  7pm  last  Sunday  the 
nation  learned  its  fate.  For  the  next  two 
weeks  we  are  doomed  to  a peculiar  form 
of  aural  torture:  the  constant  repetition 
of  a sugary  jingle  lisped  by  four  mutant 
psychedelic  gonks.  “Say  Eh -oh"  is  al- 
most certain  to  top  the  charts  right  up 
to  Christinas.  Move  over  shepherds, 
wise  men  and  kings!  Here  come  Tinky 
Wlnky,  Dipsy,  Laa  Laa  and  Po  with 
their  festive  cheer  of  custard,  toast  and 
hugs.  Tele-tubbies!  Tele-tubbies!  They 
bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy. 
Shame  about  the  music. 

The  new  wave  of  Teletubbymania 
hits  a country  which  is  barely  recover- 
ing from  its  bout  of  Barbiemania.  For 
weeks  now  some  of  us  have  not  been 
able  to  get  it  out  of  our  heads.  “Come  on 
“Me.  Let’s  go  party!  Ah-Ah-Ah-Ah! 
Life  m plastic,  it’s  fantastic!  Ooo-oo- 
ooooh!  Oooo-o o-ooo hi”  It  is,  of  course,  a 
rehrf  to  escape  from  the  hermetic  world 
of  Ken  and  Barbie.  But  it  is  little 


comfort  to  find  oneself  instead  in  an 
acid  green  Orwellian  landscape 
watched  over  by  a sinister  windmill 
and  a troop  of  menacing  rabbits.  . 

It  would  be  some  comfort  if  the  suc- 
cess of  these  two  songs  were  solely 
attributable  to  the  innocent  choice  of 
the  under-IQs.  But  we  know  that  a large 
proportion  of  Teletubby  fans  are  in  fact 
students  who  chill  out  in  T mb  Laa  land 
before  retiring  to  bed.  Dozens  of  web- 
sites deconstruct  the  meaning  of  the 
Teletub bies  — their  sexuality,  their 
politics,  their  potency  as  narcotic  meta- 
phor. One  Media  Studies  lecturer  has 
described  them  as  the  biggest  campus 
cult  of  the  decade.  Their  only  rivals  are, 
indeed,  Ken  and  Barbie.  Or,  possibly 
(see  Jonathan  Freecfland  opposite)  Alan 
Partridge.  Or  even  Mrs  Merton.  Post- 
modern irony  is  clearly  becoming  not 
only  the  dominant  cultural  force  in 
Britain  today,  but  also  a formidable 
commercial  force.  Aha!  And  Eh-oh! 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Bringing  them 
in  from  the  cold 


TONY  Blair’s  lofty  rhetoric 
I about  tackling  inequality 
through  the  Social  Exclusion 
Unit  (Blair  tries  to  end 
vicious  circle,  December  9) 
must  be  matched  by  unlock- 
ing new  resources;  there  is 
only  so  much  that  can  be 
achieved  by  “greater  co-ord- 
ination" of  scarce  and  hard- 
pressed  resources.  This  will 
not  he  possible  without  a sub- 
stantial transfer  of  resources 
(back)  horn  rich  to  poor. 

Social  exclusion  is  not  the 
result  of  some  act  of  God,  but 
of  the  way  in  which  institu- 
tions and  policies  operate  for 
the  benefit  of  certain  groups 
at  the  expense  of  others.  Pri- 
vatised utilities,  for  example, 
routinely  charge  premium 
rates  for  low  income  house- 
holds whilst  offering  dis- 
counts to  those  wealthy 
enough  to  pay  by  direct  debit 
The  tax  and  benefits  system 
penalises  low-income  earners 
with  effective  marginal  rates 
of  tax  of  90  per  cent  whilst 
tax  rates  for  the  super-rich 
are  pegged  at  40  per  cent 
(those,  that  Is,  •without  off- 
shore investment  trusts,  who 
pay  no  tax  at  all). 

Such  issues  cannot  be 
addressed  unless  the  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  challenge 
some  of  the  vested  interests  of 
more  wealthy,  powerful  and 
articulate  groups  in  society. 
Mall  Cooper. 

National  co-ordinator, 

Church  Action  on  Poverty, 
Oldham  Street, 

Manchester  Ml  1 JT. 

SHARING  the  lives  of  the 
poorest  has  taught  us  that 
severe  poverty  has  less  to  do 
with  material  wealth  and  1s 
more  the  result  of  insecurity 
arising  from  precarious  con- 
ditions in  all  areas  of  life. 
This  prevents  people  from  en- 
joying their  rights  and  assum- 
ing their  responsibilities. 

In  order  to  bring  Britain 
together,  it  is  essential  that 
the  poorest  be  consulted.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  affirmed 
this  sentiment,  but  where 
were  the  socially  excluded  at 
Stockwell  Park  School  on 
Monday  morning? 

John  Penet. 

National  coordinator, 

ATD  Fourth  World. 

48  Addington  Square, 

London  SE5  7LB. 

TEESSIDE  Probation  Ser- 
I vice  officers  deal  with 
more  than  6,000  people  each 
year,  many  of  whom  suffer 

multiple  problems  of  jobless- 
ness, poor  housing  «nrf  home- 
lessness, physical  arm  mpntal 
health  problems,  and  drug 
and  alcohol  addiction.  Their 
backgrounds  often  reveal 
school  exclusion  and  severe 
family  breakdown. 

Given  the  urgency  of 
picture,  I do  hope  the  Social 
Exclusion  Unit  does  not  fen 
prey  to  the  cynicism  towards 
social  policy  generated  in  the 
past  by  the  absence  of  multi- 
agency ■ collaboration.  Over- 
reliance on  isolated  experts  to 
Inform  theoretical  policy-mak- 
ing was  often  fallowed  by  the 
blaming  of  probation  officers, 
police  officers,  teachers  or 
social  workers  whenever  the 
wheels  came  off. 

Roger  Stathazn. 

Chief  probation  officer, 
Teesside  Probation  Service. 
31-33  Albert  Road, 
Middlesbrough  TSl  lPE. 

SPRELY  we  should  be  pro- 
moting social  inclusion  — 
by  setting-up  a social  Inclu- 
sion unit;  full  of  people  focus- 
sing on  ways  to  Include  other 
people;  by  promoting  flexibili- 
ty in  the  use  of  funds,  so  that 
people  can  be  included:  by 
promoting  a warm,  inclusive 
language  based  cm  the  as- 
sumption that  “we're  all  in 
this  together";  and  by  promot- 
ing activities  based  on  a sense 
of  “we-ness”.  rather  than  ac- 
tivities based  on  a sense  of 
“otherness". 

Marilyn  Altkenhead. 

5 The  Loan, 

Launder. 

Berwickshire  TD2  6TL. 


MPs  must  vote  against  this  cut 


(WOULD  like  to  add  from 
my  experience  another  di- 
mension to  the  debate  on 
cuts  to  lone-parent  benefits 
(Don't  cut  benefits,  say  public; 
December  9).  I have  raised  my 
six-year-old  son  alone  from 
birth.  Two  years  ago,  I moved 
away  temporarily  to  pursue 
an  MA.  A year  later,  I 
returned  and  took  the  only  job 
to  oar  very  rural  area,  with  no 
rail  link,  which  paid  more 
than  £4  per  hour. 

1 worked  30  hours  a week, 
finding  myself  at  the  end  cf  it 
little  more  than  £30  per  week 
better  off  than  if  I had  been  on 

income  support  My  family 
credit  was  almost  entirely  out- 
weighed by  rent  and  bus  feres. 
I wanted  to  work  for  reasons 
of  personal  development  and 
for  the  experience  but  it  took 
precious  Hme  away  from  my 
young  son  and  gave  little 
reward,  either  financially  or 
In  terms  of  job  satisfaction. 

The  working  hours  of  child- 
minders tend  to  be  8am-Q>m, 
Mondays  to  Fridays.  Much 
paid  work  fells  outside  these 
hours,  including  much  fac- 
tory, catering,  care  and  retail 
work  — mostly  what’s  avail- 
able to  the  load  job  centre. 
Staff  are  often  expected  to 
cover  on  a shift  basis.  No  won- 
der- many  lone  pararls  feel 
paid  work  is  pointless. 

Sally  A Johnson. 
STurstinRoad, 

Glastonbury  BA6  8HD. 


Eleven  years  ago,  when 
my  husband  left  me  with 
three  small  rhndrery  I worked 
as  a temporary  secretary  dur- 
ing school  hours  and  claimed 
income  support  in  the  holi- 
days, and  when  there  was  no 
temporary  work  available.  I 
was  thus  able  to  goto  experi- 
ence until  my  children  were 
old  enough  to  stay  at  home  on 
their  own  in  the  holidays  and 
I then  took  a permanent  job. 

Under  the  Government's 
proposals.  1 should  have  had 
to  stay  on  income  support,  not 
only  losing  the  opportunity  to 
gain  experience  but  costing  a 
good  deal  more  than  the  sav- 
ings currently  envisaged. 

There  must  be  many  people 
nowadays  who  will  not  be  able 
to  do  what  I did.  The  welfare- 
Co-work  proposals  would  not 
solve  the  question  of  child 
care  in  the  holidays,  or  when 
a child  is  sick,  and  most 
people  would  not  be  able  to 
earn  enough  to  pay  for  it 
HB  Fowler. 

9 The  Spinney, 

Wakefield  WF2  6JN. 

S ARGUMENTS  fell  on 
ears,  perhaps  only  as 
appeal  to  the  Government's 
Image  will  dent  their 
determination? 

Arotmd  2JS  mfflian  children 
to  lone-parent  families  will  be- 
come voters.  Can  the  Govern- 
ment afford  to  alienate  or 
socially  exdude  them?  These 


youngsters  are  fiercely  loyal 
to  their  mothers.  Under  the 
Tories,  daughters  of  lone 
mothers  became  Car  more  dis- 
illusioned with  politicians  and 
the  process  Itself  than  daugh- 
ters living  with  two  biological 
parents. 

Fifty  three  per  cent  believed 
that  “politicians  don’t  change 
anything”  compared  with  30 
per  cent  of  those  in  two-parent 
families.  More  than  twice  as 
many  children,  of  lone  parents 
said  voting  “has  nothing  to  do 
with  me”  and  39  per  cent  say 
“my  vote  won’t  make  a differ- 
ence” compared  with  17  per 
cent  of  those  to  two-parent 
homes.  They  are  understand- 
ably loyal  to  a parent  whom 
they  see  battling  to  bring  them 
up  while  being  constantly 
picked  on  by  politicians. 
Adrienne  Katz. 

2 Oarsman  Place, 

East  MtiLesey,  Surrey  KT89HJ. 

rhetoric  of  “childcare 
and  famlly-fHendly  em- 
ployment policies”  is  no  com- 
pensation for  the  brutal  cuts 
to  lone-parent  -benefit  which 
the  Government  appears  de- 
termined to  force  through  the 
Commons.  Most  lone  parents 
are  women.  Cutting  their 
benefits  will  not  help  them 
into  work;  it  will  only  make 
them  and  their  children 
poorer.  I hope  Labour  MPs 
will  take  their  courage  in 
their  hands  and  vote  against 


this  cut.  If  they  do  not  mil- 
lions of  women  (and  men)  will 
feel  they  have  no  representa- 
tion in  Parliament 
Cllr  Liz  Davies. 

Chair,  Women's  Committee. 
Islington  Council, 

Upper  Street,  London  Nl. 

CANT  the  Government  set 
that  all  parents  on  low  in- 
comes have  terrible  financial 
problems?  So  why  not  gradu- 
ally increase  the  '‘child**  com- 
ponent of  income  support  and 
family  credit  paid  to  two- 
parent  families  to  that  of  ana- 
parent  families  — level  up  in- 
stead of  levelling  (town? 

Janet  Evans, 

3 Wychwood  Court, 
Ascott-under-  wych  wood, 
Oxfordshire  OX7  SANi 

UfHEN  Peter  LiD»y  first  ap- 
VV  peered  an  TV  using  the 
term  "single  parent”  my  son, 
who  was  seven,  was  taken 
aback.  “He  means  people  like 
you,  mum,  right?  So  ofay  does 
he  keep  saying  stogie  parent? 
Does  be  not  mean  double 
parent?”  Perhaps  if  Mr  UUey 
had  used  this  more  appropri- 
ate term  at  the  start,  there 
would  have  been  better  recog- 
nition of  the  task  we  face  In 
bringing  up  our  children 
alone,  a task  made  Infinitely 
more  difficult  and  stressful 
when  money  is  short 
E McGregor. 

5 Ruthver  Place,  Fife  KY168SJ. 


Down  among 
the  men 

I WAS  shocked  to  read  that 
Fay  Weldon  thinks  fem- 
inism has  “gone  too  far”  (Pity 
poor  men.  G2,  December  9). 
Pm  sure  the  m^n  of  Hamp- 
stead are  agonising  about 
themselves,  hut  back  here  in 
the  real  world  it  is  hard  to  es- 
cape the  conclusion  that  fem- 
inism has  ground  to  a halt 
Where  I work,  for  example, 
there  are  no  female  directors 
or  managers,  and  no  sign  that 
there  win  beany  to  20  years’ 
time  Grass  sexual  harass- 
ment by  a board  member  Is 
regarded  as  funny,  the  com- 
pany still  gives  pin-up  calen- 
dars to  its  customers,  so  it  is 
not  likely  to  prevent  them 
being  displayed  throughout 
the  firm;  male  office  workers, 
having  distinct  functions,  are 
given  job  titles,  but  women 
office  workers  are  referred  to 
as  “the  girl”.  The  only  sign  of 
increasing  equality  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the-  heap,  where 
women  are  now  employed  to 
do  heavy  and  dirty  work  once 
done  only  by  men. 

I chaflenge  Fay  Weldon  to 
produce  one  shred  of  evidence 
that  young  men  “want  noth- 


tog  more  than  to  live  a domes- 
tic life”  unless  she  means  the 
domestic  life  their  fathers  had, 
where  wives  did  all  the  work 
and  they  went  to  the  pub. 
Name  and  address  supplied. 

FAY  Weldon's  approach  to 
men's  well-being  suggests 
we  should  beware  of  general- 
isations pnri  speak  only  from 
our  own  experience-  She  fails 
on  both  criteria. 

I am  a man,  but  Tm  not 
screwed  up  in  the  way  she 
suggests.  Self-employed  and 
working  from  home,  f earn 
less  than  my  wife.  I do  most  cf 
the  cooking  tor  the  four  of  us, 
and  some  of  tha  washing  and 
ironing.  I do  some  nice, 
mlddle-Class  thfaps  like  being 
a school  governor  and  pursu- 
ing an  interest  in  singing. 


Skateboarding  for  ever 


I READ  your  item  by  Jamie 
Wilson  (Skaters  face  ban 
from  city  centres,  December 
6)  with  despair.  As  a father  of 
two  sons  aged  15  and  12,  I 
have  come  to  know  and  love 
nollie  sbove-its,  tail  slides 
and  50-508.  Skateboarding  is  a 
brilliant  and  ingenious  res- 
ponse to  the  barren  urban 
landscape  of  the  latter  part  of 
this  century.  Because  the 
broad  open  fields  of  my  sub- 
urban youth  have  been  inexo- 
rably to-filled,  there  is  little 
space  for  recreative  pastimes 
like  football  or  cycling. 

I am  delighted  that  my  sons 
have  found  an  outlet  for  their 
natural  energy  and  physical 
creativity.  They  are  not  sniff- 
ing glue,  they  are  not  taking 
drugs  nor  mugging  old  ladles. 
The  civic  answer  to  ban  and 
bar  only  goes  to  confirm  what 
all  young  people  believe,  that 
the  old  people  in  charge  hate 
youth  and  are  out  to  get  them. 
Sadly,  they  are  probably 
right 

Murray  Butcher. 

14  Garth  Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey  KT25NY. 


FOR  many  street  skaters  in 
Leeds,  the  opportunity  to 
develop  and  display  their 
skills  in  the  council  summer 
skate  centre  in  Hyde  Park, 
did  appeal.  My  1 3-year-old  son 
and  his  friends,  rollerhladers 
and  skateboarders,  skated 
there  every  day,  from  the  day 
it  first  opened  until  the  day  it 
closed.  It  was  free,  accessible, 
safe  and  didn't  interfere  with 
anyone  else’s  enjoyment  of 
the  park.  It  became  a lively 
meeting  place  and  many  new 
friendships  were  formed. 

They  want  a permanent 
skate  park  and  would  like  to 
be  involved  in  the  art  and  de- 
sign of  something  that 
reflects  their  culture. 

Libby  Curtis. 

44  Royal  Park  Avenue, 

Leeds  LS61EY. 

IKE  Tom  Savoury  (i3),  I 
also  enjoy  skating  both  on 
ice  and  on  roller  blades.  Now 
we  have  a people’s  govern- 
ment, let  us  have  more  facili- 
ties and  routes  for  skaters. 
Charlotte  Green  (53). 

91  Abingdon  Road, 

London  wasQU. 


Worst  of  all,  Fm  also  well  on 
the  way  to  becoming  an  ac- 
credited counsellor,  most  of 
my  work  now  is  with  drink- 
dependant  clients  and  — yes 
— they  are  about  equally  men 
and  women. 

It  makes  me  wander  what 
sort  of  world  yon  media  types 
inhabit. 

Christopher  Davies. 

52  Lynwood  Road, 

London  W5UJ. 

%MfHAT  annoyed  me  about 
11  Fay  Weldon’s  article  was 
that  such  a badly-written, 
poorly-argued  piece  could  be 
published  simply  because  it 
was  written  by  someone  well 
known. 

Janice  Mclanghlin.  * 
Research  Fellow. 

Anglia  Polytechnic  University. 


A Country  Diary 


Brady’s  appeal 

Benedict  birnberg 

(Letters.  December  9)  is 
wrong  to  say  that  the  Press 
Complaints  Commission  did 
not  contest  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  divisional  court  during 
the  application  of  Ian  Brady 
for  judicial  review  of  a deci- 
sion by  the  commission  on  his 
complaint  We  did  and  both 
the  single  judges  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal  referred  to 
the  fact  that  it  "is  apparent 
that  the  tPCCl  reserves  its  po- 
sition as  to  whether  or  not 
they  are  a body  which  is  sub- 
ject to  judicial  review". 

The  point  was  never  argued 
because  two  single  judges  and 
three  judges  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  held  that  Mr  Brady 
had  no  arguable  case. 

It  is  also  incorrect  to  as- 
sume that  the  test  of  a public 
authority  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Human  Rights  Bill  is  the 
same  as  that  involving  juris- 
diction in  the  divisional  court 
Government  spokesmen  have 
made  it  dear  that  this  is  a 
matter  for  the  courts. 

Guy  Black. 

Director,  Press 
Complaints  Commission. 

1 Salisbury  Square. 

London  EC4Y8AE. 


CfcULTERNS:  The  premature 
bloomings  (or  were  they 
second  flowerings,  Mediterra- 
nean style?)  during  our  mild 
autumn  had  seemed  like  por- 
tents. The  “sUke"  holly  to  my 
wood  was  In 'bloom  by  mid- 
November.  and  rumours  of 
apple  blossom  and  precocious 
daffodils  made  roses  for 
Christmas  morning  a distinct 
possibility.  The  early  Decem- 
ber cold  snap  put  paid  to  that, 
but  I felt  it  was  worth  having  a 
look  at  some  local  Glaston- 
bury thorns  to  see  if  there  was 
any  chance  of  them  flowering 

at  Christmas  as  they  are  sup- 
posed to.  This  prodigy  was 
first  noted  at  Glastonbury  to 
the  mid-ieth  century.  It  is  al- 
most certainly  a rare  natural 
sport  of  the  common  haw- 
thorn, but  as  a variety  of  an 
already  magical  tree  which 
bloomed  on  Christ's  birthday, 
it  was  the  subject  of  great 
wonder  and  reverence.  The 
legend  grew  that  It  had  spmng 
from  Joseph  of  Arimathaea’s 
staff  or  from  a fragment  cf  the 
Crown  of  Thorns.  The  original 
tree  was  destroyed  by  the 


Puritans,  but  cuttings  had  by 
then  been  spread  across  the 
kingdom,  and  have  continued 
to  be  so  since.  They  were  ob- 
jects of  particular  attention  in 
2752.  when  the  calendar  was 
reformed  by  the  elimination  of 
11  whole  days.  Country 
people,  resentful  cf  what  they 
saw  as  state  meddling  with 
natural,  given  law,  watched 
the  trees  to  see  if  they 
bloomed  on  the  dd  religious 
date  or  the  new  civic  one.  At 
Quainton,  Bucks,  in  the  vale 
below  the  Chiltems,  2.000 
people  gathered  to  see  if  then- 
tree  would  bloom  on  "new” 
Christmas  Eve.  It  didn't,  and 
local  feeling  was  so  strong 
that  local  vicars  were  forced 
to  celebrate  Christmas  on  its 
old  date,  now  January  6.  I 
visited  Qualnton,  but  felled  to 
find  any  sign  of  its  famous 
tree  or  even  a descendant 
And  for  what  it's  worth.  I can 
report  that  there  are  unlikely 
to  be  any  flowers  on  the  local 
trees  this  “now”  Christmas 
Eve:  there  was  barely  a bud  on 
any  of  them. 

RICHARD  MaBBY 
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COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Matthew  Neman 


SINCE  it’s  her  own  leg- 
islation going  before 

the  House  today,  it 

seems  a Sir  bet  that  Harriet 
Haraum  win  vote  for  the 

benefits  bill  tonight.  Let  ns 

hope  so,  Since  this  wonld 
improve,  however  margin- 
ally, a quite  abysmal  voting 
record.  Glanidi^at  tbe  fig- 
ures from  her  time  tn  Oppo- 
sition, we  see  that  never,  in 
the  past  decade,  has  she 
ranked  In  the  top  half  of  the 

S46  MPs  who  vote  on  bills 

Having  peaked  in  1388  at 

377,  it  was  downhill  ftoan 
there.  In  1990  she  slipped  to 
547,  IAMmarityl  thona^r 

at  a pitiftil  601,  while  last 
year  (when  she  misseda 
vote  on  VAT— a three  line 
whip,  no  less — which  the 
then  Tory  eovermiient  ww 

by  one)  she  improved  to  a 
vibrant  561.  Anyone 
tempted  to  accuse  her  of 
truancy  should  resist,  how- 
ever, since  she  always  had 
permission:  Harriet  was 
one  of  only  two  Labour  MPs 
(the  other  being  Mr  Tony 

Blah)  granted  special  dis- 
pensation to  mise  votes. 
Those  single  mothers  whom 
Harriet  Is  so  frantically 
keen  to  send  oat  to  work 
will  be  Interested  to  learn 
the  reason  for  this  indul- 
gence. The  special  dispensa- 
tion was  given  purely  to 
allow  her  to  get  home  to 
spend  time  with  her  three 
young  children. 


EANWHtLE,  in  fur- 
ther cheering  news 
for  lone  parents,  1 
am  pleased  to  announce  a 
new  feature,  catchily  en- 
titled Things  To  TakeSingle 
Mothers’s  Minds  OffThose 
Benefit  Cuts- In 
TTTSMMOTBC,  we  will 
recount  tales  from  the  New 
Labour  school  ofleading  by 
example . . . tales  such  as 
dear  old  Derry  Irvine’s 
£59,000  wallpaper.  Any 
civil  servant  impressed  by 
ministerial  parsimony  is  in- 
vited to  pass  it  on,  anony- 
mously of  course,  and  we 
beginlomorrow  with  some 
touching  self-sacrifice  from 
my  old  friend  Pointless 
Jack  Cunningham. 


THE  Beverend  Barry 
Parker  writes  from 
Merseyside  with  a 
footnote  to  his  correspon- 
dence on  the  letters  page 
with  Richard  Branson  over 
the  latter’s  calamitous  Vir- 
gin Trainline-  Ah,  if  only  Mr 

Binimnn  rapid  Hrtng*h«» 

magical  success  rate  he  en- 
joys with  ballooning  to  the 
railways.  Rev  Barry  en- 
closes a photocopied  sheet 
from  Ms  phone  MB  showing 
22  attempts  to  get  through 
to  0345  222  383.  He  also  ap- 
pends a letter  indicating 
that,  as  a result,  BT  has 
kindly  added  the  Virgin 
Trainline  to  his  “Friends 
and  Family”  Bstaf  cut- 
price  numbers. 


I AM  fascinated  by  a sur- 
vey being  conducted  by 
Planet  Poll,  of  3 St  Johns 
Wood,  Bolton,  which  is  fox- 
ing people  to  invite  opin- 
ions about  Myra  Hindi  ay’s 
fixture.  The  document 
offers  three  options-- 1)  she 
should  “diel”  in  prison; 

2)  she  should  get  “parole!”; 
or  3)  that  she  should  he  set 
*Tkuer’\  The  precise  distinc- 
tion between  2)  and  8)  is  a 
little  obscure,  but  recipi- 
ents are  asked  to  tick  erne  of 

these  boxes  and  fax  it  back 

to  0896  206 206.  Those 
thinking  of  doing  so  are 
directed  to  the  small  print. 
“The  cost  of  opera  ting  this 
opinion  poll  is  partly 
funded  by  your  use  of  our 
0898  number  charged  at 
loop  per  minute,”  it 
reveals.  “The  maximum 
duration  of  returning  this 
fax  is  4 minutes."  Partly 

funded,  indeed. 


^^LOTH  caps  off  to  the 
■ Mirror  for  a feature 

the  Andy  Capp  tra- 
dition. Reporter  Tracey 
Harrison  describes  how  she 
took  advantage  of  a new 
British  Airways  offer  to  fly 
to  Barbados  for  lunch  and  a 
quick  dip,  and  then  flew 
home  the  same  day . ..  and 
all  for  just  £5,826.  It  doesn't 
sound  much,  of  course,  but 
given  Monty  Montgomery's 
for  tppntHng  any- 

thingon  his  papers,  it  still 
seemed  odd  My  colleague 
Simon  Bowers  rang  Mirror 
editor  Piers  Morgan  for  a 
little  e.Tha*,  fjwilfng  him  In  an 

affable  mood.  “Of  course 

the  travel  company  paid  for 
IfsaldPiera.  “Don’t  you 
understand  the  concept  of 
the  travel  feature?”  WeB, 
we  thought  we  did;  If  s just 
that  the  line  “TraceyBarrl- 
sonpaysa  visit  to  the  Carib- 
bean for  £8.000”  bamboo- 
zled us.  “Nice  try,”  says 
Piers,  “but  that  doesn't 
mean  it  was  paid  for."  Of 
course.  Sorry  for  being  so 

thick. 


Alan  Partridge  - our 
man  of  the  90s 


Commentary 


A HAl  Alan  Partridge  is 
still  fanny.  Even 
now.  banned  from 
network  telly  and  ex- 
iled to  the, wasteland  of  Radio 
Norwich’s  early  morning 
show  — Up  With  The  Par- 
tridge — the  chat-show  host 
from  >w»n  remains  an  instru- 
ment of  pitch-perfect  media 
parody.-  “Now,  if s time  to 
play  Cockle-Doodle . . . Who?” 
he  burbles,  introducing  his 
morning  quiz,  before  spin- 
ning “classic  tracks”  from  the 
likes  of  China  Crisis,  Yazoo 
and  Bryan  Adams. 

But  in  tills  second  series, 
which  wrapped  up  an  BBG2 
on-  Monday,  the  character 
which  began  as  a smart  exer- 
cise in  irony  struck  a deeper, 
darker  chord,  r.fito  Tony  Han- 
cock or  the  best  creations  of 
Peter  Sellers,  Steve  Coogan’s 
man  in  the  Pringle  sweater 
suddenly  aeqntrpri  a touch  Of 


pathos.  The  naffoess  of  broad- 
casting technique  was  no 
longer  foe  main  gag.  Instead, 
Partridge’s  creators  offered  a 
dose-up  view  of  foe  charac- 
ter's life  off-air,  so  finelyob- 
served  it  was  often  painful  to 
watch.  Partridge’s  wife  has 
left  him,  he  lives  in  a hotel 
baa  no  friends.  He  aches 
for  companionate  — aa>tng 
total  strangers  if  they  fency  a 
pint  after  work  — and  yet  is 
so  rude,  vain  and  selfish  that 

no  ww  nan  gtand  >ifm  . 

AIL  this  was  a brave  gamble 
by-  foe  Partridge  team.  It’s 
risky  making  a vile  bastard 
foe  lead  character  of  a situa- 
tion comedy,  and  they  were 
also  abandoning  a winning 
formula  — foe  sending-up  of 
cheesy  light  entertainment. 
But  Coogan  and  company 
have  pulled  off  a trick  few  sit- 
coms ever  achieve.  Jzx  Alan 
Partridge,  they  have  come 
dose  to  capturing  foe  spirit  of 
the  times.  As  foe  man  himself 
might  put  it  Meet  Alan  Par- 
tridge, Man  Of  The  90s. 

There  is  a precedent.  For 
Alan  Partridge  could  be  to  foe 
3990s  what  Reginald  Perrin 
was  to  foe  1970s  — a surreal 
representative  of  ourselves. 

Perrin  was  the  ultimate  in 
corporate  man,  a time-serving 
middle-manager  in  a middle- 
ranking company.  For  years 


he  deferred  to  his  boss  — 
remember  CJ?  — and  duti- 
fully fnipd  hi*  place  in  ftp 
hierarchy.  He  kept  foe  same 
office,  same  secretary  and 
same  on  the  8fi6  train  to 
Waterloo.  His  problem  was 

ennni  his  dream  escape  from 

the  rat  race.  Twenty  years 
later,  end  job  security  tike 
that  is  a fofog  of  foe  last 
Alan  Partridge  is  foe  chronic 
freelance,  a man  who  meets 
foe  new  top  dog  at  the  BBC 
and  asks  not  for  a job,  but  a 
six-month  contract  He  does 
network  in  a firm,  but  awns 
his  own  small  company;  Pear- 
tree  Productions.  Ccoporate 
loyally  is  non-existent  When 

Partridge  fells  to  get  his  des- 
perately-desired second 
series,  he  has  to  choose  be- 
tween giving  up  his  Rover  800 
or  andrinf  aji  big  employees. 
Hie  fires  the  lot  — over  a 
speakerphone 
The  kind  of  work  Britain 
does  has  also  changed  since 
Perrin’s  day.  He  was  with  a 
company  that  actually  mads 
things:  Sunshine  Desserts. 
Partridge  is  in  that  most  90s 
of  industries:  ft«*  madia  In- 
deed, foe  shift  from  manufac- 
turing to  service  is  one  of  the 
themes  of  the  Alan  Partridge 

JUgtmm.  Much  IS  niarto  of 
petrol  station  mini-marts, 
courtesy  hot-towels  and 


hotels  that  boast  “a  24-hour 
carver?**.  These  convenient 
little  details  matter  to  Alan, 
just  like  they  seem  to  matter 
to  foe  rest  of  us. 

The  difference  In  Messrs’ 
Partridge  and  Perrin's  domes- 
tic arrangements  is  equally 
telling.  Leonard  Rosslter’s 
character  used  to  be  waved  to 
work  each  morning  by  his 
stay-at-home  wife  Elizabeth. 
She  Would  hnnri  him  hi 3 brief- 
case and  him  on  the 

cheek  before  plunging  into  a 
day  of  boose  work.  If  he  was 
going  to  be  late  for  dinner  — 
or  inviting  foe  boss  round  for 
sherry  — be  would  telephone 
in  advance.  All  British  sit- 
coms— Terry  And  June,  The 
Good  Life  — were  like  that  in 
the  70s.  But  sow  htane  for 
Alan  Partridge  is  a single 
room  in  a Travel  Tavern.  He 


She  asks,  ‘Are  you 
getting  out  here — 
or  going  all  the  way 
with  me?’ Partridge 
is  so  terrified 
he  runs  away 


moved  in  after  his  wife  threw 
him  out  — to  room  for 
her  fitness  instructor.  Par- 
tridge has  a son.  but  he  never 
sees  htm.  He  is  permanently 
single,  his  only  reliable 
source  of  company  his  long- 
suffering  xmH  equally  imply 
PA-  In  today’s  sttratn,  family 
lift  ig  tmfcgi 

Even  sex  has  become 
blurry.  Reggie  Perrin  loved 
his  wife  and  lusted  after  his 
“busty"  secretary,  Joan.  Par- 
tridge, by  contrast.  Is  sexually 
confused,  pingned  by  recur- 


ring images  of  himself  as  a 
leather-thonged  lap-dancer, 
performing  for  men.  He's  con- 
stantly unsettled  by  images  of 
sexual  ambiguity  — seeing 
the  Crying  Game  or  the  “lady- 
boys”  an  foe  hotel  pom  chan- 
nel- “I  think  Alan's  not  gay, 
but  he’s  frightened  that  he 
might  be.”  speculates  co- 
writer and  producer  Ar 

nwnrfa  hnunffi. 

partridge  feces  a challenge 
Perrin  never  met  the  asser- 
tive woman.  The  hotel  recep- 
tionist delights  in  taunting 
her  perennial  guest-  to  the  lift 
she  asks.  “Are  you  getting  out 
here  — or  going  all  the  way 
with  me?”  Partridge  Is  so  ter- 
rified, he  runs  away. 

One  contrast  is  less  explicit 
Perrin’s  world  was  a softer 

place,  where  people  did 

tbtnps  together.  He  travelled 
to  work  on  the  train,  white 
Partridge  cannot  be  separated 
from  his  car. 

Reggie’s  last  great  mission 
was  to  set  up  a commune 
where -people  would  learn  to 
love  each  other.  Alan  Par- 
tridge's sole  ambition  is  to 
have  his  own  fece  hack  on 
television.  If  that  means  hus- 
tling for  work  at  a ftineral. 
he'll  do  it 

Historians  flnH  pn 

tbia  quite  iHtpftd-  I-Htp  the 
union  stoppages  and  drinks 
cabinets  of  Reginald  Perrin, 
the  mobile  phones,  theme- 
park  heritage  sites  and  corpo- 
rate videos  of  Alan  Partridge 
make  a pretty  effective  time- 
capsule.  Future  students  anx- 
ious to  know  about  the  rise  of 
tb»  flexible  market,  the  shift 
from  manufacturing  to  ser- 
vice industry  and  the  break- 
down of  family  and  collective 
life  in  Britain  could  do  a lot 
worse  than  to  sit  down  and 
watch  Alan  Partridge.  And 
they'll  get  a jolly  good  laugh 
into  the  bargain.  Aha! 


Not  exactly  a beacon,  say  Howard  Glennerster  and  Julian  Le  Grand  of  the 
Government’s  much-trumpeted  NHS  reforms — but  maybe  a useful  light  bulb 

NHS  is  not  dead  yet 


Reaction  to  foe 

White  Paper  on  the 
reorganisation  of 
the  NHS  published 
yesterday  will  de- 
pend on  whether  you  believe 
the  rhetoric  or  foe  snbstancft. 
Tbe  rhetoric  is  very  much  in 
line  with  Labour’s  manifesto: 
“The  internal  market  is  to  be 
abolished”,  “the  GP  fund-bold- 
ing is  to  be  replaced”,  “co- 
operation wfiZ  replace  compe- 
tition". The  substance  is 
different.  In  feet,  the  key  ele- 
ments of  foe  old  internal  mar- 
ket will  be  retained. 

The  split  between  the  pur- 
chasing services  and-  those 
providing  them  remains.  The 
arrangements  between  pur- 
chasers and  providers  are  to 
be  called  "service  agree- 
ments” bntr  are  unlikely  to 
differ  signlflcanfly  from  cur- 
rent contracts,  except  that 
they  may  be  more  kxngterm. 

The  new  GP-led  commis- 
sioners will  held  budgets,  and 


in  consequence  will  look 
remarkably  fora  the  present 
“multi  ftmds”  and  “total  pur- 
chasing” groups  of  GPs  who 
commi-ssion  all  hospital  care 
on  behalf  of  their  patients  — 
what  some  people  regard  as 
fin*  nlllnale  «gtmrinn  of  fond 
hoUrttng. 

These  groups  will  be  able  to 
switch  hospitals  if  they  are 
dissatisfied  with  their  existing 
ones,  although  only  as  a last 
resort  after  other  attempts  at 
improving  performance  have 
faded-  So  tbe  possibility  of 
competition  remains.  It  was 
this  power  that  made  ftmd- 
hoiders  so  effective,  and  itwfll 
now  be  extended  to  all  GPs. 

Afi  this  is  to  foe  good.  The 
purchaser-provider  split  is 
wtowHai  if  the  power  of  the 
big  hospitals  to  drive  foe 
health  service  is  to  be  curbed. 
The  evidence  from  foe  previ- 
ous government’s  reforms 
suggested  that  GPs  holding 
some  kind  of  budget  were  the 


most  effective  purchasers. 
And  it  would  be  impossible  to 
retain  foe  purchaser-provider 
split  if  purchasers  didnot  hold 
foe  ultimate  sanction  of  being 
ahip  to  tvVe  their  business 
elsewhere  — - a sanction  which 
must  be  seen  to  be  real  if  foese 
plans  are  to  work  and  carry 
GPs  with  them. 

UT  the  White 
Paper  has  not 
solved  all  the 
NHS ‘s  organisa- 
tional problems  — 
and  may  have  created  some  of 
its  own.  The  new  GP-led 
groups  will  have  to  negotiate 
long-term  agreements  with  a 
range  of  parties  in  chiding  the 
hospitals  and  local  authori- 
ties. There  is  too  much  belief 
In  collaboration  and  not 
enough  hard  Choices  here. 
Hospitals  and  their  consul- 
tants are  past  masters  at  de- 
lay. The  relationship  between 
local  authorities  and  the 


Poison  of  the  nuclear  lies 


George  Monbiot 


Ljxb  KARA CHAY  in 
the  Urals  is  so  radio- 
active that  you  can 
contract  acute  radiation 
sickness,  merely  by  stroll- 
ing axonnd  it.  The  nuclear 
waste  dumped  there  by  a 
nearby  weapons  complex  Is 
now  spreading  through  the 
groundwater;  it  will  poison 
tens  of  thousands  of  people 
before  leaching  into  the 
Arctic  Ocean.  , , .. 

This,  of  course,  is  just  the 
latest  of  a string  of  nuclear 
horrors  unspoaHng  in  tfae 

former  Soviet  union.  A 
senior  Russian  scientist  has 
estimated  that  16  per  cent 
jjf  tbe  children  bom  in  Ms 
country  in  the  last  fom- 
years  have  mental  or  physi- 


cal abnormalities  caused  by 
radiation-  When  we  hear 
stories  like  tMg,  we  thank 
God  that  we  Bvb  in  the  land 
of  accountable  government 
and  traceable  waste  chains. 
But  tbe  horrible  troth  is 
slowly  creeping  up  on  ns: 
our  own  nuclear  catastro- 
phe differs  from  Russia’s 
only  in  scale. 

The  lies  are  the  same,  foe 
cover-ups  are  the  same,  the 
staggering  disregard  for 
human  safety  is  the  same. 
We  arc  fortunate  merely  in 
that  our  nuclear  pro- 
gramme Is  smaller  than  foe 
former  Soviet  Union’s: 
there  is  less  with  which  to 
poison  ns-  Last  week  the 
UK  atomic  Energy  Author- 
ity (UKAEA)  finally  agreed 
to  remove  foe  lethal  stew  of 
plntuninm,  enriched  ura- 
nium and  explosive  cool- 
ants which  workers  at  its 
-Dounreay  nuclear  plant 
b«»«i  thrown  down  a hole 
behind  the  crumbling 
coastal  cliffs. 

The  ftnwp  has  exploded 
once  already:  In  1977  radio- 
active particles  were  scat- 
tered over  the  surrounding 
freflrfies-  UKAEA  lied  fin- 


years  about  the  incident. 
Then,  two  years  ago,  men 
In  space  suits  were  sent  to 
pick  up  the  pebbles  over 
which  chfldrgn  had  been 
playing  for  18  years.  While 
radiation  has  been  leaking 
steadily  from  many  of  our 
nuclear  dumps  and  instal- 
lations, information  has 
been  leaking  rather  more 
sporadically. 

This  summer  the  govern- 
ment admitted  that  unclear 
waste  has  been  secretly  dis- 
carded in  eight  places  in 
coastal  waters  and  around 
500  landfill  sites,  some  of 
which  are  now  believed  to 
be  leaking.  Last  year,  a 
stack  of  drams  of  uranium 
waste,  some  rusted 
through;  was  discovered  on 
a farm  In  the  Midlands.  No 
one  could  explain  how  It 
got  there. 

All  this,  as  UKAEA  Is 
anxious  to  dear,  is 

tile  result  of  delinquency 
way  back  in  the  industry's 
youth.  Since  then,  accord- 
ing to  the  director  of  Donn- 
reay,  “The  whole  culture 
has  changed  quite  radi- 
cally. We  want  to  be  com- 
pletely open  and  honest 


health  service  has  never  been 
easy,  and  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  is  now  at  an  aD-time 
low. 

The  role  of  the  centre  is  not 
dear.  Win  it  subject  tbe  new 
Primary  Care  Groups  to  the 
relentless  bombardment  of 
directives  of  foe  kind  that 
stifled  tbe  dd  health  authori- 
ties? The  nostalgic  attachment 
to  old-style  performance  man- 
agement and  the  reluctance  of 
tbe  centre  really  to  let  go  have 
permeated  the  NHS  since  its 
inception,  and  are  still  appar- 
ent in  some  of  the  new 
proposals. 

The  commissioning  groups 
may  be  large:  up  to  50  GPs  or 
more.  But  research  evidence 
on  GP  ptnebasizig  and  com- 
missioning suggests  that  tbe 
.smaller  the  group,  the  better  it 
works.  Also  the  bigger  the 
group,  fow  greater  foe  danger 
that  their  purchasers  consti- 
tute too  large  a portion  of  local 
hospitals’  income,  thereby 


now.”  If  8 hard  to  see  why 
we  should  trust  him.  Last 
month,  the  Scottish  Envi- 
ronmental Protection 
Agency  asked  the  courts  to 
charge  Dounreay  with  im- 
porting volatile  radioactive 
waste  without  a proper 
licence.  It  is  also  bring 
prosecuted  for  contaminat- 
ing some  of  its  workers. 
This  summer,  UKABA’s 
that  tfinnanurtu  Of 
drums  dumped  off  the 
Channel  contained 

no  plutonium  were  exposed 
as  shameless  lies. 

WE  have  yet  to  see  a 
radical  change  in 

foe  culture  of  any 
part  of  the  industry,  or,  for 
that  matter,  in  that  of  foe 
government  departments 
and  the  deeply  compro- 
mised National  Radiologi- 
cal Protection  Board  which 
shield  it.  British  Nuclear 
Fuels  Ltd  has  made  much  of 
its  visitor  centre  and  lavish 
website,  hut  its  pnbHc  edu- 
cation programme  could 
scarcely  be  better  designed 
to  reduce,  rather  than  en- 
hance, publie  under- 
standing. 

Its  disinclination,  to  tell 
the  whole  story  is  hardly 
surprising.  Seliafleld’s 
radioactive  discharges 

have  been  turning  up  aster 


restricting  their  ability  to 
shift  business  elsewhere.  This 
problem  was  particularly 
acute  far  the  old  health  au- 
thorities, who  often  could  not 
alter  their  pattern  of  purchas- 
ing fra:  fear  of  “destabilising” 
local  hospitals. 

Despite  these  problems,  foe 
proposals  deserve  a cautious 
welcome,  not  least  because  de- 
spite foe  rhetoric,  they  pre- 
serve tbe  features  of  the  old 
quasi-market  that  research 
has  demonstrated  to  be  foe 
most  successfoL  Particularly 
important  is  the  avoidance  of 
an  immediate  big-bang  intro- 
duction of  untested  reforms. 
Instead  the  emphasis  is  on 
building  on  arihAmPR  that  have 
proved  themselves,  and  on 
pilots  and  experiments.  It 
demonstrates  an  important 
lesson:  that  we  can  learn  from 
experience. 


The  authors  are  professors  of 
social  policy  at  the  LSE 


away  as  Canada.  Shellfish 
in  the  Irish  Sea  are  14  times 
more  radioactive  than  foe 
Enropean  Union’s  con- 
sumption limits  permit, 
and  you  can  tell  how  close 
to  yteiiafield  children  live 
by  foe  amount  of  pluto- 
nium in  their  teeth.  When 
reports  commissioned  by 
the  waste  disposal  company 
Nirex  showed  that  its  plans 
to  bury  waste  at  Sellafleld 
were  flawed  and  extremely 
dangerous,  rather  than 
abandon  foe  plans,  ft  chose 
to  suppress  the  reports. 

The  unclear  industry  has 
also  lied  to  us  about  its 
costs.  Last  month,  a team  of 
economists  revealed  that 
the  companies’  provisions 
for  decommissioning  their 
plants  fell  short  by  £30 
billion.  The  missing  money 
will  have  to  be  found  by  the 
taxpayer.  If  foe  industry 
guarded  our  lives  as  zeal- 
ously as  It  guards  the  feets, 
we  would  have  nothing  to 
fear. 

UKAEA’s  advertised 
change  of  heart  merits  as 
much  suspicion  as  any  of 
its  other  public  pronounce- 
ments. This  incubus  has 
parasitised  ns  long  enough. 
It  is  not  just  the  dump  at 
Dounreay  which  needs  to 
be  disposed  oft  but  the  en- 
tire poisoned  industry. 


Tell  the  truth 
about  the 
benefit  cuts 


Roy  Hattersley 


EMOCRACY  is  in  dan- 
ger. Tbe  threat  comes 
neither  from  the  size  of 
Tony  Blair’s  majority  nor  the 
ruthless  determination  with 
which  his  whips  Impose  their 
will  on  supine  backbenchers. 
The  problem  is  the  Opposi- 
tion, which  is  not  so  much 
ineffective  as  non-existent. 
New  Labour's  messianic  zeal 
to  modernise  is  not  likely  to 
be  modified  by  anything  that 
happens  in  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  at  least  William 
Hague  and  the  most  anony- 
mous shadow  cabinet  since 
foe  war  could  make  ministers 
take  the  trouble  to  Justify 
their  policies  — rather  than 
behave  as  if  everything  the 
Government  does  is  self-evi- 
dently right.  When  it  is  at  its 
weakest.  Labour  wins  tbe  ar- 
gument by  default. 

If  Harriet  Harman  is 
capable  of  gratitude,  she 
ought  to  say  a prayer  each 
night  not  for  Gordon  Brown, 
her  patron,  but  lan  Duncan 
Smith,  her  shadow  — a man 
whose  brilliance  is,  in  Lord 
Macaulay's  words,  “more  dis- 
cussed than  observed”.  No 
doubt  he  will  lead  for  the 
Opposition  when  Parliament 
debates  the  Government’s 
plan  to  abolish  the  “lone 
parent  premium".  On  foe  evi- 
dence of  recent  performances, 
he  will  make  a bash  of  1L 
When  politicians  steal  their 
enemies'  clothes,  the  original 
owners  have  to  make  a simple 
decision.  Do  they  or  do  they 
not  still  support  the  policy 
which  has  been  expropriated? 
The  theft  itself  is  of  little  inter- 
est outside  the  Palace  of 
Westminster. 

Yet  all  that  Duncan  Smith 
seems  capable  of  saying  is 
that  Harriet  Harman  has 
changed  her  mind.  Of  course 
she  h»g  — or  has  had  it 
changed  for  her.  But  IRurns 
in  themselves  are  neither  in- 
trinsically reprehensible  nor 
invariably  unpopular.  The 
public  likes  open-minded  gov- 
-emment  The  biggest  change 
of  course  since  the  war  was 
the  Tories’  decision  to  aban- 
don the  pall  tax.  Far  from 
making  them  unpopular,  it 
made  victory  possible  in  1992. 
Instead  of  reading  selected 
passages  from  Harriet  Har- 


man’s Opposition  speeches  — 
an  unrewarding  exercise  at 
the  best  of  times  — Duncan 
Smith  ought  to  address  the 
two  main  arguments.  Should 
lone  parents  receive  an  extra 
payment  and  nan  the  nation 
afford  to  pay  it? 

The  bold  answer  would  be  a 
challenge  to  the  very  basis  of 
all  tbe  government's  least- 
acceptable  policies  — its  mys- 
tical belief  that  it  has  a duty  to 


follow  the  spending  pattern 
laid  down  by  its  Ton-  prede- 
cessors. No  serious  commen- 
tator now  believes  that.  If 
John  Major  had  been  re- 
elected, his  chancellor  would 
have  remained  slavishly  com- 
mitted to  Kenneth  Clnrke's  ex- 
penditure forecast . Indeed, 
Clarke  said  almost  ns  much 
during  a radio  broadcast  in 
which  we  both  recently  took 
part.  For  Labour  to  stick  to 
plans  which  the  architect  now 
repudiates  ts  patently  absurd. 
Duncnn  Smith's  speech  is 
easy  enough  to  write 
"Thanks  to  Conservative  pru- 
dence. economy  even  stronger 
than  we  hoped...  Erred  on 
the  side  ol  caution  . . Relax- 
ation now  possible . . . With 
the  PSBR  in  so  healthy  n con- 
dition. we  can  now  advocate 
the  compassionate  policies 
which  typify  the  New  Conser 
vatism."  That  ought  to  add 
about  ts?  names  to  Labours 
list  of  reliels 

On  the  other  hand,  Dune. ui 
Smith  could  enthiLsiastically 
endorsc  what  he  can  rightly 
describe  as  the  acceptance  of 
both  Tory  fiscal  pruck-nce  and 
Conservative  Grndgrind  phi- 
losophy. The  n\U  impetus  be- 
hind the  cancellation  of  the 
lone  parent  premium  is  not 
financial,  li  is  the  belief  that  a 
comprehensive  wolfare-to- 
work  programme  requires  all 
benefit  recipient  to  be  driven 
towards  Jobs.  That  conviction 
is  reinforced  by  a distaste  for 
one-parent  families  which  is 
felt  in  the  higher  echelons  of 
government  — a distaste 
based  on  tbe  ignorant  better 
that  they  are  young,  irrespon- 
sible and  certainly  not  en- 
titled to  be  subsidised  from 
the  taxes  paid  by  respectable, 
middle-class,  traditional  fam- 
ilies. Since  both  Duncan 
Smith  and  half  of  the  Labour 
leadership  believe  exactly 
that  publicly  acknowledging 
the  prejudice  would  produce  a 
healthier  debate.  And  another 
40  Labour  backbenchers 
would  join  in  the  revolt 

AS  THINGS  stand,  it 
seems  that  the  Opposi- 
tion will  sit  in  tbe 
chamber  and  watch  a minor 
government  rebellion  fizzle 
out  And  that  is  exactly  what 
the  New  Labour  leadership 
wants  — a pathetically'  unsuc- 
cessful protest  “Look,"  they 
will  say,  “we  toughed  it  out." 
And  tough  — as  long  as  only 
the  poor  are  affected  by  the 
consequences  — has-  become  ■ 
the  principal  New  Labour  vir- 
tue. “The  middle  classes  and 
their  values  are  safe  in  our 
hands."  they  will  add.  “New- 
Labour  will  stand  firm  against 
the  debilitating  forces  of  care 
and  compassion.”  And  Tony 
Blair  will  go  cm  talking,  as  be 
did  on  Monday  night  after  the 
launch  of  his  Exclusion  Unit 
about  foe  bard  choices  that 
have  to  be  made  — implying 
that  the  Government  cannot 
protect  lone  parents  without 
sacrificing  some  other  parts  of 
its  social  programme.  That  is, 
of  course,  nonsense.  Yet  the 
feeblest  Opposition  in  living 
memory  is  incapable  of  saying 
so. 


■CARS  PARCEL  RMEHQCHCY  CHRISTMAS  APPEAL! 


Rada  doesn’t  expea 
presents  this  Christinas. 
His  parents  don’t  even 
have  money  for 
beating,  warm  clothes 
or  food  - and  the 
temperature  will  Soon 
drop  to  Siberian  levels. 
He  may  not  survive  tbe 
winter  at  home,  and 
then  his  parents  will  be 
forced  to  send  him  to 
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an  orphanage.  Thousands  of  children  are  in  Radii’s 
position  now  as  deep  poverty  and  bitter  cold  force 
parents  to  take  the  heartbreaking  decision  to  put  their 
child  in  an  orphanage. 

Yonr  gift  of  £25  will  bring  hope  and  help  keep 
Romanian  children  in  their  families  thfc 
Christmas.  And  for  always. 

You  can  beip  protea  a child  from  a cold  and  hungry 
winter  at  home  or  the 
trauma  of  life  in  an 
orphanage  by  sending  £25. 
This  will  help  one  of  our 
Childcare  Officers  to 
deliver  Care  Parcels  of 
basic  essentials  to  a family 
in  need  and  keep  them 
together  for  Christmas. 


Help  deliver  a Care  Parcel  to 
Romania  this  Christmas  for  only  t25 
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10  OBITUARIES 

Shehu  Musa  Yar’Adua 


Fall  of  the  north  star 


FOB  observers  of  Ni- 
geria, the  death  in 
prison  of  the  former 
military  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Shehu  Musa 
Yar'Adua,  at  the  age  of  54  was 
not  a shock.  It  could  have 
been  Chief  MKL  Abiola,  the 
expected  winner  of  the 
aborted  1933  presidential  elec- 
tions or  Yar’Adua's  ex-chief, 
General  Olusegun  Obasanjo. 
It  is  a cold  and  iron  age  in  a 
country  of  m ilitary  corruption 
and  misrule  whose  prisons 
brim  with  political  prisoners. 

Some  have  already  pointed 
out  that  when  Kudirat,  the 
wife  of  Abiola,  was  shot  dead 
In  broad  daylight  in  Lagos  in 
1996  the  heavens  did  not  fell. 
Others  have  recalled  the  1995 
execution,  amidst  interna- 
tional entreaties,  of  Ken  Sara- 1 
Wiwa  and  eight  others  to  but- ; 
tress  their  conviction  that 
Yar’Adua's  demise  wHL,  at 
worst,  only  embarrass  the 
government  of  military  ruler 
General  Sani  Abacha. 

But  they  miss  the  point. 
Yar’Adua  belongs  to  a differ- 
ent class.  Abiola's  strength  is 
in  the  south-west,  but  Yar’A- 
dua was  bora  in  Yar’Adua  vfl- 
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Spirit 
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lage  near  Katsina  in  the 
northernmost  part  of  Nigeria. 
By  virtue  of  his  Fulani  ori- 
gins, he  belonged  to  a rela- 
tively small  but  politically  as- 
tute ethnic  group  affiliated  to 
the  Hausa  who  have,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  always 
controlled  the  levers  of  power 
in  Nigeria.  His  father  was  a 
minister  in  the  First  Republic 
government  of  Alhajl  Sir  Abu- 
bakar  Tafawa  Balewa,  termi- 
nated In  the  country's  first 
coup  d'etat  in  January  1966. 

Yar'Adua  attended  Katsina 
Government  Secondary 
School.  He  was  one  of  the 
many  school  leavers  from  the 
core  north,  encouraged  by 
Northern  People's  Congress 
leader  Alhajl  Sir  Abmadu 
Bello,  the  most  powerful  poli- 
tician of  the  time,  to  join  the 
army.  Yar’Adua  attended  the 
Military  Training  College. 
Zaria,  and  Sandhurst 

At  the  time  of  the  January 
1966  coup  he  was  an  army 
lieutenant  In  Eastern  Nigeria, 
a posting  which  meant  that  he 
was  not  physically,  a part  of 
the  bloody  July  1966  counter- 
coup.  During  the  civil  war,  he 
fought  the  Biafran  secession- 


ists, rising  by  1970  to  brigade 
commander. 

In  1975,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yar’Adua,  backed  by  Briga- 
dier Murtala  Muhammed, 
teamed  with  other  middle- 
ranking officers  to  topple  Gen- 
eral Yakubu  Gowon’s  regime. 
Yar'Adua  became  transport 
miniatpr  under  Mortala  Mu- 
bammed  — who  was  killed  six 
I months  later  in  a failed  coup 


regime  relinquished  power  to 
President  She hu  Shagari 's 
elected  government  and  Major 
General  Yar’Adua,  still  only 
36.  retired  from  the  army.  He 
hari  time  and  money,  and  a 
political  future  beckoned.  The 
opportunity  came  during  the 
transition-to-civtl-rule  pro- 
gramme of  General  Ibrahim 
Banangida.  Yar’Adua  gave  a 
good  account  of  himself  in  the 


From  behind  bars  he  wielded  enormous 
influence,  which  necessitated  his 
movement  from  prison  to  prison 


THE  French  cinema  has 
always  provided  a 
stream  of  beautiful,  in- 
telligent. free-spirited 
actresses,  no  more  so  than  in 
the  1960s.  As  new,  young  dir 
rectors  came  in  with  la  nou- 
veile  vague,  so  too  did  new, 
young  stars.  Some,  like 
Jeanne  Moreau,  Stephane  Au- 
dran  and  Catherine  Deneuve, 
went  on  long  after  the  new 
wave  was  spent.  Others  who 
emerged  at  the  same  time, 
such  as  Franco  ise  Brian,  Al- 
exandra Stewart  and  Fran- 
co fee  Prevost,  who  has  died  of 
cancer  aged  67,  had  careers 
that  were  less  defined  after 
those  heady  days. 

Three  films  in  particular 
brought  Prevost  to  the  atten- 
tion of  critics  and  the  public, 
Pierre  East’s  Bel  Age.  i960, 
and  Jean-Gabriel  Alhicocco’s 


attempt  Olusegun  Obasanjo 
replaced  Murtala  as  head  of 
state,  and  Yar’Adua  leap- 
frogged at  least  15  senior  offi- 
cers to  become  Chief  of  Staff 
Supreme  Headquarters  and 
number  two  to  Obasanjo-  The 
preference  given  to  Yar'Adua 
was  political,  since  he  was  a 
tar  north  Muslim  like  the 
murdered  Murtala  and  it  was 
felt  important  to  assuage  the 
almighty  region’s  feelings, 
la  1979,  the  Obasanjo 


La  Fille  aux  Yeux  d'Or.  1961 
— directors  who. faded  after 
initial  successes  — and  one 
by  Jacques  Rivette,  still  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with. 
The  latter  was  Parts  Nous  Ap- 
partient  ( Paris  Belongs  To  Os. 
I960)  in  which  Prevost,  as  the 
catalyst  of  tragedy,  states: 
“Evil  has  not  merely  one  face. 
That  would  be  too  simple.” 

Franco  fee.  daughter  of  the 
writer  Jean  Prevost  and  Mar- 
caila  Auclair,  the  founder  of 
Marie-Claire  magazine, 
studied  acting  with  Jean  VI- 
lar,  and  made  her  stage  debut 
at  18  in  Marcel  Achard’s  Jean 
de  la  Lime.  But  her  career 
only  took  off  in  the  cinema  in 
the  early  1960s. 

In  Pierre  East’s  episodic 
Bel  Age  (clumsily  translated 
as  Love  Is  When  You  Make  IQ, 
one  of  the  first  new-wave  ex- 


Fran poise  Prevost . . . actress  who  suffered  no  problems  with  stage  fright 


presidential  primaries,  but  he 
never  had  a crack  at  the  presi- 
dency because  the  process 
was  cancelled  while  Yar'Adua 
and  many  others  were  banned 
from  politics.  This  was  the  de- 
velopment that  enabled 
Abiola  and  other  unbanned 
politicians  to  stand  for  the 
presidency. 

When  General  Sani  Abacha 
seized  power  In  November 
1993,  he  set  up  a constituent 
assembly,  to  which  Yar'Adua 


ptorations  Into  the  sex  lives  of 
the  young  Parisian  set,  Pro- 
vost played  the  sophisticated 
prey  of  a man  (Gianni  Espo- 
sito) wishing  to  perfect  his 
methods  of  seduction,  but  she 
rejects  him  for  being  too 
romantic. 

In  Alblcocco’s  La  Fille  aux 
Yeux  d'Or  ( The  Girl  with  the 
Golden  Eyes),  a stylish  updat- 
ing of  Balzac,  Fnervost  suc- 
ceeded in  creating  a sympa- 
thetic and  believable  lesbian 
character  in  the  chic  world  of 
Paris  haute  couture.  The  film 
ends  melodramatically  With 
Pr6vost  jealously  stabbing 
her  lover  (Marie  Laforet,  in 
the  title  role). 

Provost  is  the  cause  of  jeal- 
ousy in  Paris  Nous  Apportion! 
as  mistress  of  a theatre 
director  (Gianni  Esposito), 
who  is  attempting  to  stage  a 
production  of  Shakespeare’s 
Pericles  In  a deserted  Paris  in 
August  The  140-minute  film, 
made  over  a period  of  two 
years,  reflected  the  real- life 
struggles  of  the  director  and 
his  cast  to  complete  the  film. 

In  1962,  she  appeared  with 


Schell  in  Vittorio  De  Sica's ! 
The  Condemned  of  Alamo, 
based  an  Sartre’s  play,  and  In  , 
Carlo  Lizzani's  The  Trial  of 
Verona.  In  Galia  (1965).  she 
was  an  ill-treated  wife  who  Is 
rescued  from  a suicidal  leap  i 
into  the  Seine  by  a passer-by 
(Mirellle  Dare). 

While  the  latter  carries  on 
an  affair  with  the  husband,  | 
who  believes  his  wife  dead, 
Prevost  remains  hidden  from  ' 
him.  "My  husband  wanted  me  i 
to  disappear.  Now,  he  can  do 
me  no  more  harm,"  she  says  j 
touchingly,  though  she  finally  1 
kills  her  husband  to  save  her 
rescuer.  The  film  bad  a profit- 
able release  In  Britain  and 
the  OS,  partly  because  of  the 
sexfiy  unclad  Dare. 

In  the  early  1970s,  Prtvost 
contracted  cancer,  which  she 
faced  courageously,  writing  a 
book  about  it  in  which  she 
tried  to  demystify  her  illness. 
Cancer  was  a theme  of  L'A- 
mour  Nu  (1982)  for  which  she 
wrote  the  screenplay  for  the 
director  Yannick  BeDon.  A 
few  years  ago,  she  returned  to 
the  theatre  in  the  John  Crom- 
well play.  Opening  Night,  in 
which  she  played  an  ageing 
actress  who  suffers  terrible  i 
stage  fright  Fortunately,  Pre- 
vost had  no  such  problems,  1 
and  she  gained  her  best ' 
reviews  since  she  was  in  her 
prime. 

Ronald  Bergan 

Francolsa  Prevost,  actress,  bom 
January  13,  1930;  died  Novem- 
ber 30,  1997  I 


won  election  and  from  where 
he  orchestrated  the  body’s 

overwhelming  motion  that 
Abacha  should  relinquish 
power  immediately.  Soon 
after.  Yar’Adua  and  Obasanjo. 
as  well  as  man;  officers  and 
scene  civilians  and  journalists 
were  arrested  and  tried  by  a 
military  tribunal,  which  sat  in 
secret.  Most  of  the  defendants 
were  convicted.  YariAdua’s 
death  sentence  was  later  com- 
muted to  25  years  in  prison 
after  an  international  outcry. 

From  behind  bars  Yar'Adua 
stiff  wielded  enormous  influ- 
ence, through  his  political 
association.  Reports  of  such 
exploits  necessitated  his 
movement  from  prison  to 
prison  to  curb  what  his 
gaolers  considered  his 
“excesses". 

Those  who  witnessed  Yar’A- 
dua's funeral  in  Katstna  said 
tile  mourners  were  in  tens  of 
thousands.  And  there  were  no 
signs  erf  tension.  Indeed  Aba- 
cha, the  current  dictator,  him- 
self was  born  in  Kano,  and 
claims  that  ancient  city  of  the 
north  as  his  home,  but  bis 
stock  is  undoubtedly  KanurL 
Historians  are  aware  of  the 


Rudolf  Bahro 
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Top  brass  . . . Yar’Adua  in  brigadier’s  uniform  In  1978 


political  differences  between 
the  Hausa,  Fulani  and  the 
KanurL 

After  the  death  of  the 
north's  Ahmad  u Bello  in  the 
coup  of  January  1966,  mourn- 
ers were  also  in  their  tens  of 
thousands  yet  there  was  no 
immediate  tension  in  the 
streets.  But  Nigeria  is  still 
quaking  from  the  backlash 
that  followed  only  months 
later. 

Of  course,  Yar'Adua  and 


Ahmadu  Bello  were  not  of 
comparable  status,  hut  with 
Yar’Adua’s  passing  another 
part  of  the  regional  jigsaw  of 
opposition  to  Abacha  has 
fallen  into  place. 

He  leaves  a wife  and  five 
children. 

Cftufcs  Bo*gtwnam 

Shehu  Musa  Yar'Adua,  soldier, 
bom  March  5, 1943;  died  Decem- 
ber 8, 1997 


Perestroika’s  prophet 


THE  political  theorist 
Rudolf  Bahro,  who  has 
died  aged  62,  was  an 
East  German  dissident 
who  anticipated  Mikhail  Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika  reforms 
and  became  a founding  father 
of  the  Green  movement  after 
he  was  deported  to  the  west 
His  critique  of  Soviet-style 
state  socialism.  The  Alterna- 
tive, was  a publishing  sensa- 
tion when  It  appeared  in  1977, 
and  led  to  his  imprisonment 
on  trumped-up  charges.  The 
book,  which  sold  300,000 
copies,  offered  proot  in  Bah- 
ro's  words,  that  "there  is 
thinking  in  East  Germany”. 

Like  the  scientist  Robert 
Havemann  the  poet  Wolf 
Biermann,  Bahro  was  viewed 
by  other  eastern  dissidents  al- 
most as  a living  saint  But  he 
retained  the  respect  of  many 
orthodox  Marxists  too,  even 
when  he  flirted  with  the  eso- 
teric extremes  of  ecological 
politics  and  briefly  became  a 
follower  of  the  Bhagwan. 

Bora  in  the  Silesian  town  of 
Bad  Fins  berg.  Bahro  was  a 
committed  communist  from 
the  age  of  16  and  joined  East 
Germany’s  ruling  Socialist 
Unity  Party  (SED)  as  soon  as 
he  was  old  enough.  As  a stu- 
dent of  philosophy  at  Greife- 
wald  University,  he  edited  the 
student  magazine  on  behalf  of 
the  party  and  wrote  rousing 
articles  in  local  papers  calling 
for  the  collectivisation  of 
agriculture. 

Bahro  later  described  his 
youthful  enthusiasm  for  the 
communist  cause  as  “looking 
for  love  and  a surrogate 
mother”,  but  he  was  not  to 
have  his  first  conflict  with  the 
authorities  until  he  was  aver 
30.  As  deputy  editor  of  a com- 
munist youth  magazine,  he 
published  the  text  of  a play 
that  had  attracted  official  dis- 
approval He  lost  his  job  and  a 
year  later,  in  1968.  he  finally 
broke  with  the  party  aver 
East  German  participation  In 
the  brutal  crushing  of  the 
Prague  Spring. 

During  the  1970s,  Bahro 
worked  in  an  East  Berlin  rub- 
ber factory  by  day  but  toiled 
every  evening  over  a secret 
manuscript  which  he 
smuggled  to  a publisher  in  the 
west.  The  Alternative  — , 
towards  a critique  of  actually- 
existing  socialism  accused  the 
Communist  Party  of  abandon- 
ing socialist  principles  In  1 


favour  of  a bureaucratic  sys- 
tem that  served  special  inter- 
ests. "The  Party  is  like  the 
Papal  Church  before  Luther, 
unbelieving  right  down  into 
its  own  ranks,  helpless  right 
up  to  the  patitburo,’' he  wrote. 

The  authorities  were  horri- 
fied, not  least  because  Bahro’s 
critique  was  argued  strictly 
within  the  terms  of  Marxist 
theory.  They  were  even  more 
shocked  when,  on  the  same 
day  that  Dor  Spiegel  pub- 
lished its  first  extract  from 
The  Alternative.  Bahro  ap- 
peared on  western  television. 

He.  was  arrested  the 
following  day  and  accused  of 
spying  for  the  west,  an  absurd 
charge  for  which  there  was 


no  evidence.  He  later  discov- 
ered that  his  first  wife.  Gun- 
dula,  had  kept  the  Stasi  secret 
police  informed  throughout 
his  writing  of  The  Alternative, 
but  they  chose  to  take  no 
action  until  it  had  been  pub- 
lished In  the  west 

He  was  sentenced  to  eight 
years  in  prison  but  was  freed 
in  1978  thanks  to  his  lawyer, 
Gregor  Gysi,  now  a leading 
figure  In  the  Party  of  Demo- 
cratic Socialism  (FDS),  the 
successor  to  the  SED.  He 
remained  Bahro’s  friend  until 
his  death. 

A condition  of  Bahro’s 
release  was  that  he  should 
move  to  the  west  immediately 
and,  unlike  many  other  east- 
ern dissidents,  he  slipped  eas- 
ily into  the  political  life  of  the 
Federal  Republic.  He  sympa- 
thised with  the  emerging 
Green  Party  and  sat  on  their 
federal  board  from  1982-84. 
But  he  became  disillusioned 
with  what  he  regarded  as 
their  fark  of  radicalism  and 


left  the  party  in  1985.  "The 
I Greens  are  almost  worse  than 
useless.  They  have  become  so 
thoroughly  a part  or  the  sys- 
tem that  capitalism  would 
have  to  invent  them  if  they 
were  not  there  already,"  he 
said. 

Bahro’s  search  for  a new 
political  philosophy  took  him 
to  Oregon  to  visit  the  Bhag- 
wan and  led  to  a brief  immer- 
sion in  Buddhism.  He  called 
for  a new  form  of  human 
organisation  bared  on  rural 
communes  which  he  de- 
scribed as  “a  new  Benedictine 
order". 

He  returned  to  East  Berlin 
immediately  after  the  de- 
struction erf  the  Wall  in  No* 


Some  friends  saw 
the  illness- in 
which  white  blood 
cells  devour  the 
body's  red  blood 
cells -as  a bitter 
metaphor  for 
Bahro’s  personal, 
political  journey 


vember  1989.  From  1990, 
Bahro  ran  the  Institute  for 
Social  Ecology  at  the  Hum- 
boldt University,  where  be  de- 
veloped his  fusion  of  social- 
ism and  Green  politics.  His 
final  years  were  over- 
shadowed by  the  suicide  erf 
his  second  wife,  Beatrice,  who 
threw  herself  off  the  top  of  the 
Victory  Column  in  Berlin’s 
central  park  in  1933.  Some  of 
Bahro’s  enemies,  old  party 
functionaries,  sought  to 
blame  Bahro  for  his  wife's 
death.  He  maintained  that  her 
suicide  was  responsible  for 
the  leukemia  which  killed 
him.  Some  of  his  friends  saw 
the  illness  — in  which  white 
blood  cells  devour  the  body’s 
red  Wood  cells  — as  a hitter 
metaphor  for  Bahro's  per- 
sonal, political  journey. 

Denis  Staunton 

Rudolf  Bahro,  philosopher,  bom 
November  18, 1935;  died  Decem- 
ber 5, 1997 


jofto  Sir*,  dutxrtttf  *rh«aJ 
BBC.  si;  Kenneth  Branagh* 
actor  and  director.  37:  Prof 
Barry  CnMfe  arehaeok> 
gist.  5g;  Rawer  Gooden, 
playwright,  poet  and  author. 
r*j;  Ann  Close,  rofouadttv 
StageccKich  Holdings.  55; 
Lord  Harris  of  High  Cross, 
founder  president.  Institute  nr 
Economic  Affairs.  73;  Nicho- 
las Henderson,  race- horn 
trainer.  47;  Joan  Kenwor- 
thy. principal.  St  Mary’s  Col* 
lege.  Durham.  62;  Jahangir 
Khan,  squash  player.  34; 
Nicholas  Kynaston.  concert 
organist,  56;  Raphael  Mask- 
loaf,  sculptor.  60;  Sir  Jeremy 
Morse,  hanker,  former  chair- 
man. Lloyds  Bank.  OS;  Shir- 
lay  Ritchie.  QC,  57;  Sir 
Angus  Stirling,  director. 
Greenwich  Trust,  former  di- 
rector-general. the  National 
Trust  6*  Kathryn  Stott, 
concert  pianist.  09 


CORRECTIONS  AND 
CLARIFICATIONS 


IN  AN  interview  with  Caro- 
line Ahemo  in  The  Week.  Che 
second  section  of  the  Guard- 
ian. on  December  6,  we  said 
her  former  boyfriend,  Mat- 
thew Bowers,  died  of  stomach 
cancer,  in  fact  he  died  freon  a 
rare  cancer  of  the  small  Intes- 
tine (neuroendocrine  carci- 
noma). The  interview  also 
suggested  that  he  touted 
around  intimate  details  of  his 
relationship  with  Ms  Aherne. 
and  we  now  accept  that  this 
was  not  the  case. 

AN  ARTICLE  about  wildlife 
films  for  television  under  the 
heading.  Wild  Shots,  in  The 
Guardian  Weekend.  Decem- 
ber 6,  contained  the  following 
errors;  it  referred  to  David 
Attenborough  as  Richard  At- 
tenborough: it  misspelt  Audu- 
bon in  referring  to  the  sodety' 
of  that  name:  it  Inserted  an 
extra  s in  the  surname  of 
Jeffrey  Boswall;  Martyn  Col- 
bock  was  called  Martin;  and  it 
wrongly  referred  to  Mike 
G union  as  Gunter.  Apologise 
allround. 

A CAPTION  to  a picture  ac- 
companying our  Reputations 
feature  about  David  James, 
Page  36.  December  6.  mistak- 
enly linked  him  ro  the  Jnsur-  - 
ance  company.  Eagle  Star.  Jw 
the  feature  made  clear,  the 
caption  should  have  read, 
Eagle  Trust 

IN  OUR  news  story  about 
Hambros  merchant  bank. 
Page  21,  December  3.  we 
associated  Its  chairman  Sir 
Chips  Keswick  with  Johnson 
' Matthey.  instead  of  Jardlne 
Matheson. 

I It  is  the  polity  of  the  Guardian 
to  correct  errors  as  soon  as 
possible.  Headers  may  contact 
I the  office  of  the  Readers’  Edi- 
tor. Ian  Mayes,  by  telephoning 
0171  239  9569  between  llam 
; and  5pm.  Monday  to  Friday. 
Fax:  0171  239  9897.  Email- 
readerdguardlan.co.uk 


Death  Notices 


MINTON.  Fhxtoric*  Sydrwy  {lord  (Mo- 
tan  of  Hibm  Moors.  sHd  on  Friday, 
□scomber  W»  th«  John  Readme  Ha*p(- 
tol  OnJard.  Funeral  on  Friday,  Member 
T2Mi  at  2pm  In  the  Oxford  CremaUrtum-  No 
Bowora  By  leotrast  Out.  If  OoaJred.  contafcu- 
Uons  ta  Student  NaiOjMp  Fund,  do  Tin 
Vice  ChancoHor.  Sheffield  University,  would 
Da  very  welcome. 


FRANKUN.  Or  Coin.  QBE,  in  me  love  d 
God  and  of  Ms  family  and  irtenda  Died  at 
die  Royal  London  Hospital  on  Friday  9Bi 


December  1997.  Funeral  on  Satureffiy  1301 
December  el  Si  John  of  Jerusalem  Church. 
Uwiston  Rood.  E9.  el  H)  00am.  toflowed  by 
Commendation  and  Gommfaat  at  die  City  of 
London  Crematorium.  Mderabrook  Rasa. 
E12.  at  ii.45am.  Further  Mormadon  tram 
Prideaux  House  on  otai  sue  am  no  bo— 
era.  donaMns  In  tteu  towards  bn  walk  at 
SI  Joseph's  Hoaplco.  Mara  Street  ES 
or  Prideaux  House,  id  Church  Crescent  ^ 
TOL 

HOPPER.  Peacefully  ai  home  m Leeds  on 
December  50  aoed  78  year*.  PnMor 
Frederick  Emeer  Hopper,  lata  Dean  of 
Leeds  University  Dental  School.  Funeral 
service  al  St  Chaos  Church.  Htunfingiey, 
Leeds  on  Friday  December  12th  at 
tiJMam.  Family  dowers  onfy,  donation*  m 
Deu  to  wtwetfteida  Hospice,  lends 

In  Mentor iam 

SWEENEY.  Brim.  5. 10.-0-70  ? S ».  "Though 
lovers  oe  lost  love  shall  not;  And  dean 
shall  have  no  dominion.'  ShMa 
■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 
0171  713  4587  or  hx  0T71  713  4129  between 
Sam  ana  3pm  Mon-fri. 


Sfclpj,  . 


Guardian  Ombudsman’s  report  into  charges  arising  out  of  MI5  revelations 


The  Guardian  Ombudsman 
John  Willis  issued  his  first 
report  iast  night  and  his 
summary  is  published  below. 

IN  OCTOBER  the  Editor 
asked  me  to  consider 
matters  arising  from 
extraordinary  disclosures  by 
former  MIS  officer  David 
Shayler.  which  referred  to 
Victoria  Brittain,  deputy 
foreign  editor  of  the  Guardian. 

In  September  1993,  Mr 
Shayler  told  the  Mail  on 
Sunday,  Ms  Brittain  came  to 
the  attention  of  M15  when 
£100,000  was  paid  into  her 
hank  account  by  Libyan 
sources.  As  a result  her  home 
telephone  was  tapped  for  a 
year  in  what  was  called 
Operation  Shadower. 

MI5  also  decided  to  plant  a 
bug  in  Ms  Brittain's  home 
while  she  was  away.  They 
even,  claimed  Mr  Shayler, 
discussed  asking  the  FBI  to 
arrest  and  detain  Ms 
Brittain's  teenage  daughter, 
who  was  on  holiday  in 
America,  to  assist  the  break- 
in.  Eventually,  the  "recce" 
team  decided  foe  risk  was  too 
high  and  called  off  the 
bugging  plan. 

tong  before  this,  says  Mr 
Shayler.  MI5  should  have 


realised  that  the  money  was 
being  paid  on  behalf  of  Kojo 
Tsikata,  a long-standing 
friend  and  former  head  of  the 
Ghanaian  security  service, 
and  was  being  transferred  to 
London  lawyers  Rind  man 
and  Partners,  to  fight  a libel 
action  against  the 
Independent  newspaper. 

The  Guardian  accepted  Ms 
Brittain’s  assurances  that  she 
was  completely  unaware  of 
the  origins  of  the  money  and 
had  played  no  active  role  in 
foe  libel  action. 

Subsequently,  Stephen 
I Glover,  co-founder  of  the 
Independent,  wrote  three 
detailed  articles  about  the 
affair,  raising  significant 
charges  about  her  reputation 
and  integrity  as  a Journalist 

Ombudsman 
Before  this  case  1 had  never 
met  Victoria  Brittain,  Kojo 
Tsikata  or  Stephen  Glover. 
Although  I have  written  a 
monthly  column  in  foe  Media 
Guardian  since  January  and 
receive  a small  honorarium 
as  Ombudsman  my  full-time 
job  is  as  managing  director  of 
United  Film  and  Television 
Productions,  one  of  Britain’s 
largest  production 
companies. 


I have  talked  with  key 
figures  and  received  written 
material  including  press 
cuttings  and  bank  statements. 
Attempts  to  see  the  original 
MI5  source  material 
| proved  difficult,  but  I 
understand  that  most  of  foe 
revelations  have  not  been 
challenged.  No  right  of  veto 
was  given. 

Conclusions 

j 1.  Given  Libya's  connections 
to  international  terrorism 
MIS’s  interest  was  not 
surprising;  However,  it  was 
I incompetent  that  it  took  MIS 
so  long  to  realise  that  foe 

money.  £327,000  by  foe  end, 
was  only  being  used  to  fund  a 
libel  action.  Their  apparent 
willingness  to  involve  Ms 
Brittain's  daughter  was 
disgraceful.  Mr  Shayler 
claims  the  operation  cost  the 
taxpayer  £750.000. 

2.  Ms  Brittain  and  Mr 
Bindman  both  clearly  state  * 
that  she  was  not  involved  in 
the  libel  case  and  has 
"attended  no  meetings,  either 
with  the  client  or  Counsel,  nor 
any  Court  hearings.”  In  the 
absence  of  any  other  evidence 
we  accept  their  good  faith  on 
this  point. 

Technically  she  did 


"manage  the  funds”  for  Mr 
Tsikata  by  moving  them  an 
bat  however  unpalatable  it  is 
to  see  one  journalist 
Implicitly  supporting  a libel 
action  against  others  there  is 
nothing  fundamentally  wrong 
with  this.  In  my  view  Ms 
Brittain’s  limited  role  made 
her  some  way  from  being  a 
significant  player. 

3.  There  is  absolutely  no 
evidence  that  Ms  Brittain 
knew  about  the  sources  of  Mr 
Tsikata’s  finance.  Her  bank 
has  confirmed  that,  although 
their  policy  is  now  different, 
at  foe  time  she  would  have 
received  no  written 
indication  of  the  source  of 
payment,  even  if  in  a non- 
sterling  currency.  Her 
statements  merely  say 
“account  adjustment" 

Whether  Ms  Brittain 
should  have  knows  is  less 
clear-cut  She  says  this  was 
an  act  of  dose  friendship  and 
that  the  use  of  her  account 
was  of  minor  significance  to 
her. 

While  applauding  her 
commitment  to  a friend  and 
accepting  that  she  never 
asked  Mr  Tsikata  where  the 
money  came  from,  it  is 
surprising  that,  as  a 
journalist,  and  knowing  the 


sensitivity  of  these  matters, 
she  did  not  ask. 

Would  it  not  have  been 
preferable  for  Ms  Brittain  (or 
anyone  else)  to  suggest  that 
the  money  was  paid  into  the 
solicitor's  ciinnt  account? 

Journalists  often  develop 
friendships  with  those  they 
write  about  lobby 
correspondents  are  close  to 
politicians,  motoring 
journalists  are  friends  with 
car  manufacturers. 
Nonetheless,  to  allow  your 
account  to  be  used  In  this  way 
witbontthtoking  you  could  be 
compromised  and  not  to 
encourage  your  friend,  a 
significant  Ghanaian 
political  figure,  to  run  the 
finances  of  his  libel  case  by 
the  more  obvious  route,  is 
surprisingly  naive.  Given  the 
potential  sensitivity  of  Mr 
Tsikata's  money  why  did  she 
not  think  it  appropriate  to  tell 
her  Editor? 

4.  The  critical  question  Is 
whether  her  journalistic 
integrity,  or  that  of  her 
newspaper,  was 
compromised  Having  been 
carefully  through  the  cuttings 
I do  not  think  so. 

The  Guardian  at  no  point 
faffed  to  cover  a significant 
Ghanaian  story.  Coverage  of 


the  undoubted  human  rights 
abases  has  been  slight,  but 
much  the  same  can  be  said  of 
other  newspapers.  What  has 
suffered  is  Ms  Brittain's 
reputation,  hard  won  over 
many  years.  If  and  when  Ms 
Brittain  writes  about  Ghana 
again  she  and  her  newspaper 
will  have  to  live  with  the 
claims  of  potential  bias  in 
some  quarters. 

Final  comments 
There  is  no  evidence  that,  on 
the  Important  allegation  of 
knowing  that  the  money  came 
from  Libyan  sources,  Ms 
Brittain's  journalistic 
integrity  or  that  of  the 
Guardian  have  been 
compromised.  However  as  a 
senior  journalist  it  would 
have  been  wiser  for  Ms 
Brittain  to  avoid  using  her 
bank  account  for  Mr  Tsikata. 
So  far  she  does  not  seem  to 
have  accepted  that  there  was 
any  risk  of  a conflict  of 
interest 

No  one  else  comes  out  of 
this  affair  particularly  welL 
MZ5  behaved  incompetently, 
even  maliciously.  In  my  view, 
though  not  in  Ms  Brittain’s, 
Mr  Tsikata  let  her  down 
badly.  Commentators  of 
different  political  persuasions 


have  overstated  their  cases. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Ms 
Brittain  has  made  a silly 
mistake.  She  has  a 
reputation,  built  up  over 
decades,  as  a committed  and 
humanitarian  journalist.  I 
suspect  it  was  this  very 
commitment  which  also  led 
her  into  making  an  unwise 
choice. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  some 
'of  Ms  Brittain's  supporters 
taking  such  a tolerant  view  if 
a right-wing  journalist  had 
behaved  in  the  same  way. 
However,  some  commentators 
have  compared  this  affair  to 
foe  allegations  of  sleaze 
against  some  Tory  MPs, 
which  the  Guardian  has 
pursued  so  vigorously.  In  my 
view  that  comparison  is  false. 
Ms  Brittain  did  not 
personally  profit,  nor  has  she 
written  about  Ghana  since 

the  first  payment  She  is  not  a 

publicly  elected  official  nor 
has  she  told  lies  in  court. 

I hope  she  learns  from  this 
experience  and  recognises 
that  she  has  behaved 
commeudahly  as  a friend  but 
inappropriately  as  a senior 
journalist  Unless  striking 
new  evidence  comes  to  light  I 
also  hope  we  can  now  draw  a 
line  under  this  matter. 


Victoria  Brittain  said:  ‘Tam 

very  pleased  that  the  report  has 
concluded  that  my  journalistic 
integrity  and  that  ef  the 
Guardian  has  not  been 
compromised,  and  that  the 
charge  that  I lied  to  my  editors 
has  been  proved  to  be 
un/bunded  Iam  now  able  to 
concentrate  on  seeking  redress 
from  MI5  over  behaviour  which 
Mr  Willis  has  described  as 
“utterly  disgraceful" and  which 
has  so  damaged  me  and  mv 
daughter." 

Alan  Rusbridger.  editor  of 
the  Guardian,  said:  I accept 
John  Willis's  report,  together 
with  its  findings.  His  criticisms 
of  Victoria  are  hnlnnrwt  by 
tributes  to  h&- record  in 
covering  Africa  for  many  years 
and  an  acceptance  that  her 

integrity  has  not  been 
comp  romised.  I hope,  like  John 
Willis,  that  a line  can  now  be 
drawn  under  this  affair.  ” 

A copy  of  the  full  text  of  the 
Ombudsman’s  report  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting  the 
Editor's  Office  at  the  Guardian. 
llSFarringdon  Road.  London 
ECl  3ER.  Fccc  0171 2399997.  It 

will  also  be  on  the  Guardian's 
website  at  hdp:ft 
wTmn.guardian.cn. ukf 
guahomcf  ombudsman,  html 
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Brussels  lays  legal  minefield  fpr  European  weapons  trade  strategy 

Alliance  ambushed 


Notebook 

Arms  business 
on  the  defensive 


Dawfd  flow  bi  London 
Julie  Wolf  In  Brussels 
and  Ian  Traynor  In  Bonn 


THE  Government’s 
new  promotion  of 
pan-European, 
aerospace  and  de- 
fence companies 
may  be  grounded 
before  it  has  even  taken  off1. 
The  European  Commission 
wQi  declare  today  that  the 
Government's  block  on  for- 
eign ownership  of  British 
Aerospace  and  Rolls-Royce  Is 
illegal. 

The  move,  spearheaded  by 
internal  market  commis- 
sioner Mario  Monti,  comes 
less  than  24  hours  after  the 
leaders  of  Britain,  France  and 
Germany  issued  a “rational- 
ise or  die"  warning  to 


Europe’s  aviation  and  defence 
electronics  firms. 

In  an  unprecedented  state- 
ment, Tony  Blair,  Lionel  Jo- 
spin, the  French' premier,  and 
Helmut  Kohl,  Germany's 
Chancellor,  urged  a series  of 
mergers  and  joint  ventures  to 
build  European  firms  capable 
of  taking  on  the  three  Ameri- 
can groups  that  dominate  the 
world  — Boeing,  Lockheed 
Martin  and  Hughes  Raytheon. 

But  Mr  Monti  is  expected  to 
win  full  commission  approval 
for  legal  moves  against  the 
UK  and  Italy  that  could  result 
in  a case  before  the  European 
Court  of  Justice.  He  wants  to 
eliminate  barriers  to  cross- 
bonier  investment 

Under  the  1975  Industry 
Act,  the  British  government 
has  restricted  foreign  owner- 
ship of  shares  in  BAe  and 


Rolls-Royce,  the  aero-engine 
maker,  to  29.5  per  cent  Both 
have  asked  for  this  Piling  to 
be  removed,  -even  though  ibis 
designed  to  protect  strategic 
national  interests. 

Mr  Monliwrote  to  all  15  EC 
finanre  ministers  in  July  de- 
manding details  of  barriers  to 
direct  investment.  Britain 
has  not  responded. 

This  contrasted  with  yester- 
day’s call  from  the  Defence 
and  Industry  Secretaries, 
George  Robertson  and  Marga- 
ret Beckett,  for  Europe’s  aero- 
space tfpfanftp  electronics 
firms  to  set  out  a clear  plan 
and  timetable  fin-  action  by 
March  31. 

Warning  that  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  jobs  would  disappear 
if  Europe  did  not  respond  to 
the  American  challenge,  the 
two  ministers  urged  firms 


like  Aerospatiale  of  France, 
BAe,  and  Dasa  of  Germany  to 
go  beyond  current  plans  for 
plane-maker  Airbus  to  be- 
come a standalone  corporate 
entity. 

The  UK  employs  some 
400,000  people  in  the  defence 
and  aviation  sectors  but  BAe, 
with  a turnover  of  S12j3  bil- 
lion, is  dwarfed  Boeing 
($48  billion)  and.  Lockheed 
Martin  ($37  billion  before  ac- 
quiring Northrop). 

Senior  government  sources 
likened  yesterday's  tripartite 
statement  to  the  clarion  call 
issued  by  the  then  US  Defense 
Secretary,  Lee  Aspin,  In  1993. 
At  a dinner  known  as  “the  last 
supper”,  he  told  America’s 
many  defence/aerospace 
firms  to  “consolidate  or  die". 
The  Europeans  also  took  a leaf 
out  of  his  book  by  promising 


to  use  their  huge  procurement 
powers  to  hasten  the  process. 

But  Nick  Cunningham,  a 
Salomon  Brothers  analyst, 
said  last  night:  “It’s  far  too 
late  for  the  last  supper . . . The 
biggest  problem  is  the  time- 
scale envisaged,  as  it  will  take 
years.  Airbus  will  only  be  up 
and  running  as  a pic  in  1999.” 

Government  aides  dis- 
missed fears  that  France  was 
still  pursuing  a nationalistic 
policy  — as  in  refusing  to 
allow  foreign  access  to  Thom- 
son-CSF.  They  insisted  that 
there  had  been  a complete 
change  of  attitude  in  Paris. 
Mr  Cunningham  and  other 
observers  were  sceptical. 

“Whilst  the  Americans  are 
making  themselves  super- 
competitive.  we're  busy  writ- 
ing reports  and  making  the 
French  happy,"  he  said. 


pointing  out  that  the  tripar- 
tite nature  of  the  move  effec- 
tively ruled  out  bilateral 
mergers  or  joint  ventures  — 
such  as  between  BAe  and 
Dasa,  part  of  Daimler-Benz. 

European  firms  such  as 
Dasa  and  the  UK's  GEC  wel- 
comed the  move,  which  could 
embrace  other  firms  such  as 
Siemens,  Saab  of  Sweden  and 
Italy's  Alenia.  Mr  Robertson 
encouraged  joint  ventures 
with  US  partners  as  well 

But  different  emphases 
have  emerged  among  the 
three  main  protagonists  al- 
ready. Dominique  Stranss- 
Kahn.  French  finance  minis- 
ter. and  Norbert  Lammert, 
Germany's  aerospace  minis- 
ter, urged  the  Airbus  consor- 
tium to  move  swiftly  into  the 
defence  field  — a view  not 
echoed  in  the  UK. 


THE  Government  is  pdised 
to  turn  down  British  Aero- 
space’s request  for  £120 
million  in  loan  capital  to 
invest  in  two  new  Airbus 

aircraft  being  built  at  a cost 
of  £1-5  billion  to  rival 
Boeing's  777s  and  smaller 
versions  of  Its  747  “jumbo” 
fleet,  writes  Demid  Gow. 

But  it  Is  understood  that 
ministers  will  allow  BAe  to 
defer  repayments  of  previ- 


ous government  loans  in- 
stead. Returns  on  capital 
invested  in  earlier  Airbus 
projects  like  the  A320  have 
proved  more  lucrative  to 
the  Exchequer  than  origi- 
nally envisaged. 

This  is  seen  as  mitigating 
the  blow  for  BAe  as  only  in 
September  the  company 
faced  a steep  increase  in  aid 
repayments  for  the  A320 
and  A330/40  planes.  Last 


year,  the  firm  repaid  £40 
million  but  has  warned 
total  repayments  would  be 
£160  million  in  1999. 

The  gb-ahead  for  the  new 
Airbus  planes  was  given 
last  week  amid  threats  by. 
BAe  to  move  some  of  the 
work  abroad  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  change  its 
mind  — especially  as  Rolls- 
Royce  received  £200  mil- 
lion in  repayable  loans  to 


build  a new  series  of  Trent 
engines  to  compete  with 
General  Electric  and  Pratt 
& Whitney. 

The  Trent  500  is  to  power 
the  planned  rivals  to 
Boeing's  planes,  the  four- 
engined  A840-500,  a long 
range  version  of  the  cur- 
rent 300-seater,  and  the 
A340-600,  ah  extended  ver- 
sion with  580  seats. 

Rolls-Royce  is  planning  a 


Trent  900  to  power  the 
planned  Airbus  super-jum- 
bo, the  A 3SX,  which  is  de- 
signed to  help  the  four- 
nation  European  consort- 
rum  overtake  Boeing  perm- 
anently in  the  world  plane- 
sales  league.  The  two  arch- 
rivals  are  head-to-head  in 
this  year’s  battle  for  su- 
premacy. 

The  proposed  deal  over 
BAe’s  request  for  loan  capi- 


tal is  unlikely  to  be  re- 
vealed until  well  into  the 
new  year  but  was  outlined 
by  senior  Whitehall 
sources  yesterday.  When 
John  Battle,  industry  min- 
ister, approved  Rolls- 
Royce’s  request  last  month 
be  said  the  “commercially 
assessed”  deal  would  de- 
liver returns  to  the  Exche- 
quer over  40  years. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  QUADRANT 


Cuts  and  competition 
force  rationalisation 


Mark  Milner  looks 
at  the  options  for 
Europe’s  arms  and 
aerospace  firms 

EUROPE’S  aerospace  and 
defence  industries  are 
being  forced  towards 
rationalisation  by  lower  post- 
Coid  War  defence  budgets  and 
the  competitive  challenge 
from  US  companies. 

Tbe  US  defence . industry 
has  been  drastically  reshaped 
by  acquisitions  and  mergers 
that  have  produced  three 
large  corporations  — Boeing, 
Lockheed  Martin  and  Rayth- 
eon. Defence  analysts'are  con- 
cerned that  the  economies  of 
jy-nip  available  to  the  big.US. 
groups  will  malm  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  for  European 
companies  to  compete  in  cru- 


cial export  markets,  as  well  as 
encroaching  further  on  their 
domestic  markets. 

In  the  aerospace  Industry, 
Europe  Tins  fiaoed  up  to  the  US 
challenge  through  Airbus,  a 
partnership  eff  France's  Aero- 
spatiale, Germany’s  Daimler 
Benz  Aerospace  (DASA),  Brit- 
ish Aerospace  and  Spain's 
CASA.  However  Europe’s  de- 
fence Industry  remains 

largely  fragmented.  . 

BAe,  DASA,  and  Italy’s 
.Alenia  are  partners  in  the 
Eurofighter  project  and  In 

Tornado  production.  France, 
however,  has  the  Mirage  fina- 
lly of  combat  aircraft  and  is 
developing  the  Rafale.  Both 
cpmB  from  Dassault,  the  sub- 
ject of  plans  to  merge  It  with 

state-owned  Aerospatiale.  . . 

BAe  has  a missile  joint  ven- 
ture with  Matra.  while  Aero- 
spatiale has-  traditionally 
been  close  to  DASA.  BAft-Ma- 
tra  is  a similar  in  size  to 


Lockheed  Martin’s  missile 
business,  but  it  is  only  half 
the  size  of  Raytheon. 

Few  of  the  defence  and 
aerospace  companies  are  in- 
dependent, publicly  quoted 
companies,  which  has  pre- 
vented US-style  consolidation 
through  mergers  and  acquisi- 
tions, along  with  concern 
over  p^t|nna^  job  losses. 

The  British,  French  and 
German  governments  are 
likely  to  face  demands  they 
contribute  to  the  process  of 
consolidation  hy  harmonising 
procurement,  tax  harmonisa- 
tion and  social  policy. 

The  French  government 
will  also  come  raider  pressure 
to  accept  greater  privatisa- 
tion of  defence  businesses  — 
though  state-ownership  is  not 
expected  to  hinder  plans  like 
the  conversion  of  Airbus  In- 
dustrie, an  economic  partner- 
ship, into  a conventional  cor- 
porate entity . 


Pressure  on  UK  defence 
firms  to  merge  operations 


David  Fairhall 
sees  union  of 
Vickers  and  GKN 
as  imminent 


MANY  of  the  pressures 
that  are  driving 
Europe’s  aerospace  in- 
dustries together  — shrink- 
ing military  budgets  and  weD 
organised  American  competi- 
tion — are  also  at  work 
among  companies  like 
Vickers  and  GKN  which 
mate  .tanks,  armoured  vehi- 
cles and  other  land-based  de- 
fence systems. 

The  Pentagon  spends  four 
times  as  much  In  this 
area  as  the  combined 
land  budgets  of  the  British, 
French  and  German  armed 
forces,  yet  it  supports  two 
major  US  manufacturers  as 


against  a dozen  Europeans. 

Hence  the  persistent  specu- 
lation as  to  when  and  how  the 
two  British  manufacturers 
will  merge  their  defence  oper- 
ations. 

The  timing  is  crucial. 
Vickers  Defence  Systems, 
builder  of  the  Challenger  2 
tank  for  the  British  Army, 
would  clearly  like  to  consoli- 
date Its  export  order  book  be- 
fore striking  a deal — perhaps 
directly  financed  by  the  sale 
of  Rolls-Royce  — so  as  to 
strengthen  its  negotiating 
hand. 

But  both  companies  need  to 
settle  the  matter  sooner, 
rather  than  later,  because 
they  are  competing  in  rival 
consortiums  which  are  bid- 
ding for  two  vast  military  pro- 
grammes. 

Up  for  grabs  are  orders  for 
3,400  "battlefield  taxis’'  for 
the  British,  French  and  Ger- 
man armies,  and  1,600  Tracer 


reconnaissance  vehicles  for 
the  US  and  British  forces. 

Vickers  currently  has  per- 
haps five  years  work  for  its 
factories  at  Newcastle  and 
Leeds,  completing  a £2  billion 
British  Army  order  for  400 
Challenger  2 tanks  and  a 
recently  announced  Omani 
order  for  20  tardts. 

A order  for  40  tanks  from 
Qatar,  which  is  due  to  be  fi- 
nalised within  the  next  few 
months,  will  complete  the  im- 
mediate prospects  for  Chal- 
lenger 2. 

The  company  also  has 
hopes  of  selling  in  Saudi  Ara- 
bia. Greece  or  Turkey. 

Elsewhere,  there  have  al- 
ready been  moves  to  rational- 
ise  Europe's  excess  capacity, 
with  Alvis  buying  the  Swed- 
ish company  Hagglunds  and 
Krauss  Mallei,  maker  of  the 
Bundeswehr’s  Leopard  tanks, 
in  the  process  of  merging 
with  Wegman, 


BA  in  ‘dirty  tricks*  dogfight  with  rival  Lufthansa 


Traynorbi  Bonn 

BRITISH  Airways  last 
Knight  took  rival 
PLufthansa  to  the 

•opean  Commission  and 
German  monopolies 
ulator  over  an  alleged 
rty  tricks”  campaign- 

i a tetter  to  the  ED’S  free 

de  commissUmer 
issels,  Karel  van  Mtert, 


BA’s  German  arm  accused 

Lufthansa  of  subsidising 
pricecutting  on  Internal 
German  routes  in  order  to 
drive  the  British  airline  out 
of  the  skies  over  Germany, 
Deutsche  BA  contends 
Lufthansa’*  alleged  tactics 
of  sustaining  teases  to  se- 
cure a monopoly  in  the  in- 
ternal market  violate  the 
Treaty  of  Rome  and  Bnro- 


“ Lufthansa ’9  price-set- 
ting strategy  is  very  selec- 
tive and  systematic,"  the 
BA  letter  to  Brussels  al- 
leged. “Selective,  because 
Lufthansa  does  not  change 
its  prices  on  the  routes  it 
operates  without  competi- 
tion. Systematic,  because 
Lnfthansa  copies  the  slight- 
est price  readjustment  by 
Deutsche  BA.”  _ 

BA’s  record  on  “dirty 


tricks”  is  not  without  blem- 
ish. It  was  involved  in  a 
long-running  legal  row 
with  Richard  Branson's 
Virgin  Atlantic  over  claims 
by  Mr  Branson  that  BA  had 
used  irregular  methods  to 
“poach”  passengers  on  its 
lucrative  transatlantic 
routes. 

In  the  latest  row,  Deut- 
sche BA’S  chief  executive, 
Carl  iwjehei,  charged  that 


Lufthansa  was  “abusing  Its 
near  monopoly  to  thwart 
competition.” 

Deutsche  BA  operates 
services  on  eight  of  the 
busiest  10  Internal  German 
routes  and  is  second  to 
Lufthansa  in  Germany, 
with  14  per  cent  of  the  do- 
mestic flights  market. 

Two  weeks  ago,  BA 
started  flights  on  the  Fran- 
kurt-Munfch  route  at  a one- 


way fore  of  DM149  (£S 
Lufthansa  matched  th 
price,  dropping  frt 
DM940  return.  Last  nig 
BA  dropped  the  fore 
DM99  as  the  bad-tempet 
feud  escalated. 

• Children  will  fly  ft 
when  accompanied  by 
parent  under  a schet 
from  Debonair  which  inti 
sifies  the  price  war  l 
tween  no-frills  airlines. 


THE  idea  of  the  Trade  and 
Industry  Secretary,  Mar- 
garet Beckett,  and  De- 
fence Secretary  George 
Robertson  calling  on  the  de- 
fence and  aerospace  Indus- 
tries  to  restructure  for  the 
post -Cold  War  era  is  a novel 
one.  Anyone  who  has  fol- 
lowed developments  in  the 
the  European  defence  indus- 
tries in  recent  years  would 
recognise  that  the  obstacle  to 
restructuring  has  not  been 
the  defence  contractors  but 
governments. 

Whereas  the  Pentagon  saw 
the  shakedown  coming  and 
encouraged  contractors  to 
come  together  in  a series  of 
mega-mergers,  differences  in 
approach  in  the  European  de- 
fence industry  made  this 
impossible. 

In  Britain,  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  was  until  recently 
still  following  the  futile  That- 
cherite  programme  of  creat- 
ing an  internal  market  for  de 
fence  products  and  services, 
which  has  had  the  effect  of 
weakening  the  Industry  in 
the  face  of  competition. 

It  was  not  until  GEC  was 
allowed  to  swallow  VSEL  in 
October  1994.  giving  it  control 
of  Britain's  seagoing  defence 
platform,  that  the  new  reali- 
ties were  recognised. 

What  is  increasingly  true  of 
Britain  hag  not  been  extended 
to  tbe  Continent  The  long 
song  and  dance  over  the 
French  defence  electronics 
concern  Thomson  has  largely 
been  about  French  national- 
ism, with  the  Paris  govern- 
ment engaging  in  stop-go  on 
privatisation,  losing  valuable 
time. 

This  time  round,  tbe  UK  be- 
lieves it  has  President  Chirac 
and  prime  minister  Jospin  on 
side,  but  until  GEC  cements 
its  long-sought  alliance  with 
Thomson  the  words  will  not 
have  been  backed  up  with 
deeds. 

Two  critical  problems  will 
need  to  be  overcome  If  the 
European  defence  business  is 
to  be  restructured.  France 
and  Germany  must  recognise 
that  the  Anglo-Saxon  world  of 
stock  market  takeovers  is  not 
some  alien  concept  but  can 
have  a useful  economic  func- 
tion. Secondly,  if  industry  is 
to  be  restructured  on  trans- 
European  lines,  the  force  of 
each  country  running  an  in- 
dependent defence  strategy 
will  have  to  be  overcome. 

The  Pentagon,  as  the  stogie 
American  purchasing  agency, 
is  not  burdened  with  Euro- 
fighter-style  political  prob- 
lems — just  with  Congress 
chopping  away  at  Its  budget 
with  a meat-cleaver. 

In  aerospace,  the  process  of 
tidying  up  Airbus  as  the  be- 
ginning of  a new  co-operalive 
ownership,  production  and 
marketing  approach  to  civil- 
ian and  military  aircraft  has 
already  begun,  with  Daimler- 
Benz,  Aerospatiale  and  Brit- 
ish Aerospace  on  side.  Even 
so,  questions  of  sharehold- 


ings. accounting  conventions, 
tax  regimes  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  social  contract 
have  yet  to  be  decided. 

The  opportunities  look  ter- 
rific for  improved  value  in 
the  defence  aerospace  sector, 
but  shareholders  should  not 
count  on  quick  pay  •offs. 


Price  right 

EVERY  year  at  about  this 
time  the  retail  trade 
starts  to  issue  dire  warn- 
ings about  the  lack  of  shop- 
pers and  bow,  should  the 
trend  continue,  they  are  on 
course  for  the  worst  Christ- 
mas in  living  memory - 
And  every  year  a last-min- 
ute splurge  in  spending  keeps 
the  tills  jangling  and  the 
shopkeepers  smiling. 

For  some  reason,  this  trend 
always  comes  os  something  of 
a shock.  It  shouldn’t.  Consum- 
ers have  not  just  grown  can- 
nier during  the  1990s.  they 
have  become  more  economi- 
cally literate  ns  well.  Leaving 
Christinas  shopping  to  the 
last  minute  leads  to  panic 
among  retailers,  who  then 
bring  forward  New  Year 
sales. 

Evidence  of  this  emerged  in 
the  latest  inflation  figures. 
For  all  the  talk  of  a consumer 
boom,  inflation  In  the  high 
street  is  remarkably  well  be- 
haved. Household  goods  are 
only  1.1  per  cent  dearer  than 
they  were  a year  ago.  clothing 
and  footwear  prices  are  up  by 
only  0.2  per  cent  and  leisure 
goods  — helped  by  a 7 percent 
drop  in  the  cost  of  audio-vi- 
sual equipment  — are  0.7  per 
cent  cheaper  than  in  late  1996. 

With  other  recent  figures 
showing  that  a combination 
of  higher  base  rates  and  the 
strong  pound  putting  the 
brake  on  the  economy,  the  in- 
ability of  retailers  to  push  up 
profit  margins  has  been 
enough  for  some  analysts  to 
claim  that  the  interest-rate 
evde  has  peaked. 

This  Is  probably  a bit  pre- 
mature. Most  of  the  money 
from  the  summer  consumer 
windfalls  was  saved  rather 
than  spent,  and  there  has  to 
be  a strong  possibility  that 
the  new  breed  of  price-sensi- 
tive shopper  has  put  off  buy- 
ing that  new  carpet  until  the 
real  bargains  are  on  offer. 

Moreover,  the  Impact  of  a 
record  year  in  City  bonuses 
has  yet  to  show  in  earnings  or 
spending  data.  Any  signs  in 
the  fourth-quarter  growth  fig- 
ures that  the  volume  of  con- 
sumer spending  was  booming 
might  provide  the  trigger  for 
a rate  rise  in  early  February. 


Fibre  option 

GIVEN  the  outcome  of 
some  recent  telecoms/ 
cable  roll-outs,  notably 
Telewest  and  lonica.  the  par- 
tial flotation  of  Energis.  giv- 
ing the  company  a value  of 
£900  million,  went  relatively 
smoothly,  with  the  issue  more 
than  three  times  oversub- 
scribed. 

The  Energis  idea  of  slinging 
a fibre-optic  network  across 
power  cables  seems  to  be 
catching  on  with  BT  — short 
of  international  expansion  — 
going  the  same  route  in  Ire- 
land. It  will  be  stopping  short 
of  Ulster  — that  must  be  good 
business  for  mobile  operator 
Orange. 


Knight  crusade 
out  for  blood 


Torosa  Hunter 

AN  ACTION  group  yes- 
terday called  for  a di- 
rector of  the  Investors’ 
Compensation  Scheme  to  be 
sacked,  claiming  that  misde- 
meanours by  his  own  com- 
pany make  him  unfit  to  de- 
cide their  claims. 

The  Knight  Williams 
Action  Group,  representing 
more  than  400  elderly  people 
caught  up  in  an  investment 
scandal,  have  written  to  the 
Treasury  Select  Committee  of 
MPs,  and  to  Howard  Davies, 
chairman  of  the  Financial 
Services  Authority,  calling 
for  Allan  Daffern  be  removed 
from  the  board  of  the  ICS. 

Mr  Daffern  has  continued 
with  his  ICS  role  despite 
being  chief  executive  of  Willis 


Corroon  Financial  Sevices, 
which  was  fined  £95,000  for  its 
involvement  in  the  pensions 
mis-selling  debacle.  The  in- 
surance firm  was  censured 
for  supplying  misleading  ad- 
vice and  not  providing  suffi- 
cient information  for  clients 
to  make  informed  decisions. 

The  action  group  has  been 
battling  for  three  years  to  win 
compensation  for  hundreds  of 
Investors,  many  of  whom  lost 
their  life  savings  after  being 
advised  by  Knight  Williams, 
previously  Britain's  biggest 
firm  of  retirement  specialists. 
Many  investors  have  died 
without  recompense,  and 
their  heirs  are  prevented 
from  receiving  for  probate 
until  compensation  claims 
are  resolved. 

Mr  Daffern  yesterday  de- 
clined to  comment 
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UK  seeks 
deal  over 
euro  core 
group 


Michael  White 
and  Larry  ElUott 


THE  Government  was 
last  night  trying  to 
prevent  its  six-month, 
presidency  of  the 
European  Union  starting  acri- 
moniously as  it  inched 
towards  a face-saving  formula 
In  the  row  over  Britain’s  ex- 
clusion from  a core  group  res- 
ponsible for  major  post-single 
currency  economic  decisions. 

Despite  signs  that  the  tough 
line  adopted  by  the  Chancel- 
lor, Gordon  Brown,  has  irked 
Britain's  EU  partners.  Down- 
ing Street  sources  said  that 
the  Prime  Minister  was  confi- 
dent of  securing  a compro- 
mise deal  at  this  weekend's 
Luxembourg  summit 
The  Prime  Minister  had 


The  weekend’s 
summit  is  likely 
to  involve  Mr 
Blair  in  his  first 
Euro-showdown 


talks  yesterday  with  his  oppo- 
site number  from  Luxem- 
bourg, Jean-Claude  Juncker, 
who  will  be  EU  president 
until  the  Prime  Minister 
takes  over  on  January  1. 

Mr  Blair  said  Britain 
wanted  to  see  key  economic 
decisions  after  monetary 
union  taken  by  Ecofin,  a body 
that  includes  all  15  EU  mem- 
ber states,  rather  than  EuroX. 
which  will  only  include 
single-currency  members. 

Mr  Blair  told  Mr  Juncker 
that  if  an  exclusive  EuroX 
group  was  to  go  ahead,  it 
would  discuss  many  issues  af- 
fecting those  outside  the 
group,  such  as  employment 
policy,  structural  reform  and 
the  economic  argument  about 
labour-market  flexibility. 

“I  am  quite  optimistic  that 
we  can  find  an  agreement,  but 
it  still  remains  difficult,"  Mr 
Juncker  said  after  the  talks. 

In  an  attempt  to  break  the 
deadlock,  German  finance 
minister.  Then  Waigel,  has 
' suggested  that  European 


countries  not  adopting  the 
euro  from  its  launch  might 
take  part  in  a EuroX  eco- 
nomic policy  council  as  “ob- 
servers”, or  receive  •'brief- 
ings” from  members. 

Mr  Waigel  said  countries 
like  the  UK,  which  objected  to 
being  excluded  from  the  coun- 
cil, could  not  prevent  finance 
ministers  of  Euro  countries 
from  meeting,  but  said  it  was 
possible  to  find  a solution. 

However.  Mr  Walgel’s  sug- 
gestion is  unlikely  to  prevent 
the  weekend's  summit  from 
involving  the  Prime  Minister 
is  his  first  Euro-showdown 
since  the  general  election. 

Mr  Brown  was  rebuffed  at 
last  week's  monthly  meeting 
of  Ecofin  when  he  sought  to 
prevent  the  creation  of  EuroX 
as  a new  informal  committee 
of  the  11  states  theoretically 
due  to  join  the  first-wave 
euro.  He  reacted  by  threaten- 
ing to  prevent  Euro  ministers 
from  using  EU  premises,  in- 
terpreters and  even  catering 
facilities. 

Britain,  Denmark,  Sweden 
and  Greece  are  set  to  be 
“outs”  when  the  euro  starts 
and  the  1991  Maastricht 
treaty  always  made  clear  that 
voting  on  the  admission  of 
latecomers,  the  so-called  “pre- 
ins”  would  be  confined  to 
“in"  states. 

Throughout  the  single-cur- 
rency debate.  Britain  has  hes- 
itated to  commit  itself  to 
membership  when  its  eco- 
nomic cycle  is  so  divergent 
from  the  EU  majority,  but 
feared  exclusion  from  deci- 
sions which  may  affect  ster- 
ling and  the  City.  Mr  Blair 
and  Mr  Brown  want  Ecofin  to 
remain  supreme  in  political 
management  of  the  euro  and 
labour  market  and  other  poli- 
cies — not  an  informal  EuroX 
caucus. 

Further  between  now 
and  the  summit  may  avoid  a 
row.  Downing  Street  officials 
said  last  night  They  believe 
that  France’s  desire  to  use 
Ecofin  as  a rival  power  centre 
to  the  European  Central  Bank 
will  help  Britain’s  case. 

But  the  official  view  in 
Bonn  and  Paris  last  night  was 
that  the  UK’s  decision  to  rule 
out  entry  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  current  Parliament  left 
It  with  a weak  negotiating 
band. 


Ruling  on  free  movement  of  goods 


Strikers  of  the  French  Force  Ouvriere  onion  blockading  the  access  to  Calais  ferry  terminal  last  month 
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Court  says  EU  must  act  against  strikers 


States  to  be  held  responsible  for  keeping 
roads  open.  Stephen  Bates  reports 


THE  French  Govern- 
ment’s reluctance  to 
intervene  In  strikes 
which  block  roads 
and  prevent  the  free  move- 
ment of  goods  has  been  con- 
demned in  what  was  last 
night  being  hailed  in  Brussels 
as  a landmark  judgment  by 
the  European  Court  of 
Justice. 

The  ruling,  which  wQl  have 
serious  consequences  Tor 
other  EU  member  states  faced 
with  mass  protests  — such  as 
the  confrontation  with  farm- 
ers at  British  ports  last  week 
— effectively  makes  govern- 
ments responsible  for  the 
actions  of  strikers. 


The  European  Commission, 
which  proposed  sweeping 
new  powers  for  itself  to  inter- 
vene and  force  member  states 
to  clear  blocked  roads  three 
weeks  ago,  greeted  the  ruling 
as  a major  step  forward  in 
tackling  a growing  problem. 
A spokeswoman  said:  "This  Is 
a vindication  of  the  stance  the 
Commission  has  taken.  It  will 
affect  disputes  like  the 
French  lorry  drivers,  but  also 
the  problem  in  Britain.” 

The  court  found  that  mea- 
sures taken  by  the  French  au- 
thorities during  a 10-year 
period  to  the  early  1990s  were 
insufficient  to  protect  deliver- 
ies of  Spanish  strawberries. 
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held  up  by  repeated  formers’ 
protests. 

Its  ruling  stated:  “Serious 
incidents  such  as  the  inter- 
ception of  lorries,  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  loads,  violence 
against  drivers,  threats 
against  wholesalers  and 
retailers  and  the  damaging  of 
goods  when  on  display  in 
shops  took  place  year  after 
year  ...  and  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment were  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  and  effectively  dis- 
suade the  perpetrators.” 


Although  the  court  did  not 
rule  on  compensation,  its  de- 
cision will  be  cited  in  similar 
rases  in  future  and  will  have 
to  be  taken  into  account  by 
national  courts.  The  ruling 
leaves  a gap  between  the  right 
to  strike  — enshrined  as  a 
fundamental  right  in  the  EU 
— and  the  obligation  an  mem- 
ber states  to  ensure  the  free 
movement  of  goods. 

The  Commission  has  put 
forward  proposals  which 
would  allow  it  to  intervene  to 
force  national  authorities  to 


clear  a path  for  the  transit  of 
goods  within  two  weeks  of  the 
start  of  a protest  rather  than, 
as  in  the  strawberries  case, 
having  to  wait  years  for  a de- 
cision from  the  court,  but  that 
will  have  to  be  agreed  by 
member  states’  governments 
at  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

lord  Simon,  the  trade  min- 
ister, has  written  to  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  saying  the 
British  Government  took  the 
threat  of  trade  disruption  by 
protesting  formers  extremely 
seriously,  after  Mario  Monti. 


the  Italian  single  market  com- 
missioner. gave  Britain  five 
days  to  say  what  action  it  was 
taking  to  ensure  free 
movement. 

Lord  Simon's  letter  stated: 
"Peaceful  demonstration  is 
acceptable  but  attempts  to 
prevent  individuals  going 
about  their  lawflil  business 
are  not.  The  Government  is 
confident  [chief  police  offi- 
cers] will  deal  firmly  with 
any  threatening  behaviour  in- 
tended to  persuade  drivers  to 
discontinue  their  journeys.” 


Rain  in  Spain  plus  caterpillars 
are  crunch  factors  for  inflation 


Mark  Atkinson 
Economics  Correspondent 


TORKENTIAL  rain  in 
Spain  fell  mainly  on  the 
lettuces  last  month  — 
and  it  sent  their  prices  rocket- 
ing. Combined  with  the 
French  lorry  drivers'  dispute, 
which  also  hit  supplies,  the 
downpours  forced  up  prices  erf 
lettuces  in  British  super- 
markets by  55  per  cent  in  No- 
vember, compared  with,  the 
previous  month. 

“We  don’t  know  if  it’s  a re- 
cord price  rise  because  we 
don’t  have  a time  series  of  let- 
tuce prices.”  an  official  at  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics 
said,  revealing  a flaw  in  the 
government  number  crunch- 
ers' flagship  publication,  the 
retail  prices  Index. 

ONS  officials  said  the  rain 
combined  with  warm  tem- 
peratures led  to  an  Infestation 
or  hungry  caterpillars  which 
ravaged  the  Iberian  crop. 


Fresh  vegetable  prices 
could  continue  to  rise  sharply 
in  the  coming  weeks,  partly 
because  Irish  crops  of  brussel 
sprouts  and  cabbages  have 
been  hit  by  black  rot 
Data  for  November,  pub- 
lished yesterday,  showed  the 
annual  rate  of  retail  price  in- 
flation unchanged  firom  Octo- 
ber at  3.7  per  cent.  Underlying 
inflation,  which  excludes 
mortgage  interest  payments 
and  acts  as  a benchmark  for 
the  Bank  of  England  when 
setting  interest  rates,  also 
held  steady  at  2.8  per  cent 
Although  this  is  above  the 
Government’s  target  of  25  per 
cent  the  City  was  relieved 
that  the  rate  of  increase  had 
not  accelerated. 

“The  retail  price  measures 
so  far  foil  to  show  a clear 
downward  trend  but  almost 
all  other  economic  indicators 
are  pointing  towards  a slow- 
down in  economic  activity," 
said  Andrew  Cates  at  the 
Swiss  hank  UBS.  “As  such. 


our  view  that  we  have  seen 
the  peak  of  the  interest  rate 
cycles  remains  unchanged  " 
The  lack  of  excitement  in 
the  aggregate  data  masked 
dramatic  shifts  in  individual 
components. 

One  of  the  biggest  upward 
pressures  on  the  annual  infla- 

Greens  going  up 
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tion  rate  came  from  fresh  veg- 
etable prices,  particularly 
lettuces. 

There  were  offsetting  down- 
ward pressures  on  the  index 
from  cheaper  nan-seasonal 
food,  including  cheese,  soft 
drinks  and  prepared  meals. 
Wine  and  spirits  prices  also 
fell.  Booksellers  began  dis- 
counting stock  in  order  to 
boost  sales  in  the  run-up  to 
Christmas. 

The  inflation  outlook  for 
the  next  few  months  is.  once 
again,  mixed. 

Upward  price  pressure  is 
expected  to  be  exerted  by 
July’s  Budget  Increases  in  ex- 
cise duties  on  petrol  and 
tobacco,  and  the  latest  round 
of  mortgage  rate  increases 
following  November’s  base 
rate  rise,  which  has  so  for 
been  matched  by  three  banks. 

But  lamb  could  foil  in  price 
thanks  to  a glut  caused  by  the 
inability  of  exporters  to  reach 
continental  markets  during 
the  lorry  drivers’  dispute. 


Matthew  Clark 
loses  flavour 


Ian  King 


SHARES  in  Matthew 
Clark,  the  drinks 
group  which  makes 
Dry  Blackthorn  and  Dia- 
mond White  cider,  fell  to 
earth  like  an  over-ripe 
apple  yesterday  after  the 
company  issued  its  second 
profits  warning  in  just  over 
a year. 

Matthew  Clark,  which 
came  under  fire  last  year 
for  a controversial  £431.000 
relocation  package  paid  to 
chief  executive  Peter  Ai- 
kens,  warned  that  pre- 
Christmas  trading  had  been 
disappointing  and  that 
profits  for  the  year  were 
unlikely  to  meet  market  ex- 
pectations. 

Shares  in  the  company, 
which  has  also  cut  Its  In- 
terim dividend  sharply, 
tumbled  48p  to  lfizp  on  the 
news,  compared  with  a 
high  of  almost  80  Op  last 
year. 

The  share  price  is  further 
bad  news  for  PDFM,  the 
fund  manager,  which  owns 
almost  a quarter  of  the 
company. 

Announcing  an  18  per 
cent  fall  in  first  half  pre-tax 
profits  to  £17.7  million,  Mr 
Aikens  said  the  company. 


which  also  owns  the 
Gaymers  cider  brand,  had 
been  hit  by  the  continued 
weakness  in  the  elder  mar- 
ket, which  was  battered 
last  year  by  the  rival  at- 
traction of  alcopops. 

He  said  that  the  elder 
market  had  not  yet  re- 
turned to  growth,  espe- 
cially in  the  area  of  “pre- 
mium” ciders  hi»a  Diamond 
White,  which  has  also  been 
hit  by  a sharp  increase  in 
duty  introduced  by  the 
tbenChancellor.  Kenneth 
Clarke.  Last  year. 

However.  Mr  Aikens  in- 
sisted that  other  parts  of 
the  business  were  going 
well,  particularly  on  file 
wholesaling  side,  which 
was  bought  from  Forte  two 
years  ago,  and  with  the 
Sto well’s  of  Chelsea  box 
wine  brand. 

The  plight  of  Matthew 
Clark  — which  bought 
Taunton  Cider  for  £275  mil- 
lion two  years  ago  — comes 
days  after  Merrydown,  its 
rival,  said  it  had  received  a 
takeover  bid. 

Both  Matthew  Clark  and 
Merrydown — which  manu- 
factures the  Two  Dogs  alco- 
pop  — have  been  battered 
from  a fierce  price  war  in 
the  industry  fuelled  mainly 
by  alcopops. 


Rupiah  tumbles 
as  Suharto  ails 


Financial  staff 


.PECULATION  about  the 
Lealth  of  Indonesia’s 
ideal  Suharto  yes- 
terday intensified  amid  a 
media  blackout,  driving  down 
shares  and  sending  the 
rupiah  tumbling  to  a new  low. 

The  volatility  of  the  mar- 
kets was  not  eased  by  a denial 
from  the  president’s  second 
son.  Bambang  Trihatmodjo, 
who  said  the  president  was 
resting  dnd  playing  with  his 
grandchildren. 

The  rupiah  plunged  10  per 
cent  to  a record  low  of  4.595 
rupiah  to  the  US  dollar  as  cur- 
rency traders  panicked.  The 
fragile  Indonesian  currency 
has  lost  almost  half  of  its 
value  since  July. 

Concern  about  lower  Inter- 
est rates  exacerbated  the  de- 
cline to  the  lowest  price  for 
the  rupiah  since  Indonesia 
liberalised  its  capital  account 
in  1971. 

The  rupiah's  rout  "was 
sparked  by  the  lack  of  official 
statements  from  the  govern- 
ment”, said  Derrick  Lee.  an 
analyst  at  M CM  Pacific. 
‘There’s  worry  about  Suhar- 
to’s health  and.  If  there’s  sad 
music  on  the  radio,  that's  it.” 

President  Suharto  foiled  to 
appear  at  a function  on  Fri- 


day and  cancelled  a trip  this 
week  to  Iran  For  an  Islamic 
summit,  beginning  a 10-day 
rest  on  the  advice  or  his  medi- 
cal team. 

Although  rarely  a day 
passes  without  the  presi- 
dent’s picture  in  the  papers, 
there  was  not  one  in  the 
major  Indonesian  papers  yes- 
terday. {belling  speculation. 

Analysts  said  that  the  presi- 
dent's death  would  have  lim- 
ited implications  for  stocks  or 
the  economy  at  their  present 
low  point 

Suharto's  hectic  schedule 
— which  included  a trip  to 
the  Asia  Pacific  Economic  Co- 
operation meeting  in  Vancou- 
ver and  a recent  tour  of 
Southern  Africa  — had  worn 
him  out,  officials  said. 

Suharto  has  ruled  Indone- 
sia, the  world’s  fourth-most- 
populous  nation,  since  com- 
ing to  power  in  the  aftermath 
after  a botched  coup  in  1965. 
which  was  subsequently 
blamed  on  communists. 

He  dragged  Indonesia  out  of 
poverty  by  opening  the 
country  to  foreign  investment 
and  ordering  successive 
waves  of  deregulation. 

Under  his  authoritarian 
rule,  Indonesia  has  experi- 
enced economic  growth  of 
more  than  6 per  cent  a year 
since  1970. 


i 


< * 


i 


i 


t 


'"T" 


4 


V a:  c. 

^ni 

^ s s s 


TT*e  Guardian  Wednesday  December  10 1997 

Racing 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


Sheikh  delivers 
chilling  warning 


Maktoums  threaten  to  quit  Britain  unless 
finances  improve.  Chris  Hawkins  reports 


^q^HEIKH  MOHAMMED 
night  sounded  a 
— M warning  that  the  Mak- 
^■Iwtoum  family  might 
out  back,  or  possibly  with- 
draw altogether,  bran  British 
racing,  which  he  sees  as  im- 
poverished by  greedy  book- 
makers and  a grasping 
government 

The  Sheikh,  who  only  five 
days  ago  annmmrpd  that  he 
was  selling  the  Racing  Post, 
was  not  In  attendance  at  last  1 
night's  Gimcrack  riinnar  is 
York.  His  strongly -worded  1 
speech  was  delivered  for  ; 
by  Michael  Osborne,  speak- 1 
ing  as  fthairrnffn  of  the  Dubai  ' 
World  Cup  Committee.  1 

"Fbr  io  years  I have  kept 
my  own  counsel  and  with- 1 
stood  all  temptations  to  enter  ! 
the  debate  surrounding  ran-  j 
lag’s  firiHTw-iai  plight,  but  the 
time  for  silence  has  passed,"  ! 
said  Sheikh  Mohammed. 

"We  cannot  justify  continu- 
ing at  current  levels  of  Invest- 
ment for  much  longer  and  are 
actively  studying  whether 
other  parts  of  the  world  might 
not  provide  better  opportuni- 
ties for  us. 

"Unless  we  see  positive 
signs  of  progress  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  change,  we  wQl 
massively  reduce  our  racing 
and  breeding  presence  in 
Britain  and  resign  ourselves 
to  racing  in  countries  which 
bring  us  less  pleasure,  but 
make  more  economic  sense. 

“AH  I ask  is  that  the  as- 
tounding gulf  between  outlay 
and  return  is  narrowed — not 
for  my  benefit,  but  for  every- 
body in  all  comers  of  the  in- 
dustry. My  hope  and  that  of 


other  owners  and  breeders  on 
.smaller  scales  is  that  after  we 
have  emptied  our  pockets  we 
should  at  least  be  able  to  keep 
the  lining. 

“At  present,  the  process  of 
owning  horses  at  any  level  is 
like  driving  on  aflat  tyre.  AQ 
we  seek  is  the  luxury  or  a 
slow  puncture. 

“I  am  not  holding  a gun  to 

anyone's  head,  but  nor  am  I 
making  an  empty  threat. 
There  are  probably  some 
people  who  might  not  mins  us, 
but  I am  not  in  the  business  of 
winning  popularity  contests. 

“We  can  no  longer  escape 
the  stark  fact  that  our  racing 
operation  in  Britain  Is  a lux- 
ury that  we  can  no  longer 
sustain. 

“It  isn't  that  the  figures 
don't  add  up  — it  is  that  they 
do  not  even  begin  to  add  up.  It 
would  be  ludicrous  for  my 
brothers  and  I to  pretend  we 
were  down  to  our  last  three 
camels,  but  we  can  no  longer 
go  on  as  before.  Nor  do  we 
wtwifl  to  start 

to  improve. 

“I  am  a man  who  loves  his 
racing  and  values  it  deeply, 
but  one  who  Is  beginning  to 
despair  as  to  its  future.” 

Sheikh  Mohammed's  con- 
tention is  that  racing  is  being 
bled  dry  by  chronic  under- 
funding and  by  a government 
which  extracts  more  money 
than  is  justifiable  or  sustain- 
able in  the  long  term. 

He  went  an:  “In  crude 
terms,  from  the  nine  pence 
deduction  on  bets  in  this 
country  the  government  takes 
six  times  the  amount  that  is 
returned  to  racing.  They  have 


8.75  pence,  the  Levy  receives 
L2  pence  and  the  rest  disap- 
pears in  the  general  direction 
of  the  bookmakers'  ever-qpen 
pockets. 

“The  bookmakers  have  lit- 
tle interest  in  the  well-being 
of  our  underfunded  industry. 
Their  sole  concern  is  to 
squeeze  every  last  pound  fbr 
their  own  purely  selfish  inter- 
est — an  interest  which  can 
never  coincide  with  ours. 

“How  the  big  bookmakers 
must  laugh  at  us  as  they 
make  their  way  to  the  hank 
with  their  ever-increasing 
profits. 

“I  know  there  will  never  be 
a Tote  monopoly  in  this 
country  — the  stable  door 
that  allowed  that  horse  to  bolt 
was  irresponsibly  left  open 
j many  years  ago  — but  rac- 
ing’s battles  with  the  book- 
making  Industry  have  long 
been  a series  of  defeats." 

Such  a withering  attack 
took  all  the  wind  out  of  the 
gailc  of  Peter  Jones,  <*hgt7mnn  ; 
of  the  Tote,  who  officially 
replied  to  the  speech. 

His  claim  that,  “despite  a j 
need  that  is  undeniable,  Brit- 
ish racing  is  in  its  best  shape 
for  many  years”,  sounded 
somewhat  hollow.  j 

Jones  draws  encourage- 1 
ment  from  the  fbct  that  race- 
course attendances  are  up  by 
five  per  cent  on  the  year  and 
the  Tate’s  on-course  turnover 
has  increased  by  10  per  cent 

Next  year  the  Tote  will  be 
increasing  race  sponsorship 
by  more  than  25  per  cent, 
from  £1-1  million  to  £1-4  mil- 
lion. and  for  the  first  time  will 

be  sponsoring  at  all  59 
racecourses. 

In  addition,  the  Tote  is  of- 
fering an  extra  £250,000 
towards  racecourse  market- 
ing projects. 
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Driving  lesson . . . Ian  Woosnam  uses  a driver  on  the  7th  fairway  in  the  opening  round  of  the  Johnnie  Walker  Super  Tour  in  Jakarta  oavio  cannon 

Chapter  one  goes  to  Faldo  in  a Far  Eastern  tale  of  four  golfing  cities 


NICK  FALDO  shared  the 
lead  with  Sweden’s 
Jesper  Pamevik  after  the 
opening  round  of  the  John- 
nie Walker  Super  Tour  in 
Jakarta  yesterday.  Both 
had  five-under-par  67s,  two 
shots  better  than  the  de- 
fending champion  Ernie  Els 
of  South  Africa,  with  Ian 
Woosnam  of  Wales  and  the 


Filipino  Felix  Casas  in  Joint 
fourth  place  on  70. 

The  eight-man  field  now 
moves  from  Indonesia  to 
Thailand,  the  second  round 
of  the  £210,000  tournament 
taking  place  in  Bangkok.  It 
then  transfers  to  the  Philip- 
pines' Bluewater  Resort  on 
Saturday  and  on  to  the  Ta 
Shee  course  in  Taiwan  for 


the  fourth  and  final  round 
on  Sunday. 

“I  played  a solid  round,*' 
said  Faldo,  who  took  an 
early  lead  with  33  on  the 
front  nine  of  the  Arnold 
Palmer-designed  course  at 
the  Emeralda  Golf  and 
Country  Club. 

“I  picked  up  some  birdies 
on  the  par  fives  by  driving 


close  to  the  greens.  Fortu- 
nately 1 had  no  bogeys 
| today.'* 

Els  was  less  happy,  “f  did 
not  play  too  well  today  but 
made  good  birdies  on  the 
front  nine.”  be  said.  “I  en- 
joy the  course,  and  the 
greens  rolled  very  nicely, 
but  I did  not  make  enough 
putts  coming  in.'* 


Parnevik.  who  scored  33 
on  the  back  nine,  said  he 
had  no  complaints  with  his 
form,  “especially  as  we 
have  spent  so  much  time 
recently  flying". 

Indonesia's  Maan  Naslm. 
who  carded  a 74,  Thailand's 
Boonchn  Ruankit  (72)  and 
Taiwan’s  Hoong  Cha-yuh 
(77)  complete  the  field. 
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1UO  ta m If  HM  «.  TOTALLY 
Y04»a,AP>teCu»  (3-TjFUfcfc 

itlO  tSn  CKh  V BUdlC  PIXA**,  A P 
MeCey  P-3K  Z,  Bap  UaMfe  (W-iR  Ataa 
la^a  (7-4  )May).  7-4  JWwr  Benton 
Boy.  7 nui  IX  i (fcUM  v«m«a 


1 *20  1 

3m  £2^1 1(15  declared) 


&F34  Bj«  Crates  BQ  T Ewattr  7-10-13 L Byar  * B4 

PHW2  Bnica  pfl)  VDuS  7-»-3 IMt  B7 

540SF  DMAwRaitt (7) HkiS Sow 6-10-1  6 F Btaa  (5)  8S 


4 9 EAMMTEURS  H’CAP  HURDLE 

1 ABb%Pw#3iti  £2,304  (14  declared) 
an  rczoODfe  « m To  B j Hand  JUnsn 

6-11-10  C Bmar  (3)  K 

» 4021-3  WctaaMf  (»)  (0  HB  U town 

6-11-6 BIMBrn  >6 

383  531  IP-  Any  Dm  (237)  P)  P Baum 

6-11-7 Ka  P RAM  RBB8 

2M  #4-11P  Ufty  m S Rcfarti  4-11-6 ■Mann  0B 

266  531-33  U|M  lam  OB  DM  5-11-4  — CKnM  M 

m Cn^M  Shoaaon  BMy  TO  F Mb*Hi  5-11-4  , — B Hh  (3)  M 

187  4U00  Pmp  9 tar  (HJ  (W  * J Lodwod 

5-10-13  Bha  A DnM  (IJ  — 

m 351225  Hoot  ItoM  Calk  (IB  (CO)  to  K (JM 

5-M1-10  — — BM  S In*  0 17 

M IWWPMPMBJWem 5-10-5 A taM  M 95 

xto  12004-  M«r  tm  m n nm  10-10-3  — c eh  « n 

Zll  OM  Snrid  08  LUra  5-10-0 IHnP)  >9 

212  55WU  B*m  TO  S3  S CsalBflH  7-10-0  — C Any  B — 

213  BDHl)  PtonS)PBnnH  5-10-0  Ka  AAhMe  0 ■- 

214  OOR54  Mptr  09  F IfeM*  5-10-0 6 Lite  (7)  BO 

BAkft  4-1  Dodom.  5-1  TcA.  5-1  CNn  Dec.  8-1  Eqish  Wm*  Wo  U 
StTft-1  Pds  tar.  Dnffli  MM  Smats  War 


4N  403-43  Pm  Da  Kn  (7)  tts  E Stack  6-10-0 . — KJaten  SS 
408  0CWM  Pmafpsi  (4)  m S BanRESI 

5-1041 nr  j ban  (7)  — 

410  02-364  KmM  hi)  P Onestnugb  7-10-0 Alto  — 

411  0O-Z32  Me  Bah(S  HsD Hanson  5-10-0  B Uni  (9  86 

4Q  A»V-  CmkbAoo C&8) P Omtnu* &-1&-Q  — BSMny  — 

4(3  (MIDP  At*4mMa  0 Has  L Sttfc*  9-10-0 T Baad  * — 

—Hg8-4  QraieadSanl*.  5-1  IpePwana.  5-1  UMgBeaa.  13-gQrppM 
Oul.  8-1  tana.  W-1  Pmwd  Tnotrtn  Venwiirn  Tha  liai 
RBM  SHOE  - Qdppod  (Mb  On  W niW.  tel  kadi  4*.  Wundaed  5d  BM  ofl 
trim  p*d  w a H 00  in  nca  um  t»  Scfcgsfi.  mm  tartar  Mn  Otc 
wad  rttr  H Bh.  a 2m4l  hcv  Ch.  Gd  CammUtd  ScMkdK  HeKMav  na  H 
1381,  M M.  Um  oA  haK  Drti  Ui  by  2M  B CHBtk  Ull  oo>  m.  Gd  Ptoh 
BncfcSB  h tach  too  H 4 at  In  on  mu  H »w  lfterf  H Kafco  UK  nai  di 
65fm  *n  Ow*r  1UM*a  aan  ttnkad  It*,  soon  Dofcn.  4*  of  6 «cl 
babm  F««  toy  H Keiieit*  3all  n»  di,  Gd.  Mnte  Soon  Wml,  *6  waned 
Mm?,  z&icd  m hxn  .1  cu  no  cosier  m>  mna.  2a)  dB.  2D  now  Pen tmfls 
F^a  a xm  3N1  m *.  CO  Daw  On  PWa  Nai  Mm  WL  n nua  warn  M c 
h6DhiaamivliMi*(U»HSaHiiMl3minhBVcn.6d  nnUaHat 
DM  pn  <p«d*o  2 sA  3d  ol  i ffl  MM  Sac  Mir  H CmeS  3a  Ic?  Hi 
Gd.  tawd:  SM  a*,  trod  d ft  n)  UM  bn  ladKar.  ba  of  4 « 

SMk  Ron  a hmkBt  3n»  boo  m & MmA*  lost  sum  hsenr.  m 
tn*ay  4 M.  ran  dagena.  4*  ol  5 nfl  BOM  Bn  top  4 Unas*  2nH  nos 
dv  Ganic  BM  Non  heurd.  kn  kuen  10ft  Ml  poor  2nd  2 oat.  2nd  0 4.  M 
UM  Tu*nny  ToH  ■ Qatahm  UW  av  A 6H 

o A^FEEBIAHON  BREWHIY  HANDICAP 
4b  ana  W HURDLE 

2m  £2,821  (8  declared) 

961  2-1242  MM (13) (DJJ Curts 5-H-10 llpr  K 

662  ES2-20  Samba  (tSQJO)  F IMatfi  6-11-7  ■ flonqcb  0 64 

SO  66903-  PHanM  Bag  (E6)  (CD)  A «fl» 

8+nTl 1 MN  P)  64 

504  314-12  MMPa  Oar  n 0 J U 

7-W-7 8 McSntt  p)  *H 

505  F35Q0- Bahnoar  (221)  (D)  J Mod  Johnson 

5-105 A 1 EBA  — 

506  00012-  TMttia  Ttt  5116)  B Bten  5-1IH  — E CaBaiM  87 

SO  3024-2  MIA (Z9« fflUTahader 5-10-3 P Mm  B 

508  071 JS- 1 Swt  (RS|  (COt  6 U Heat 

4-10-0 — JbBigto  - 

Mtag:  5-2  femhOm.  7-7THMI.  11-2  Fatah.  Smafflai  5-1  PAcepa- 
Khg.  B-1  TaMbnlA  10-1  Daaond  BraJi  20- 1 (adaipar 
ram  an  - imbbBe  TacM  tadas.  bmhov  a atom  ; dul  k>  m> 
BM*  IHi  2nd  K 5.  X UM  Oil  Ch  A ftnw  a Cato  anil  ics  U &l 
Smm<>e  four  on  hnre  H*  fesdos,  kb  K 20.  «#  Umd  Toj9  The  5insc»  a 
6a*ar  Zm  Bean  Bdl  Gd-SL  PHaaeKi  Kog:  Ewy  dnee  (ram  3 on.  i«  on  a ow 
nee,  3d  K i&  ■ UM  taatccr  a catafe  2m«  map  a*  G55&.  RacBaaTs 
Ome  H8*J  up.  MM  2rC  3 cu.  rtten  B had  U.  no  ntra  tnxifc  (mh.  2M  rf  ' lu 
MM  Qnm  Soada  Who  2*3  heap  n*  Gd-SR.  Marw  ifctd«  tas  A ? 
■ol  httaod  DM  Dam  a Hndak  Tmd  hop  hi  Gfl  fia  TWh  Me  fost=n 
BUB  Beadtd  at  m gato  um»  en*.  2nd  ol  12.  uo  urn  S»wi 
land  a CHrt  2na  not  bop  at  Gd%  patato  Dosed  badea  dauEd  rad  ; 
0UtuilliakdKM2aAmp«x.2UU6.SUMiinrPoRaAv2maicsidv  1 
6thSft.0laaMB«atteltna  a*tagMailB«s.5dial9.3SiUMf3Btt*ftK  . 
■ SedpUMD  2mll  aad  m M.  GdPn. 

*%  Cg\eSXmA€E  HORSE  FORAGE  NOVICECHASe  1 

MBwV2m  110yds  £3,289  (16  dedared)  ! 


2m  iioyds  £3,289  (16  declared) 

Baidas  MU  TO  IP*)  M Unghei  5-11-5  F LaM*  (R 
la  BUM  B2tNJCRnsD  5-11-5  B Starejl 


■02513  HMdas  IB)  TOJP)  M Ifes^a  5-11-5  F li 
TOM  Li  Was  (32)  P)  J oma  5-H-5 1 

tifl-ci  sum  am  Cfi  OTToas*  s-n-s  i km 

1502-3  raaa  mb  W)  U Dents  5-10-12 TM 

441  CdKABpb<Z75)«  us  ssm  6-10-17  8 Mat 

6310-5  DaaaUaTO  m 6 flefw*  5-10-17 P Hna 

aVOP  Fartw  p)  J ftarK!  JoliEffl!  6-10-12  K Mmmm 
57435  BanlTEngi  W4)(OJ}U(«OTiiOTie  ilJ-17  fi  SanBp 
2744  Of  01  Tha  Bona  (O)  IBs  S Smfin 
WO-12 6ftP"H 


map  nciaaKH  ns  f nm  b-io-« m ow 

2FI/33  Hlnrta  Bkaj  (II)  to)  H W Eaactit 

6- KM? p Caftarr 

121331  Bad  Uradar  (1157)  fX)  H Ham  T-10-12  L ran 
3F-5BT  Badkafii  Ctsla  M (ta  S Ettiuarsifi 
T-10-12 Hr  J trnm  m 

PI 93  2 MW*  IM  P5)  G U Uxm  5-10-12  . J MlPBin 
K?45  iairnuahui  mm  if  tafunr  ?-Uht ..  ■ MB Bmp 
F1FP-4  May  Cocat  (77)  1 tMnd  JOhnan  6-10-7  A S Sad* 

* 

1 7-3  9Hig  Edge.  9-2  La  tan,  6-1  VWfli  Hsi*.  8-1  Urea  Oar. 
EnL  9-1  HMnlfl.  MM  Cud*  foot  Itara  UTget  Koq  Ol  IBf  Bunen 


as  vp*r  ucatTO  J ca*  e-m-12  — 

KB  KfoOHMaP) 4 GU*» 9-10-12. B Uta  (5) 

3H  PW003  lyahan  fid  fS)  A J ladand  7-10-13  ..BSnj 

nz  |SmM  Us Twianne  4-10-7 T had 


Ida  liRaNM  5-10-12 -P 
Ca*  8-18-12 J l 


KB  0/\  BUCHANAN  ALES  NOVICE  HURDIE  (DW  2) 

WV2lti  £2,106  (15  declared) 


eES  53ft fe CT w uSSt MO-12  R HAM 

DO  toUi  SO]  RUttntl  5-10-12  — J top 
PWOOJ  Tpakan  S PB  A J Latood  7-10-13  „»1 

(SMI  MuTMUan  4-10-7 T 

4015  BtedpH) 8 Pfchaat 5-10-7 P 

Mi topSK DWMwS-15-7 „ E b* 

hSWOta,  7-2  LitaMBd,  7-1  HaML  Dpress  tom  12-1 


12  PiHdim  n W»V2in  £2,106  (15  declared) 

_~J  cab ton  * — 1 5 Wpba  IBOH—r  (H)  U * Enswty 

— B baba  (9  — *-10-1? P Hkkp*T  A W 

BHBpb*B  2 ItehBMtarffM! Ub M (beta 4-10-12  MM  - 

’HM2  P CaDur  m s o A«rt«iifleJqrP9JJ0»f  4-KM7-  PCKaaiT  97 

B W U 4 P0/P06  BMwy B*fMD Lart  7-10-12 j Bata  - 

hU..A$SH*  - 5 05  Btela^ RSHByrnfl 5-10-13.  ■ 6nSai  {R  - 

43  .1  BMjar  86  • Bh*  Bisak  Ik  J swar  5-10-12 Hr  C Shssy  - 

-12  R )**■»  Pi  - 7 3400-0  Mcoars  Fton  (22)  V Ucccsai 

!m3J.!?M  71  B 03*03  B S^T*  89 

=lE  5 9 n 

r — E biishai  — IB  35BjgkBMMMCGai4-W-12  — J GAgtoi  83 

’-10-7  ^ ) «Wta  - u 00-0  HadaUd  Sm  (SI)  P a*ran  5-BH3  - BUpM  - 

Ana.  12-1  totatt  12  Pl*oato  (HBail  tames 4-10-1? B Starar  - 

mm  V-  •«anl  4-2  Hr  HnUOl TORFcto 4-10-12 L ny«r*90 

14  OMThtedamGWM  0-i0-i2 Had  - 


6 tabiaptt* (IN* tfctawn 4-10-13  — RfiaaK  A 
7-4  ihBBuOBKttkid.S-1  Fauai7-1  GKMSmg.  NpoePanBH.  5-1 
W-1  toredum  CW.  13-1  Artsrt  Vk  Luc*y 
ME  - Mpu  Hkbnoos  ta  taMjwai  ritfi  2 ou  sen  rea  e 
i.  »0l?J.  WldlM^.NDrtliKMWiaDnwM  ft  AnaTWi 


4 C^KEDGHAHS  NUHCE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

I n9V3m  II  £3^507  (13  declared) 

401  54MP  orppd  Bat  PR  Iff)  II  )Mbw  7-11-13  F Cabaiy  B2 

6-11-5  -T-l P BmM 

* -re  w m w e.ljfcs  ^ 


COURSE  SPHMUST5 


Ifl  BW  % LfflriS  Tt*B« 
a X **1905  ijgw 
IP  90  31.1  -1552 


IHbw  51U9 

16  78  211  *15.77 

17  55  304  »?.15 


BOW  COX 

100  Efharidn  EtharMo 

1.30  Tristram's  Image  Dtml  Dancer 

I 200  Once  More  For  Lack  Ones  Mora  For  luck  0*) 

230  Bear  Claw  Bear  (3am 

3.00  Be  Brave  I’m  Many 

330  Tonka  BMCfc&dd  Ftyar 

BgM-tianded  crodi  ol  1*m  wtti  250yds  run  *.  SU1  tool  «m  the  bed  0»ee  lurtmgs  uphl 
Going:  tardies.  Good  to  soft  Clare.  Good.  * Denotes  OWiets. 

Long  dhtanca  traveBenc  Reel  Cade!  (1 00)  S DtwaB  Dancu  (1.301  M IV.  Dewnl76 
; mtes  Polios  Gem  p.OOl  M Boton.  W*s  163  mfta. 

Sewn  day  wfcmeos:  1 00  Fleet  Cfidei.  Ranger  SJoane 
BSnksred  fire*  tbae:  None  Visored:  Nwb. 

Agues  n bnctefe  aflg  twse’s  name  denote  flays  £iice  bsl  outtig.  FJbl 


TOP  FORM 


4 DAK  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

I iW2m  £2,672  (8  declared! 


2m  £2,672  (8  declared! 

mn  MI-10  . 
UpE  6-11-7  . 
tti)  6-11-7 
7-11-5..  . 


4 Shorn  4-11-3  . . 

u)  (D)  6 haru  5-10-13 
(BE)  [i  6MUk)  5-16-13 
J Pawn  4-10-6  . . 


. I Atapu  i 
CM 


hta  3 DtrM  (S)  * 


B«#to 5-? Elmo  11-4  [hack  4- 1 Ftft  CMtL  '*-?  Ran^rt  Sharr  6-1  Rwnaii ftw.  1?-IAtacto Part 


4 KJ/%  SPRUCE  NOVICE  CHASE 

■ bO  V?m  Jl  nop*  £3.210  (4  dt 


I bipV2m-JI  110yds  £3.210(4  declared) 

1 111-33  Dwaf  Dnrnr  OB  (0)  M V 7-10-V 

2 Fatcrean  (323)  lit  I1  tahran  .'-15-13 . ... 

3 7513  Lags  Branaigai  (363)  U ftaasoch  EMM?  

4 /’IDl?  Triarm'l  taapa  (SB)  M frnlersn  5-16-1?  . . 

Bating:  16-11  bad  D Jnar.  7-4 1 naan  s hugr.  ("1  Lur-  33-1  rnonat 


■ AR&faaH 


0%  CHESTNUT  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS'  SBIK6  HURDLE 

dCiUv.-m  £1 .698  <7  declared! 

1 .aG :-i  Dam  Hon  For  lack  TO  ODB  0BF)  Mrs  PJ  Ftatnn  Mi-5 — 

2 tfp  T«ataM  Lady  (RG)  109  J Vdnran  5-U-O  - - I 


oo  •».<&  nawuari  Bant  to  ft  cb*  md-i:  — Baud*  ■ 

4 6 CUpMb  TO  I liOBcDy  4-16-1?  - .BE 

G0|V  Bata*)  (F1 17)  J Wham*  4-16-1? LCW 

.TIT  3 Knar  lay  (1Bf|  J 7-10- E?  -.DWBtto 

ivyo  Prim  0m  (13)  U OnUn  4-16-7 J I 

Itu  F.d  Lich.4-1  ia«un  Lett  3-1  Una  Pwr.  AUnrt-?  CUM  i?-i  Gw's  Gartb 


2 SYCAMORE  HANDiCAP  CHASE 

■Ov2m  71 110yds  £3.785  (6  declared) 

I i W.  Ban  Daw  J2fy(D)JBf)0 Sm.-mnd f -11- 1? 

2 .1511.'  Andn  Lwal  m m ► fc*’i  t-H-U 


u-4fif>  Rmalfa 
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.Vif  V Mob 
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Un  (n)  R Aiw  n-f. 


l SHitoi  il  r 
SHdMti 


.Vif  P Mo  b Ewtatana  (13)  h Ihipign  7-n-a . H A RtaamM  * 

UK.  n»  sun  (7U)  H 3-1D-.1  _ _ . J I Kamaf* 

t?-l  AndcUui  M E»J  lira.  'J  ?B*b  r ( jauw.S-i  Hwaoi  lain,  bumparc.  10-1  ippnudi 


3/IA  ASH  MARES'  ONLY  NOVICE  HURDLE 

■Warn  ET.553  (12  declared) 


warn  £2.553  (12  declared) 

kntaimn  4-10-7 HA  mqwrid 

9 A Vik-M,  5-16-7 . . ..  A Brim  (S) 

c*awvy-io-7  *c5nSt 

mOkMMMO-7'.'  . “ ‘ 1'”  toHMN 

ijxsKk  4- Ip-,-  . »J  BnnEek 

Itabdi  5-iP-I  J A HcCarikV 

3)  h 4-10-7  . I to 

n o (tow  5-10-;  ooonni. 

H'fcaw  4-1D-:  . . Mr  S Bncfc  (q. 

. l)uLVCnn  5-16-7  . . D BrtBBPMr 

Wiffw  fral.be,  9-rhegirntMA  I>7Er*afltoB£4Wa  ^ Omni  16-1JB. 
oc'.EfcaitSi 


J A HcCaclu 

" iSS* 

. ..  OOEtiTOB. 

Mr  S toad,  (5) 


O Oft  WRCH  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

ViwU?m  45 1 1 0wJs  £3.054  (5  deri 


0V;in  45 1 1 Dyris  £3.054  (5  dedared) 

W41?-  UM arMpsafOBBOKivrvji 5-11-10 

633*1  BawaflM  BjertZM  (£»)  wca,  f-ll-fl  --  --- 

r:-3'  Toaka  pm  6 GmURi  5-1  i-i  

15S6-F  hMbr  Vba  ni)  ita  UMq  5- km? 

!UB4  IfcfUpfJCTOsPSlfi-llHl - 

?-1  Ionia  11-4  BncHcttRjn.  4-1  Bridwi.  hto-jar.  ‘+-i  loti  van 
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Trainer  watch 


Herwa  haring  (Mr  M ran  tor  ■ nawttataw  May — Hcdaac  1220  Oowne.  J NMs  u Ms  L V 

Ritart  1 JO  Sefciv  Fxfe*.  J H j#rB£m  Bli  7*w,  :'.  CI  Jjmrtaun  UrtawnonnF  uunaglt  2MCuma 
tana.  LUcaWan:  »Un  Sflneh,  32£lfiMtiaL'r.  DffcbVCOMEaneS 

Itictto-.  ? 30  Atfnu*  0*  San.  1 Hwd  » « Nnaorm  3 00  Be  Brae.  J fomocnc  d N HoMs 
Laowobfil  J Enter  n U Bcrtey. 

i imtitri  i£.lQCorMiilivcri.4Hfcto?0>>wil340SalitnM-.bPaiingnPEtdg:  1 10 Pneary caoua. W 
rbssnEiJBaffif.a  Hmr  3 405r?M  BAiifUKBfiriwo 


COMMENTARY  RESULTS 

LEICESTER  771  781 

HEXHAM  772  782 

UNGFIELD  773  783 

ALL  COURSES  COMMENTARY  0891  222  780 

ALL  COURSES  RESULTS  0891  222  790 


g 5n!3St  » Muf.lMO  SM«*M-«*Ll«WteAMllEtola«lBAIN 

i iiiri  ?S  !i  sill  TMSuardian QiNTERAcnvi 


TMiuardian  0 interactive 


14  SPORTS  NEWS 


Thw  GnanBw*  Wednesday  December  10  IjW 


Football 


Newcastle  poised  to  gather  Speed 


Ian  Ross 


EVERTON’s  miserable 
season  will  take  an- 
other turn  for  the 
worse  this  week  when 
their  captain  Gary  Speed  an- 
nounces that  be  wants  to 
leave.  His  formal  transfer 
request  will  almost  certainly 
pave  the  way  for  a £6  million 
move  to  Newcastle. 

Andy  Hlnchcllffe  is  ex- 


pected to  move  as  well,  to 
Derby  County  In  a £4  million 
exchange  deal  involving  Dean 


Sturridge.  The  utility  player 
has  been  unsettled  for  same 
time  even  though  he  agreed  a 
new,  long-term  contract  only 
two  nwaihs  ago. 

Speed  lias  bees  a lifelong 
supporter  of  Everton  but  the 
28-year-old  Wales  mid  fielder 
seems  to  have  reached  the 
conclusion  that  the  Mersey- 
side club  are  sinking  They  lie 


United  seek 


David  Lacey  finds  Alex  Ferguson  urging 
the  English  champions  to  lift  theTurin  cloud 


Fifteen  months  ago 

Manchester  United 
left  the  Stadio  Delle 
Alpi  looking  like  the 
third-formers  of  European 
footbalL  But  tonight  will  be 
their  graduation  balL  For 
even  if  Juventus  defeat  Alex 
Ferguson’s  team  a second 
time,  they  cannot  stop  United 
reaching  the  quarter-finals  of 
the  Champions  League. 

United  can  end  the  opposi- 
tion’s shrinking  hopes  of 
making  the  last  eight  but  Fer- 
guson is  less  bothered  about 
putting  one  over  Juventus  on 
their  own  ground  than  show- 
ing Turin  that  the  English 
champions  are  now  capable  of 
providing  a master  class  in 
the  finer  footballing  arts  be- 
fore one  of  the  game’s  most 
critical  crowds. 

“Juventus  do  not  concern 
me  at  all,’  the  United  manager 
Insisted  yesterday.  “It  is  not 
on  my  agenda  to  put  Juventus 
out  My  only  concern  Is  with 
Manchester  United. 

“Big  dubs  have  to  win  all 
the  time  and  we  would  like  to 
think  we’re  a big  dub.  If  we 
were  to  perform  badly  tomor- 
row night  then  a lot  of  ques- 
tions would  be  asked.  We 
can't  aflbid  that 
“This  time  the  performance 
will  be  important  Sometimes 
you  can  play  well  and  not  win 
but  we  want  a really  good  per- 
formance tomorrow.” 

The  way  a United  side,  raw 
at  the  edges,  lost  here  at  the 
start  of  last  season's  Champi- 
ons League  continues  to  ran- 
kle with  their  manager.  “The 
team  was  inexperienced  and 
in  the  first  half  we  were  over- 
awed and  intimidated.”  he 
recalled.  “But  when  we  beat 
Feyenoord  3-1  in  Rotterdam  a 
month  ago  we  gave  a perfor- 
mance foil  of  authority  and 
command.  Now  we  want  to 
show  Turin  how  much  we 
have  improved." 

Victory  would  make  United 
only  the  fourth  dub  to  qualify 
for  the  knockout  stage  with  a 
100  per  cent  record  since  the 
Champions  League  replaced 
the  first  section  of  the  Euro- 
pean Cup  in  1992.  But  with  a 
three-month  wait  to  the  quar- 
ter-finals, the  statistics  of  Un- 
ited's winning  of  Group  B will 
not  be  relevant  when  they 
resume  their  attempt  to  reach 


the  wni-ftnais  for  a second 
successive  season.  As  Peter 
Sctuneiehal  pointed  out  Porto 
came  to  Old  Trafford.  last  sea- 
son after  five  wins  and  a draw 
in  their  group  games  bat  still 
lost  4-0. 

All  the  pressure  tonight 
will  be  on  Juventus,  whose 
2-0  defeat  in  Rotterdam, 
while  United  were  strolling 
past  Kosice  3-0  at  Old  Traf- 
ford, has  left  their  remaining 
Champions  League  hopes 
largely  in  other  hands.  For 
even  if  Marcello  Lippi’s  play- 
ers gain  some  sort  of  satisfac- 
tion after  losing  3-2  in  Man- 
chester two  months  ago,  that 
might  not  be  enough. 

The  two  best  runners-up  go 
through,  as  well  as  the  six 
group  winners,  and  the  best 
Juventus  can  do  now  Is  finish 
second  with  12  points.  Mo- 
naco and  Bayer  Leverkusen, 
first  and  second  in  Group  F, 
already  have  a dozen  apiece 
and  when  they  meet  in  Ger- 
many tonight  a draw  would 
not  be  a surprise. 

Juventus  supporters  will  be 
more  anxious  to  hear  the 
results  from  Group  D,  where 
Real  Madrid  and  Rosenborg 
each  have  10  points.  Should 
either  fail  to  win,  then  victory 
over  United  would  be  enough 
for  Juve,  provided  PSG  do  not 
enjoy  a glut  of  goals  against 
Besiktas  In  Group  E. 

But  first  Juventus  have  to 
beat  United  without  the  in- 
jured Dirtier  Deschamps  and 
the  suspended  Alessandro  Del 
Piero,  who  scored  after  19 
seconds  at  Old  Trafford.  They 
are  also  missing  Nicola  Amor- 
oso, another  striker,  who  has  a 
broken  leg  as  well  as  the  de- 
fender Gianluca  Pessotto. 

Ferguson  intended  playing 
Paul  Scholes,  serving  a three- 
match  ban  in  the  Premier- 
ship, but  he  has  flu.  Now  the 
only  change  will  probably  see 
Ole  Solskjaer  come  in  for 
Ryan  Giggs,  who  is  on  a yel- 
low card  in  Europe  and  need 
not  risk  missing  the  first  leg 
of  the  quarter-finals  by  get- 
ting another. 


(prabaola;  ♦-4-2):  Parra!: 
BlnmieHl.  Ferrara.  Montaro,  Torricelli;  Ol 
Lhrto.  Contn.  ZkUme.  TaccMnanfl:  InzagM. 
Fonseca. 

— ■iliaatar  IMM  {probable;  4-0-3): 
Sctonofchef;  Q Novi  Ha,  Berg.  PalBmor.  P 
Neville;  Beckham.  Butt,  Johnson; 
Sharing  flam.  Cole.  Sottqaor. 

G Vetaalera  (Fr). 


Come  and  take  over,  German 
club  begs  Al  Fayed  of  Fulham 


FULHAM’S  owner  Mo- 
bamed  Al  Fayed  has  been 
Invited  to  add  a German  asset 
to  his  football  portfolio  with 
the  Union  Berlin  club. 

The  former  East  German 
Cup  winners,  wbo  have  fallen 
to  the  unified  country’s  Third 
Division,  yesterday  con- 
firmed they  bad  written  to  the 
Harrods  magnate  asking  him 
to  take  over.  But  Union's 
managing  director  Hans-Jo- 
achim  Jung  admitted  the  club 
have  a debt  of  4.6  million 
marks  (£1.6  million). 

Nottingham  Forest  yester- 
day said  they  were  ‘•hopeful" 
that  before  Christmas  they 
would  reach  a settlement 
with  Anderlecht  over  toe  1984 
Uefa  Cup  bribery  scandaL 
Forest  are  seeking  some 
£l  million  compensation  after 


the  Belgian  club  admitted 
paying  a “loan"  to  toe  referee 
of  the  second  leg.  of  the  semi- 
final, which  saw  the  English 
club  eliminated.  Forest’s 
chief  executive  Phil  Soar  said 
the  demand  included  a sepa- 
rate element  on  behalf  of 
English  players  involved, 
who  claim  loss  of  earnings 
and  bonuses. 

Meanwhile,  Anderlecht 
have  been  found  not  guilty  of 
fixing  league  matches  in 
recent  seasons.  The  Belgian 
federation  investigated  and 
decided  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  suggest  toe  dub  had 
bought  referees. 

Birmingham’s  manager 
Trevor  Francis  has  dropped 
his  asking  price  for  his 
striker  Paul  Devlin  from 
£2  million  to  £600,000. 


one  place  off  the  bottom  of  the 
premiership. 

He  more  than  two  years 
of  bis  contract  to  run  but  is  so 
determined,  to  leave  Goodlson 

Park  that  he  is  thought  to  be 
about  to  pot  his  request  for  a 
move  In  writing,  which  would 
cost  him  a sizeable  sum  in 
lost  loyalty  bonus. 

However,  Everton’s  man- 
ager Howard  Kendall  is  likely 
to  opt  for  a game  of  brink- 
manship with  Speed  and 


Newcastle  and  may  decide  to 
recommend  that  ins  board  of 
directors  reject  the  player's 
demand  for  amove,  so  forcing 
a prospective  buyer  to  lodge  a 
formal  offer.  Speed  cost 
£3.5  minion  when  he  moved 
from  Leeds  to  Everton  18 
months  ago  but  Kendall  will 
probably  value  him  at 
£6  minion. 

Everton,  however,  may 
agree  to  a play  er -plus-money 

deal  that-  might  irwin^n  the 


England  midfielder  Robert 
Lee  or  the  versatile  Belgian 
international  Philippe  Albert. 

Newcastle  a re  the  second 
North-east  dub  to  have  ex- 
pressed interest  in  Speed;  late 
last  month  Everton  rejected 
an  offer  of  £3.6  million  from 
Middlesbrough. 

Speed  and  Hinchcliffe  may 
not  be  the  only  high-profile 
players  to  leave  Everton. 
Shortly  before  Monday 
night's  annual  general  meet- 


ing. KcnrtaB  was  told  that  bis 
dub’s  transfer  kitty  was  o£Q> 
dally  enpty  sod  be  woukf  bt 
required  to  generate  foods  be- 
6m  he  wwM  cantanzdate 
strengthening  the  senior 


With  oo  option  bat  to  sell  the 
mare  ceanptSaot  nwwihwrt  of 

what  Is  acknowledged  to  be  a 
week  team,  KendaH  may  soon 
be  vrilling  to  listen  to  ofltes  for 
Daacan  Ftaguaop.  Steven  Bfltc 
and  Nick  Bahnby. 


Speed. . .£6  million  tag 


Kendall  announced  yester- 
day th*t  be  to  witting  to  kilo* 
the  39-year-old  goalkeeper 
Neville  Southall  to  leave  on 
loan,  "r  have  agreed  to  Inform 
afi  First  Division  dubs  that 
be  is  available,"  be  saW.  Sou- 
thall wants  to  West 

Bromwich  Albion. 


Arsenal 
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73 
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86 
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90 
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Headman. . . au>t  Ferguson  keeping  his  plans  for  Manchester  United  under  his  hat  for  tonight's  game  against  Juventus  - .photograph:  robs  kmnaird 


Dynamo  plan  to  electrify  St  James’  Park 


It  is  Kiev,  not  Newcastle,  the  talent  scouts 
will  watch  tonight.  Michael  Walker  reports 


1 a VHHJB  the  eyes  of  the 
WW  vast  majority  wiD.be 
¥ ¥ focused  on  the 
events  unfolding  in  Turin 
this  evening,  a select  few 
will  instead  be  turning 
their  gaze  to  St  James’ 
Park.  Newcastle. 

Sadly  and  tellingly,  it  is 
not  the  players  of  Newcas- 
tle United  that  the  expected 
throng  of  domestic  and 
European  scouts  will  be 
coming  to  view;  rather 
those  of  United’s  oppo- 
nents, Dynamo  Kiev. 

As  Dynamo  are  already 


guaranteed  a place  in  the 
Champions  League  quarter- 
finals, it  would  not  be  com- 
pletely surprising  were  the 
Ukrainian  champions  to 
field  an  understrength  line- 
up and  therefore  disappoint 
the  scoots. 

Frustrating  the  covetous 
glances  of  the  European 
super-rich,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  be  high  on  the 
list  of  priorities  of  Dy- 
namo’s eccentric  head 
coach  Valery  Lobanovsky. 
He  intends  to  play  as  many 
of  bis  first  choices  as  poss- 


ible, even  with  nine  of  them 
each  on  a yellow  card. 

The  reason  for  this  is  not 
to  put  them  in  the  shop  win- 
dow — Lobanovsky  yester- 
day castigated  Romanian 
and  Croatian  officials  for 
selling  off  their  best  talent 
— yet  the  motive  is  partly 
financial:  prize-money. 

With  each  Champions 
League  win  worth  £240,000 
and  each  draw  £120,000, 
anyone  who  has  visited  Kiev 
recently  will  immediately 
understand  Lobanovsky 
when  he  says:  "We  are  not 
going  to  pass  up  the  oppor- 
tunity to  win  some  money, 
some  bonuses.  So  you  can 
expect  to  see  the  same  un- 
compromising Kiev  you  saw 


against  Barcelona  and  PSV 
Eindhoven.  We  are  not  play- 
ing for  time  in  Newcastle.” 

So,  with  Lobanovsky  a 
committed  believer  • in 
being  able  to  programme 
footballers  in  the  same  way 
you  programme  computers, 
this  means  likely  starts  for 
Kiev’s  blue-chip  duo  of 
Sergei  Rebrov  and  Andrei 
Shevchenko. 

The  latter,  only  21,  has 
been  the  subject  of  much 
transfer  speculation,  this 
season  — “a  circus,”  ac- 
cording to  the  Newcastle 
manager  Kenny  Dalglish 


and  one  in  which  he 
refused  to  become  involved 
by  commenting  on  Shev- 
chenko’s strengths. 


Not  that  they  are  difficult 
to  pinpoint,  especially  after 
his  stunning  bat-trick  at 
the  Non  Camp,  though  it  is 
Rebrov,  current  Ukrainian 
Player  of  the  Year,  who  is 
top  scorer  in  Kiev’s  Cham- 
pions League  campaign. 
Ominously  for  Newcastle, 
Shevchenko  said:  "I  want 
an  alteration  in  that 
department.’’ 

For  Dalglish  and  Newcas- 
tle, pride  Is  the  issue 
tonight.  The  euphoria  of 
the  Barcelona  result  at  the 
start  of  the  competition  has 
long  since  died,  though  it 
would  be  a much-needed 
boost  to  their  season  were 
Faustino  Asprilla  to  show 
something  of  his  old  form. 


Scottish  Premier  Division:  Dundee  United  0,  Hearts  0 


Fluttering  Hearts  beat  easier  after  Winters  misses  a sitter  for  United 


Patrick  Glenn 


HEARTS’  first  draw  after 
16  Premier  Division 
matches  did  not  alter  their 
placing  at  the  top  of  the  table, 
but  toe  chasing  Old  Firm  of 
Rangers  and  Celtic  will  find 
the  gap  more  manageable. 

Last  night  the  Edinburgh 
side  also  foiled  to  score  in  a 
match  for  the  first  time  this 
season,  not  surprising  against 
difficult  opponents  like  Dun- 


dee United,  whose  recent  set- 
backs seemed  to  stir  their 
determination. 

They  looked  more  diligent 
»nd  menacing  than  at  any 
stage  of  their  defeats  by  Celtic 
in  the  league  and  the  Coca- 
Cola  Cup  final  and  in  their 
0-0  draw  at  home  to  Dunferm- 
line last  Saturday. 

After  15  minutes  they 
would  have  gone  ahead  but 
for  an  astonishing  lapse  of 
concentration  by  Robbie  Win- 
ters, the  young  striker  who  Is 


normally  a reliable  finisher 
when  given  the  opportunity. 

He  could  never  have  had 
one  better  than  Ejall  Olcrfsson 
provided  when  the  big  Swede 
found  him  only  eight  yards 
from  goal,  but  Winters 
seemed  frozen  with  indeci- 
sion and  finally  took  a wild 
stab  at  toe  ball  with  his  left 
foot,  slicing  it  yards  wide. 

Craig  Easton  also  had  a 
chance  but  lost  it  through 
lack  of  conviction  before 
Hearts  began  to  pull  them- 


selves together,  Stephane 
Adam  troubling  Sieb  Dykstra 
with  a powerful  header  which 
was  only  inches  too  high. 

Hearts  lost  Gary  Locke  to 
injury  early  in  the  second 
half,  at  a time  when  the  play 
became  imtldy  enough  to  see 
Lars  Zetterlund  booked  for 
his  challenge  on  the  Tynecas- 
tle  player  and  Neil  Pointon 
cautioned  for  a foul  on 
Winters. 

Eastern  relieved  the  dishe- 
velment  by  carrying  the  ball 


in  from  the  right  and  testing 
Gflles  Rousset  with  a low  and 
awkwardly  hobbling  staot- 
which  caused  the  tall  French- 
man to  fiimble  the  ball  past 
the  post,  but  that  kind  of 
threat  became  rarer  as  an 
evenly-balanced  match 
progressed. 

*****  DjrkStra;  MUpoa. 

FfWMrar,  Parry;  Bowman.  Zattartuml. 
Eaaton.  Otofeson.  Pedersen;  Winters. 
McLsren. 

Haaru  (4-4-2);  RouaaotT  Lo che.  Weir, 
Ritchie,  Pointon;  Salvator!,  Fioaal. 
Cameron.  Fulton;  Mam.  McCamv 
NWaraa*  KBtseat  pnvemeas). 


Results 


Football 


UEFA  CUP 

Third  roomt,  aacond  lag 
Asaoeinb(0)2 

Wk»BVtC  71 
Taylor  65 
9-Z) 

Spartak  Moscow  1.  Karianme  scotu 
Enschede 


(0)0 

35,102 


; Ainerre  2,  Twonta  l 


__  1-0ti  

(ago;  3-0);  Lazio  1,  Rapid  Vienne  0 (egg: 
3-0):  Sehato  04  2.  Braga  0 (agg:  2-0). 


NATIONWIDE  LEAQUE 
Rrst  DMsfcm 


Memkmca^M  (pen),  75 


UM{0)1 
Mailcar  B0 


C»3 


m* 

78 


Fragged  B7 


Dunrin  14.  4 7 
Kililer  74 
6KMZ 

AUTO  WIMDSCREEXS 
SHIELD 

Northern  Section,  firafc  round 

CheaterBMd  (0)  a Qrlawfay  (UJ 1 

1.128  N0BW71 

Penaeeter  (0)  O ' Weahdda  (1)  1 
560  ■ Reed  38 

M HI  * T cart  ore.  eh  (0)  i 

Darby  SB  Campbell  71 

AWn  48  jog)  1.310 

ScanOMfpa  (0)  £ Cheater  KB  1 

Eyre  57  (per).  B4  (pen)  FWtmjB  75  (pen) 
813 


Jones  73.  B (pen) 


Cfflo 

1/«7 


Southern  Section,  first  round 


Ci)a 
BUkesa 
Boll  57 


rmo 


1.577 


TgNHPfTS  SCOTTISH  CUP 
First-round  replay 

(OH 
winter  54 
349 


MoGteshmss^en) 
Teytor  48 


BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
Premlet  DMahn 


16J381 


10,402 


1(0)0 


1(1]  2 
Lareson  41 
Jackson  74 

l (0)0 


on  VAUXHALL  COWFBIHm  Halifax 

4.  Norttwfcti  a 

REPBESaiTATIVE  MATCH]  Dr  Marten 

FL 1.  FA  » 2. 


Runcorn  3,  Lancaster  0. 

BH  MARTENS  UMWO  C«jr  Second 

' Cambridge  C , Wndt- 


Ity  WO:  Reddfch  Utd  * Boston  Tn;  Stour 
brwgev  Soimui. 

M-W  COUNTIES  UMUhRoc«tTM- 
BftK*. 


pool  Rwi»  v KMKptm  Alh. 


She0  Wbd  1.  Darby  4.  rtrat  DMaieai  Cov- 
w#y  1.  Sunderland  % Man  c 3.  West 
Brem  1;  Notts  County  3,  Huddersfield  & 


Rugby  Union 


'Aim  hatch.  Royal  Navy 
20.  R Nee  Zealand  Navy  KJ. 


VARSTTV  MATCH  (Bowling  Bowf):  Oxford 

Untv  17.  Cambridge  Uritv  28. 

cum  MATCH,  Bristol  Untv  26,  UWE  & 

Basketball 


V NO*  HUM,  Hawed  55. 

London  T 70. 

MBA,  Mtemi  106.  New  Jersey  67;  Orlando 
85,  Philadelphia  8R  Utah  100.  Indiana  97; 
Portend  105.  LA  Lakers  99. 


Bowls 


SCOTTISH 

Oh 


(Coatbridge); 
(Scot)  MR 


Marshall  (Serf)  7-4,  4-1.  7-4;  J 
(Wales)  bt  D Courley  (Beet)  7-4.  7-6;  R 


Corale  (Scot)  bt  A Thomson  (Eng)  7-3. 
7*6:  H Duff  (Scot)  tfi  J Henry  (Ire)  7-3.  w. 


Cricket 


i South  Af- 


rica 170-9.  Australia  12S  (Kkaanar  3-24). 
Booth  AWca  won  by  46  runs. 


American  Football 

MPl*  Dallas  13.  Caroline  23. 

Ice  Hockey 

SUPUUMK  Ayr  2,  Manchester  2 
<00- 

NHL)  NY  Rangers  3,  Phoenbc  1;  Montreal 
A Colorado  2 Toronto  3,  Daflat  ft  SI  Louts 
& Vancouver  1. 

Weightlifting 

WORLD  CHAMMOH1UPW  (Thailand}: 
M**t  70icgj  1.  Z V&nov  (Byl)  snatch  1600, 


195.0,  total  355.0;  Z Znan  Xu  Sang 


[China)  157  J,  IOSlO,  3525: 3.  MR  JUa 
(Chino)  1S5.0.1B5.0.MLO.  Womans  SStou 
i.  Pumsssfl  (Inao)  97 J.  use,  giztk  Z 
Bias  Xhosesrapom  (Thai}  BZS.  5 77 A 
2KLQ-.  X New  Ju  Nl  (Bunas)  ■90,0.  117-6. 
207-6 


Snooker 


OBUAN  OREM  (Bingen):  Last  1*  J 
auraslt  (Scat)  bt  Q WRUnsan  (Eng)  S-C  4 
Monks  (Scot)  bt  M Oort  (Eng)  5-Z. 


Fixtures 


(7.30  unless  stated) 

Football  . 


CHAMPIONS'  IWBUB  QTOUS  Ai  Q*t  a- 

tasaray  v Parma  (7.46), ■ Spam  Prague  v 
Borosaia  Doraramd  (7.45).  amp  ■>  PC 
Kasteev  reyonoora  (7^5);  Juventus  v Man 
Utd  (7.4S).  droop  Cl  MsJrasHs  v Dinama 
Kiev  (7 AS);  PjV  Sndbovan  v Barcelona 
(7  AS).  Ores  tk  Otytnplafcoi  re  v Roun- 
borg  8K  (745):  Rea ) Madrid  v re  Pane 
(7.46).  Qrac  to  Bayern  Mudcti  v IFK 
Gothenburg  (7-457.  Parte  9 Germain  v Be- 
sOdas  (7 AS).  Omou  ft  Bayer  Lovertauan 
v AS  Monaco  (7.45);  Sporting  Uatxm  v 
Uerae  8K  (7/45). 

nSMMITATBH  MATO*  FA  XI  v Ry- 
man  Leogus. 


Bishop  Auddond  v Altrincham. 


rrasato  Corby  TnvlDcastcnTn;  Srilsburyv 
Baahteyr  Havant  v Dordwatar. 

AANOTT  IKSUftAHCC  NORTHIRN 
IMAOUM  Hrst  HMsIeni  Jarroar  WooUbh 
v RTM  NawcSSItS  ~ “ - 


Brandon  UM  v BHfingham  Tn;  Evenvrood 
TnvCbwtarLAStrast. 


Everton  v Stoke  (7.0).  Ural  DtaWoss  mm- 
dl  aseraugh  w Botton  (7J):  Port  Wa  » Wo»- 
vcriian^on  (7JJ).  tiannil  Division 
Barrafey  v Ctotisla  (M|;  Sfartpool.  v 
Wrcdtam  (7JJJ;  Rocbdata  v Sradbrti  C 
(7%  Rotharbsm  v sodqton  (7 JlJj  Shrews- 
bury v Lincoln  (7J3t  York  v Shod  UM  (7.0). 
Hdrd  PMalsai  VBoan  v Chaster  (7 J). 
AVOW  DtSURAMCB  COfilBMATtOH: 
itoa(  DMrioB  CnarRon  v OPR  (ZOf.  Ipa- 
wfch  v Southampton  ffJSt  Portamouth  v 
Oxford  UM  (MB;  Mntoledon  * AreenaJ 
{UK  WBtord  v swftidon. 

Ml  HATKMAI.  UUDW  Cap  led- 
itoa^p  eaamd  tap  SBgo  Rvra  v Ham 
Farm  Evamn. 


Basketball 

HlMDSn  LkAOUb’  Naweaitia  v 


tAMMim  J CLASSIC  COLA  CUPl 
Oayi  *awj  Wnai  * si  legiThamea  Valley 
v Birmingham  (B.0). 


0 PMer  Nteot  looks  certain  to  beoonieltie 
first  British  squash  player  to  be  ranked 
work)  No.  i wtwi  the  list  Is  revised  In 

Fsbrusry.  writs*  Richard  Jana  Under  the 
Protosakmal  Squash  AsaodaBoris  now 
tanking  system,  which  starts  In  iDBS,  the 
IWs  wKJ  be  produced  every  month  instead 

01  btaommy,  end  although  Nteot  win  be 
fractionally  behind  Janaher  Khan  on  New 
Yew's  Day.  the  M-yearrotd  Scot  should 
aeftfaiv  iha  pfanseie  through  a toctfeaf  de- 
t*rien  not  to  compete  during  January. 


• During  tids  nwuh  th#ro  Is  {list  one  me- 
auMtandard  tournament  in  Hartford. 
.QoaneeOaut  which  Nteol  won  last  year, 
aarnlrq  him  plenty  of  appearance  money 
but  Mb'  SMcomptaer  points.  By  missing  it 
tns  time,  focal  i average  wm  go  up,  tak- 
ing Mm  an  esumaad  30  pants  above 
Jansttar*8. 


# NRhlng  me  groat  Pakistani  can  do  dur- 


BW  JMuwy  eon  improve  hh  average, 
■Weh  he  wiB  lose  Me  No.  i ranWng  tor  So 


first,  time  in  mare  Than  four-aqd-Q  -half 
years,  “if*  (antssbe.  ITs  what  rve  boon 
utortdng  towards  tor  so  tong.1  «ak>  Mcei. 
who  has  tour  sponsors  — Prince,  the  roo- 
oust  add  ofgtfibig  company.  Aanawsy  the 

makers  Of  Sbtngs,  Canmme  tin  sports  dub 

and  a ear^oompany,  Pursera  — wWch 
should  make  Mm  algqnkantly  wealthier 
tor  haring  reached  the  top.  - 


• Though  la  ine  past  desaoe  Jansber  haa 
been  No.  1 tor  H months  out  of  ISO.  the 
MsqtMncy  ran  wifth  he  hold*  tNa  pool- 
don  may  reduce  .during  1896.  Provided  HI- 
col  can  maintain  Ms  good  heM-to-twad 

record  against  Ms  mol —and  tfniAMion- 

basad  laRbandar  nos  won  thsiriast  three 


meetings  — to  mV  lose  only-  modoal 
points  acre  from  hla  U-montii  moving 


window  during  the  first  hw  of  the  yter. 


Firot  Division 

Portsmouth3 

Wolves? 


Dunlin. 

brings 


relief 


.5V 


WOLVES’  push  IbrtS 
ptay-c®  hit  th*  buff- 
era  ** 

last  night  wlwn  thrtr  defender 
Steve  Sedgtey  ststt  off  for 
vfotent  conduct.  ■ ■' 

rssrxs 

before  Cbri*  Wwfwuod  «n 
Steve  Frogjwlt  scored  lute 
powie  by  give  the  Korutot  a 
lopsided  look.  • • 

Mark  McGhee’s  sbfe  Iwd  «• 
pectwLto  find  a dub  in  dfafte^ 
ray.  Fompey^s  twb  ptineto*! 

sharehoMere  Terry  VenAbtea. . 
tbe  chairman,  and  Martin 
Gtr«0fy  are  at  togga-heads. 
the  players  have  cm  tv  just 
received  their  wagre  for  No- 
vember and  questions  are 
being  asked  about  the  payment 
of  £900400  by  the  dtih  to  a Ven- 
ables company. 

But  as  Is  often  the  case,  such 
troubles  seem  to  create  a bond 
more  powerful  than  superyfoe. 
In  drenching  rain  the  home 
side  poured  forward  and.  as 
Wolves  dithered,  deservedly 
took  the  lead  after  H minute*. 

Paul  Han.  pfoyina  as  n right 

vring-back.  skipped  over  the 
greasy  surtax  and  swung  in  a 
devilish  cross  that  Mathias 
Svensson  mewed  to  head  hut 
missed.  With  the  defence 
wrong-footed,  however.  Dur- 
rdn,  lurking  at  the  back  of  the 
area,  sidefooted  the  goaL 
Wolves  shot  themselves  bt 
the  foot  in  the  29th  minute. 
Svensson  foil  against  Sedge?, 
grabbed  bold  of  him  and  the 
defender  reacted  by  lashing 
out  The  Swede  was  knocked 
flat  and  the  red  card  instant 
Still  Waives  were  bent  on 
stif-desliucflon.  Either  side  of 
toe  dimissa]  Spencer  had  two 
goals  disallowed  and.  In  toe 
42nd  minute.  Robbie  Keabe 
was  upended  in  the  penalty 
arm  by  HiUter.  Keith  Curia 
hit  the  penalty  hard  and  km 
but  Alan  Knight  went  down  to 
his  right  to  turn  file  ball  bril- 
liantly around  the  poet. 

IT  Wolves  had  hoped  for  a 
fresh  start  in  the  second  half 
they  were  quickly  disillu- 
sioned. Within  three  minutes 
Dumin  picked  up  the  bell  near 
toe-  centre  circle,  charged  tor 
goal  and  shot  home  confidently 
from  20  yards. 

Portsmouth,  unsurprisingly, 
turned  their  minds  to  defence 
but  sun  found  the  opportunity 
to  score  a third.  In  the  74th 
minute  Svensson  broke  free, 
let  fly  with  a shot  that  Mike 
Stowell  pushed  out  but  only  to 
Hillier  who  tapped  in. 


Feit—iuiAli  (3-5- 1 -1|  Knight  WMtbraefl. 
Thomson.  Awtorct  Had.  Tot  tun,  motet. 
Pethtek,  McLaughlin.  Durnm.  Svnnsaon 
Wolverhampton  NMdmra  (5-3-2) 
StoweJl,  Kuhickl.  Westwood.  Sedptoy 
Curie,  Fioggatt,  Keane.  Osborn  Atkins. 
Freedman.  Goodman. 

D Orr  (Mar). 


Charlton  Athletic  2 
Sheffield  United  1 


Mendonca  in 
right  spot 


Trawor  Hayloft 


^%HARLTON  have  acquired 
habit  (ff  which  they  are 
rightly  proud.  Last  night  they 
recorded  their  fourth  succes- 
sive victory  at  The  Valley, 
overcoming  a combination  of 
stunning  saves,  misfortune 
and  desperate  defending. 

Clive  Mendonca ’s  two 
strikes,  one  a penalty,  toe 
other  the  finest  of  glances 
from  Mark  Bowen’s  cross,  put 
the  smile  back  on  a club  who 
had  been  stunned  to  learn 
that  a fourth  young  player 
had  tested  positive  for  drugs. 
United  replied,  late  on 
through  Nicky  Marker. 

Charlton  had  faced  the 
problem  o£  how  to  crack  a 
three-man  central  defensive 
unit  not  disposed  to  giving 
much  away.  Behind  them  for 
the  first  time  in  toe  league 
this  season  was  Alan  Kelly, 
whose  ability  to  - come  for 
balls  aimed  high  for  Carl  Lea- 
burn  was  an  early  feature. 

In  the  10th  minute  Mark 
Klnsella,  set  up  by  the  enter- 
prising Mark  Bowen, 
squeezed  In " a shot  which 
caused  Kelly  some  difficulty 
low  down  by  his  near  post  A 
clever  piece  iff  individual  play 
from  the  Irishman  then  pre- 
ceded a swerving  shot  which 
went  dose. 

United  woke  up  on  toe  half- 
hour  with  a glorious  opportu- 
nity for  Dean  Saunders, 
played  into  space  in  leant  at 
goal  fry  the  strength  and  vi- 
sion of  Brian  Deane.  Mike 
Salmon  came  out  to  block 
both  that  attempt  and  Gra- 
ham Stuart’s  foHow-lip. 

Mendonca  had  been  denied 
from  an  acute  angle  but ' a 
minute  before  the  interval  he 
put  his  aide  ahead  from  the 
penalty  spot  after  VasslUs 
Borbokls  was  ruled  to  have 
handled. 


Charnu  AtMaUe  (4*441-  Salmon 
Barnaas.  Chappie.  Rules.  Bowen 
Robinson,  Jones.  Klnulla.  Holmes 
Mendonca.  Leefeurft. 

WraMeW  (Mart  (M-1-5)-  Kelly.  Voile 
Marker,  HOttfSWOrth:  Borbokls.  Ford, 
Henry,  Mlaom  Stuart  Sounders  Deane 
M BaUeylOamOrtage). 


pia»*s 

SJPcr 

>e 


J, . 


TT*vV- 


1 


T 


* 


i 


■i: 


i 


4 

n 


^ad l 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  December  IQ  1997 

Football  I ~ 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 


5.* 

X 


- f) 


,i»cl  I"** 


oian 


League 

plans 

Super 

twelve 

Martin  Thorpe  on 

moves  towards  a 
First  Division  elite 


THE  Football  League  is 
considering  turning  the 
First  Division  into  an 
elite  Super  League  of  12  dubs 
in  an  attempt  to  meet  the  fi- 
nancial ehaTitmgo  of  modem 
football.  The  idea,  is  one  of 
five  options  prepared  by  a 
special  ■working  party,  to  be 
presented  for  discussion  at  a 
meeting  of  all  72  etnb  chair- 
men tomorrow. 

"In  order  to  thrive  the  Foot- 
ball League  needs  to  become 
more  market-led,"  said  the 
League’s  chairman  David 
Sheepshanks,  "and  provide 
competition  for  its  member 
clubs  that  best  salts  the  needs 
of  our  customers.  That  means 
fans  who  pay  at  the  gate  as 
well  as  television  and  corpo- 
rate sponsors.” 

Accordingly  the  working 
party  has  came  up  with,  a 
cross-section  of  ideas,  the 
most  radical  of  which  would 
see  tiie  establishment  of  a 
Super  League  designed  to  ap- 
pease the  bigger  Football 
League  dubs  worried  at  the 
widening  financial  gap  be- 
tween themselves  and  the 
Premiership. 

The  problem  would  be  in 
convincing  the  other  60  chibs 
— who  would  he  divided  into 
two  divisions  of  24  and  a 
lower  group  of  12  — that  this 
was  not  the  precursor  to  a 
Premiership  second  division 
by  another  nanw,  ready  to  de- 
mand a large  chunk  of  the : 
League's  television  and  other 
central  moneys.  The  last 
thing  the  hard-up  gmallgr  ; 
dubs  want  to-see  is  a wealth 
gap  growing  between  tham 
and  the  First  Division. 

Option  two  also  envisages 
making  the  First  Division 
more  select  by  cutting  its 
number  to  2D  and  increasing 
the  other  two  divisions  to  26 
chibs  each,  with  increased 
promotion  and  relegation. 

There  are  three  other  op- 
tions. First,  to  fhangn  the  cur- 
rent  three  divisions  of  24  dnhs 
into  six  divisions  cf  12,  the 
dnhs  playing  one  another  four 
Htihw-  This  plan,-  which  in- 
cludes significant  promotion 
and  relegation,  is  toe  most 
suited  to  regfcnaUsatian,  in- 
creasing as  it  would  toe  num- 
ber of  nuaaey^sptnnmg  local 
derbies.  However,  there  was  a 
majority  against  regkmaUsa- 
tion  when  the  idea  was  raised 
at  June’s  annual  meeting. 

Option  four  would  see  four 
divisions'  of  18  or  20  dubs, 
with  promotion  and  relega- 
tion increased  from  its  pres- 
ent levels.  If  the  2Ddub  op- 
tion were  chosen  it  would 
mean  finding  eight  new  dubs. 
Theoretically  those  could 
comprise  two  Premiership 
dnhs,  if  that  league  were  cut 
to  18  dubs,  and  six  dubs  frcan 
the  Vauxhall  Conference.  Op- 
tion five  proposes  no  change 
to  the  current  set-up. 

As  the  League  prepares  to 
celebrate  its  lOOth  season  next 
term,  there  is  a widespread 
acceptance  among  chairmen 
of  the  need  to  modernise  in 
the  foce  of  the  Premiership's 
success  and  to  maintain  a 
strong  identity;  hence  the 
League’s  fight  to  reinstate  toe 
lost  place  in  Europe  for  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  winners. 

. But  any  also  need 

to  balance  the  needs  of  the 
bigger  First . Division  dubs 
while  helping  maximise  the 
earning  potential  , of  smaller 
clubs  hit  by  decreasing  funds; 
with  Premiership  clubs  pre- 
ferring to  buy  abroad,  less  of 
the  transfer  money  which  tra- 
ditionally helped  keep  small 
dnhs  alive  is  filtering  down. 


Cricket 


Lara  now 
West  Indies’ 
only  option 

David  Hopps  says  the  Pakistan  whitewash 
has  surely  ended  arguments  over  captaincy 


AS  HE  surveys  the  tur- 
moil in  West  Indian 
cricket,  one  man  will 
be  more  convinced 
than  ever  today  that  he  Is  in- 
dispensable. Brian  Lara  has 
long  regarded  the  West  Indies 
captaincy  as  his  right,  and  to 
resist  his  claims  any  longer 
risks  plunging  Caribbean 
cricket  into  extended  decline. 

Pakistan's  10-wicket  victory 
in  the  third  Test  In  Karachi 
completed  West  Indies'  first 
whitewash  since  their  inau- 
gural Test  series  in  England 
60  years  ago.  Now  oven  Lara's 
most  implacable  opponents  — 
there  remain  many-  — must 
recognise  that  his  elevation, 
in  time  to  lead  West  Indies 
against  England  in  the  Carib- 
bean this  winter,  seems 
inevitable. 

In  the  mid-Seventies  West 
Indies  responded  to  a trounc- 
ing by  Australia  with  the  ap- 
pointment as  captain  of  Clive 
Lloyd.  He  proved  an  inspired 
choice.  Elected  by  popular  de- 
mand. he  unified  the  conflict- 
ing power  groups  in  Carib- 
bean cricket  and  transformed 
West  Indies  into  the  world's 
most  formidable  side. 

By  establishing  Lloyd  as 
manager,  the  West  Indies  au- 
thorities had  hoped  to  side- 
step Lara's  accession.  Yester- 
day. after  witnessing  his 
side’s  defeat  before  lunch  on 
the  fourth  day.  Lloyd  virtu- 
ally conceded  the  inevitable. 

"It  has  gone  from  bad  to 
worse."  he  bemoaned.  "This 
is  the  best  side  in  the  West 
Indies  but  our  cricket  has 
been  really  bad.  Now  it's  up  to 
the  board  [the  West  Indies 
Cricket  Board]  to  rethink  seri- 
ously for  the  coming  series 
against  England." 

That  West  Indies'  tour  of 
Pakistan  would  be  abysmal 
became  more  likely  from  the 
moment  the  board  overruled 
the  selectors'  recommenda- 
tion that  Lara  he  appointed 
captain. 

Alloy  Lequay  and  Richard 
De  Souza,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago's  two  board  represen- 
tatives. issued  a statement  ac- 
cusing the  other  members  of 
an  unspoken  policy  to  "de- 
stroy Lara  at  any  cost”. 


Bowling  to  the  Bowring . . . the  Cambridge  scrum-half  Richard  Elliott  passes  down  the  line  at  Twickenham  yesterday 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DAVID  ROGERS 


The  University  Match:  Oxford  1 7,  Cambridge  29 


Surridge  spur  for  Light  Blues 


In  Malta  at  Twickenham 


THE  winds  of  change 
are  blowing  around 
this  ancient  fixture, 
with  yesterday's 
game  featuring  professional 
touch-judges  and  a 10-minute 
half-time  break.-  But  some 
things  remain  unaltered  and 
Cambridge's  inarch  to  their 
fourth  successive  Bowring 
Bowl  was  rarely  threatened. 

Oxford’s  much -vaunted 
park  had  been  optimistic  that 
it  could  help  end  Cambridge's 
domination,  with  their  6ft  9Jn 
beanpole  lock;  Andrew 


Roberts  more  than  a match 
for  Richard  Bramley.  Roberts, 
easily  hoisted  at  the  line-out, 
won  a heap  of  possession  in 
the  first  half,  hut  damaged 
knee  ligaments  prevented 
him  from  returning  after  the 
interval  and  by  then  Oxford 
were  14-3  adrift 
Cambridge  looked  more  se- 
cure with  the  ball  to  hand. 
Their  midfield  had  more 
punch  and  snap  and  their 
scmm-half  Richard  Elliott 
used  his  speed  to  . tap  penal- 
ties and  move  the  ball  swiftly 
through  his  backs.  - 
Cambridge  also  utilised  the 
muscular  running  skills  of 


their  shaven-headed  ftill-back 
Paul  Surridge,  who  burrowed 
beneath  his  pack  for  his  side's 
fourth  and  final  try  on  the 
hour  — a score  that  put  the 
game  beyond  the  Dark  Blues. 

Surridge’s  forceful  display 
contrasted  with  that  of  his  op- 
posite number,  the  Oxford 
captain  Richie  Maher.  The 
Australian  was  constantly 
caught  in  two  ndnda  whan  he 
fielded  Cambridge  kirks  and 
often  ran  into  light  blue  shirts 
instead  of  space. 

. The  wind  was  knocked 
from.  Oxford's  sails  by  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter,  by  which 
time  Cambridge  had  engi- 


Ireland  risk  back-to-back  Tests  in  South  Africa 


IRELAND’S  two  Tests  to 
Sooth  Africa  in  June,  dur- 
ing a demanding  tour  of 
seven  matches  in  22  days, 
will  be  only  a week  apart. 

“Playing  back-to-back 
Tests  Is  no  more  difficult 
than  It  would  be  in  the 
World  Cup,  that  was  part  of 


Rugby  League 


our  thinking,”  said  Ire- 
land's manager  Pat  Whpian. 

. Conor  McGunmeas,  toe  St 
Mary's  Cctflege  scrum-half 
who  won  Ms  first  Ireland 
caps  against  New  Zealand 
and  eanmte  last  Fiumth,  ha« 
a stress  fracture  of  the  right 
shin  and  misses  fixe  interna- 


tional against  Italy  to  Bolo- 
gna on  Saturday  week. 

Bristol  have  signed  the 
28-year-old  former  Wales 
Schools  wing  and  sevens  in- 
ternational Chris  Higgs 
from  Neath.  He  may  make 
his  home  debut  against 
Richmond  on  Saturday. 


neered  two  tries.  After  five 
minutes  Ryan  Pollock,  the 
Oxford  left-wing,  attempted  to 
run  from  deep  inside  his  own 
22.  He  was  dumped  and  con- 
ceded a penalty  which  Cam- 
bridge spumed  and  Instead 
kicked  into  touch.  Martin 
Hyde  took  the  line-out  and  a 
jubilant  Bramley  was  driven 
over  for  a converted  try. 

Elliott’s  tapped  penalty 
then  gave  Nick  Walne  the 
chance  to  outpace  the  Oxford 
cover  and  the  Dark  Blues 
were  chasing  toe  game.  David 
Kelaber  kicked  a penalty  for 
Oxford  hut  the  Australian 
flanker  mtsswt  three  more  be- 
fore half-time. 

Mark  Denney,  solid  to  de- 
fence and  ebullient  to  attack, 
ran  to  a try  from  30  yards  10 
minutes  after  the  interval  but 
Surridge’s  conversion  at- 
tempt struck  the  upright  be- 
fore Oxford  detected  a shaft  of 
light-  A scrum  wheeled  and 
Kevin  Spicer,  their  No.  B, 
picked  up  and  broke  EQiotfs 
tackle  to  crash  over. 

Cruelly,  Surridge  cancelled 
out  the  score  almost  immedi- 


ately, before  Oxford  fashioned 
the  best  try  of  the  afternoon. 
A loop  move  between  Niall 
Hogan  and  Tim  Jensen  cre- 
ated space  for  the  wing  Nick 
Booth,  who  outpaced  Sur- 
ridge from  40  yards. 

But  there  was  to  be  no  late 
revival,  Surridge  striking  a 
last  penalty  . 

KOMMl  Ocrfonb  Tltae  Stfcsr.  Booth. 
Conversions!  Kolaher  2,  Pans  It  yz 
Kaiaher.  r— hrlitg«T  Trtasr  Brantley. 
Walne.  Denney,  Surridge.  Onsifln— i 
SurrHue  3.  Paoattyi  Surridge. 

OXKJROt  R Haber*  (University  College, 
capt}:  N Booth  (Worcester}.  H Larsen 
(Lincoln),  B Bail—  (Keble).  B Mi* 
(Kettle;  C Lsarfs,  Sr  Anne's.  31  min):  T 
Jesses'  (Si  Anne'S).  N Hegns*  ( Merton  t, 
R Lataer  (St  Anne's:  J Shmplea.  St 
Edmund  Han.  78).  M Cthri  (Si  Arne's). 
A Reuben  {University  College).  T 

Wins ‘ (81  Anne'ml.  A naberte  iNew 

College;  B tea  Wains.  St  Anna's.  It-Q.  M 
Orel  nr-  (Christ  Church).  D Kelaber  I St 
Cross;  C Levis,  Si  Edmund  Had.  72),  K 
Spber-  (Si  Anne's). 

CAMBRtOOE:  P SsmUga-  (Hughes  Hall); 
N (St  Catharine's;  A mileiiini. 

Hommrton.  ail.  M Wobbteen  (Hughes 
Hail),  m Bssg  (St  Edmund's).  N nr  I St 
Edmund's;  Q Warns,  Homartnn.  B3|;  R 
Asbfarth*  (Peterhoume).  R [Boa  (Si 
Edmund's);  a Reynolds'  (Hughes  Halt)  T 
Hornby*  (St  Edmund's.  CSpt).  ■ Fouids 
(8ldney  Sussex),  R Bramley*  |St 
Edmund's).  A Mg'  (Hughes  Hall).  M 
Hyde*  (St  Edmund's).  H Whltferd 
(Homwton).  j Cocke  (St  Edmund's). 
Red— sen  B Campull  (Yorkshire). 
•Indicates  Blue 


Lloyd  once  spoki1  of  West 
todies'  crickei  ns  “the  instru- 
ment of  Caribbean  cohesion." 
Blocking  Lara's  ambitions, 
claimed  the  Trinid.nl  i:in  rep- 
n -st-iil  at  i vos.  undermined  tout 
accord  and  "the  West  Indies 
federation  was  destroyed”. 

U was  a grave  charge  ami 
Lequay  and  De  Souza  escaped 
censure  only  because  the 
board  feared  an  escalation  nr 
toe  dispute.  Instead  there  Ills 
bt*en  an  attempt  to  switch  at- 
tention to  toe  supposed  short- 
comings of  (be  selectors:  the 
chairman  Wes  Hall.  Joey  Ca- 
row  and  Michael  Findlay. 

The  ftl-ycar-ald  Jamaican 
Jackie  Hendriks  has  been 
mooted  as  Hall's  replacement 
as  chairman,  supported  by  the 
formpr  fast  bnwler  Andy 
Roberts. 

The  board  tots  belatedly  res 
ponded  u>  the  proliferation  uf 
basketball,  benmiKl  in  on  sat- 
ellite from  North  America, 
with  development  schemes  In 
primary  school.  But  a recent 
board  survey  suggested  B0  per 
cent  of  16-2-1  year-olds  had  lit- 
tle or  no  interest  in  cricket. 

The  man  who  con  reverse 
that  trend  is  Lara,  West 
Indies'  only  remaining  super- 
star.  But  the  only  option  is  a 
massive  gamble.  For  England, 
who  otherwise  anticipate  a 
victorious  series,  their  task 
would  be  akin  to  defusing  an 
exploded  bomb  with  a dodgy 
fuse. 

WIST  NUMBSi  Firs)  innings  rib  (5  Camp- 
bell SO;  Saqlnin  Mtnhtoq  J-M.  Wasim  Ak 
nun  3- ret 

PAKISTANI  First  tunings  41.*  (Admit  So- 
ho*' 1G0.  I Jar  Ahmad  ISO.  Dillon  f-ltl.  c 
Walsh  4-74| 

WIST  DUMBS 

Ssonnd  bwlai  (ovcrtughl  190-71 

I Bishop  not  oul ■ 

F Rose  c Mom  bWnimAhrem  ■ 

C Walsh  b Wasim  Ahtam  O 

HI  Olllon  Bjw  b Wasim  Mu  am « 

Extras  (b7. 102.  nbS) to 

Total SIS 

M ofwta&ata  ion  207. 208 
Bowfbw  Wacim  Aiuam  164-7-42-4;  Wa- 
qar  Younts  6-0-31-2;  Azhnr  Muhmood 
3-0-32-0;  Mushtan  Ahmad  8-0-73-0.  Sag- 
lain  Mushtag  IB-9-36-4. 

MUOSTAM  tiwat  bmtaBS 

Mohammad  Wosun  not  out  - O 

Aznar  Mahmood  not  out . . . . IS 

Extras  (nb  2) - - Z 

Total  (lor  0) IB 

Bomfcp!  Walsh  3-0-1 1-0:  Rcbo  2-0-4-fl. 
Unphm  C Mnchisy  (SA)  and  S Bauer 
(Pakj. 


Reshuffle  benefits  Leigh  and  Widnes 


AndyWHson 


THE  1998  ‘‘summer”  sea- 
son will  start  on  Febru- 
ary 8,  after  toe  derision 
yesterday  by  the  19  chibs  out- 
side Super  League  to  main- 
tain separate  First  and 
Second  Division  competitions. 

The  First  and  Second  Div- 
ision Clubs'  Association, 
meeting  to  Dewsbury,  had 
been  expected  to  vote  to 
return  to  a single  division, 
their  numbers  having  been 
reduced  since  the  1997  season 
by  Huddersfield’s  promotion 
to  Super  League  to  place  of 


Scots’ vote 
is  deadlocked 


Patrick  Qlem  

THE  Premier  Division 
dubs’  attempt  to  break 
away  from  the  Scottish  Etafc- 
bail  League  at  the  end' of  this 
season  stalled  again  yesterday. 

At  the  -management,  com- 
mittee meeting  convened  to 
decide  whether  the  10  could 
leave  without  the  statutory 
two  years?  notice,  the  vote 
was  riaarilnrlred  6-6.  The  SFL 
president  Doug  Smith  refused 
to  use  his  casting  'vote  be- 
cause he  believes  agreement 
can  be  reached,  so  the  seces- 
sionists’proposal  foiled. 

The  Premier  representa- 
tives, rirftir.  Rangers,  Aber- 
deen, St  Johnstone,  Hibernian 
and  Dundee  United — afwtam 
smith  is  vtcechairman — pnt 
their  proposal  to  toe  vote 
rather  than  continue  to  negoti- 
ate with  the  gmnifef  dubs. 
They  that  their 

nifer  would  he  withdrawn  at 
5pm  yesterday  and  that  If  nec- 
essary they  would  go  their 
awn  way  in  two  years  and  the 

small  dubs  would  get  nothing. 


It  seems  dear  that  a written, 
legally  binding  package  mak- 


originally  promised  ver- 

bally — would  end  resistance. 


Sport  in  brief 
Boxfog 

George  Foreman,  the  oldest 
heavyweight  champion  on  re- 
cord when  he  beat  Michael 
Moorer  at  48,  will  has  on.  He 
announced  ‘his  retirement 
fftwr  lowing  controversially  to 
Shannon  Briggs  on  November 
22,  tat  has  had  another  idea. 

"In  13  month  k from  today  I 
win  be  SO  years  old  and  I 
would  like  to  have  one  last 
match  in  Las  Vegas,”  be  said 
yesterday.  “A  50-year-old  man 
liters  the  ring  , with  a top 
contender  and  then  calls  It 
quits.  But  someone’s  got  to 
give  me  a good  whoppin'.  I 
don’t  want  anyone  to  slap  me 
around  and  abuse  me” 

Tennis 

Goran  Ivanisevic  and  the 
Wimbledon- runner-up  Cedric 
Pioline  are  the  latest  entries 
for  the  Guardian  Direct  Cup 
at  London's  .Battersea  Park 
from  February  23  to  March  L 
With  Greg  Rusedski.  Tta 
Henman,  Yevgeny  Kafelni- 
UovV  Richard'  Krajicek  and 

Petr  Korda  already  confirmed 

i to-  appear,  seven  ■ of-  the 
! worid’a  tc?>  20  wfll  be  there. 

Snooker 

John  Higgins,  the  world  No.  2, 
waifa  breaks  of  74  and  121  to- 
heating  Martin  Clark  6-2  to 


i Faria  by  the  merger  of  Bar- 
row  and  Carlisle,  and  by  the 
! resignation  of  Prescot 
! Panthers. 

Instead 'they  will  restruc- 
ture the  existing  format  ex- 
panding First  Division  to  11 
teams  who  will  play  one  an- 
other three  times.  The  move 
will  mean  an  earlier  start 
than  had  been  anticipated. 

The  champions,  who  will  be 
promoted  to  Super  League  to 
' 1999  to  they  meet  toe  off-field 
standards  demanded  by  the 
Rugby  Football  League,  will 
be  determined  by  a play-off 
series  culminating  to  a grand 
final  on  the  last  weekend  to 


reach  the  German  Open  quar- 
ter-finals to  Bingen,  writes 
Otoe  Eoerton.  Jamie  Burnett 
guaranteed  Scotland  a second 
quarter-finalist  by  rallying 
from  2-4  to  beat  Gary  WflJdn- 
son  5-4. 

Biggins  is  in  need  of  a win, 

having  been  beaten  by  Domi- 
nic Dale  in  the  Bournemouth 
Grand  Prix  final  and  going 
oat  of  last  month’s  UK  Cham- 
pionship to  Preston  to  the 

first  round. 

Motor  Sport 

Belgium,  which  recently  out- . 

jawed  all  tobacco  advertising 
and  sponsorship  from  Janu- 
! ary  1 1999,  will  lose  its  2S0cc 
I motocross  grand  prix  from 
| that  year  onwards,  the 
! part f»n*l  motorcycling  federa- 
tion and  its  promoter,  Action, 
announced  yesterday.  For- 
mula One's  commercial  direc- 
tor Bemie  Ecclestone  has  al- 
ready threatened  to  - strip 
; Belgium  of  its  motor'  raring 
I grand  prix  from  next  year. 

! Hockey 

Serna  Singh,  the  32-year-old 
Southgate  defender,  has  an- 
nounced his  retirement  from 
international  play  for  busi- 
ness reasons.  He  won  145  in- 
ternational caps,  playing  in 
the  Olympic  tournament  to 
Atlanta  and  captaining  the 
Rwriand  side  who  won  bronze 
medals  in  the  1995  European 
Cup. 


October,  a system  similar  to 
that  recently  introduced  by 
Super  League. 

The  major  beneficiaries  are 
Leigh  and  Widnes,  who  have 
both  been  invited  to  compete 
in  the  First  Division.  Leigh 
were  third  to  the  Second  Div- 
ision last  season;  Widnes 's 
rapid  decline  continued  as 
they  finished  nprt  to  bottom 
to  the  First,  and  they  were  set 
to  be  relegated  to  join  such  no- 
torious deadbeats  as  Prescot 
and  Bramley  bat  will  again  be 
playing  First  Division  football 
at  a redeveloped  all-seat 
Naughton  Park,  now  officially 
raTlori  fhA  HaltOD  Startimn 


Ice  Hockey 


i The  restructuring  will  not 
be  as  popular  with  the  eight  i 
Fasda  members  left  to  form 
the  Second  Division:  Barrow  ' 
Border  Raiders  (the  club 
formed  by  the  Barrow-Car- 
Usle  merger),  Batley,  Bram- 
ley, Doncaster,  Lancashire 
Lynx,  Oldham,  Workington 
and  York.  These  dubs  will 
play  only  20  fixtures  each, 
which  means  their  season  can 
be  delayed  until  Good  Friday, 

, April  10.  However,  two  clubs 
will  still  be  promoted  and  rel- 
egated between  the  two 
divisions. 

"It’s  not  ideal."  admitted 
Fasda’s  chairman  Bob  Scott. 


who  hopes  to  set  up  separate 
television  and  sponsorship 
deals.  "But  with  19  clubs  it 
couldn’t  be;  toe  numbers  just 
don’t  add  up.  But  we  wanted 
to  provide  the  strongest  poss- 
ible competition  outside 
Super  League,  and  an  11-team 
First  Division  does  that  much 
better  than  a 19-team  single 
division. 

"The  existing  Division  One 
clubs  get  £390,000  a year  from 
the  Murdoch  money  but  the 
Division  Two  dubs  are  on 
£90,000,  and  Oldham  get  none 
at  all  So  putting  them  all 
together  would  have  produced 
too  many  one-sided  games." 


Basketball 


Reject  Lyle  gears  up  after  being  Towers  fall 
thrown  a transatlantic  lifeline  in  Budapest 


Vic  Batchelderon 
support  from  home 
forteenage  Great 
Britain  netminder 

THE  career  of  the  Great 

I Britain  international 
netnrinder  Stevie  Lyle  to 
North'  America  has  been 
resurrected  by  financial 
help  from  the  British  Ice 
Hockey  Association. 

to  August  Lyle  joined  the 
Plymouth  Whalers,  an  On- 
tario Hockey  League  club 
who  feed  players  to  NHL 
clubs  in  Detroit  and  Caro- 
lina. But  the  day  before  his 
18th  birthday  last  Thurs- 
day the  Whalers  released 
him,  as  they  had  when  he 
first  tried  oat  with  the  club 
last  year. 

On  Monday  Lyle  signed 
for  a Saskatchewan  Junior 
A League  side,  the  Hinders- 
ley  Clippers,  but  Plymouth 
refused  to  allow  him  to 
♦afcp  the  goaltending  equip- 
ment he  had  been  using, 
valued  at  about  £1,000,  un- 


less he  paid  for  it.  Now  the 
BIHA  has  stepped  in  and 
negotiated  a payment 

“It  must  be  the  first  time 
we've  owned  a piece  of 
player,"  said  the  BIHA  sec- 
retary David  Pickles.  “But 
Stevie  Is  so  talented  we  had 
to  help  him  out.” 

Meanwhile  Cardiff  Dev- 
ils, Lyle’s  former  chib,  have 
settled  a dispute  with  the 
International  Federation 
over  their  exclusion  from 
| the  European  Hockey 
| League,  with  "the  matter  of 
! costs  resolved  between  the 
1 two  parties'*. 

As  Superleague  champi- 
ons last  season.  Cardiff  ex- 
pected to  represent  Britain 
in  this  year’s  competition 
but  were  rejected  when 
their  rink  foiled  to  meet  the 
required  standards. 

Cardiff  protested  and 
threatened  to  claim  dam- 
ages, hut  after  a meeting  to 
Zurich  on  Monday  the  club 
president  David  Temme 
said:  *T  am  glad  this  issue 
has  been  sorted  out  and 
reconfirm  Cardiff’s  support 
for  the  DHF  and  the  EHL 
competitions.'* 


Lord’s  set  to 
defer  its 
ladies  problem 


Paul  Weaver 

THE  evidently  touchy  topic 

I of  women  treading  the  sac- 
rosanct polished  wood  of  the 
Long  Room  is  on  the  agenda 
of  today's  Marylebone  Cricket 
Club  meeting  at  Lord's,  but  it 
is  unlikely  to  be  much  help  to 
those  seeking  to  breach  the 
last  male  bastion  among 
English  pavilions. 

It  had  been  intended  that 
the  MCC  committee  would 
today  consider  what  lead  to 
give  the  club's  17,000-plus 
membership  when  it  votes  in 
the  spring  on  whether  to 
allow  women  to  join.  By  then 
members  will  have  had  the 
chance  to  digest  the  contents 
of  a green  paper,  which  will 
be  sent  out  in  March. 

But  according  to  Chris  Rea, 
the  MCC's  Assistant  Secre- 
tary (Marketing),  a number 
of  "prominent"  committee 
members  cannot  make 
today’s  meeting  and  so  "the 
issue  is  likely  to  be  deferred”. 

But  the  former  England 
women's  captain  Rachael 
Heyhoe  Flint  was  optimistic 
of  a spring  win  last  night  and 
said:  “We  should  certainly  get 
closer  than  when  it  came  up 
in  1991,  when  2£00  voted  for 
women.  4.500  against  and 
over  10,000  didn’t  bother  to 
vote — and  the  two-thirds  ma- 
jority may  not  be  required 
this  time,  just  a straight  ma- 
jority. 1 think  the  green  paper 
should  be  a pink  paper.  With 
blue  edging,  perhaps." 


World  Cup 
off  to  a 
soggy  start 

Cath  Xante  In  Hyderabad 

ENGLAND’S  women  start 
their  defence  of  the  World 
Cup  here  this  morning 
against  South  Africa,  the  11- 
nation  tournament's  dark 
horses,  to  a Pool  A match 
being  covered  by  Indian  TV. 

The  South  Africans,  beaten 
2-1  in  last  summer's  one-day 
series  to  England,  looked  well 
acclimatised  in  beating  the 
Andhra  Pradesh  state  team 
by  139  runs  at  the  weekend. 

Their  coach  Conrad  Hunte, 
the  former  West  Indies 
opener,  said:  “We  won't  try  to 
play  Engi  and  at  their  own 
game.  We  know  we  have  got 
to  come  out  with  something 
innovative  that  plays  to  our 
strengths." 

Despite  heavy  overnight 
rain  the  pitch  is  expected  to 
be  slow  and  South  Africa  will 
probably  rely  on  their  off- 
spinner  Kerri  Laing.  England 
can  call  on  the  leg-spin  of 
Kathryn  Leng,  backed  up  by 
the  slow  left-armer  Clare  Con- 
nor and  the  deceptive  slow- 
medium  cutters  of  the  captain 
Karen  Smithies. 

Yesterday’s  opening  match, 
the  Pool  B game  pitting  the 
hosts  India  against  Sri  Lanka, 
was  called  off  as  the  over- 
night rain  had  soaked  the  Lai 
Bahadur  Stadium  outfield. 
But  by  the  time  England  came 
to  view  the  pitch  the  sun  was 
out  and  workmen  were  apply- 
ing the  sponsor's  logo  — Hero 

Honda  — to  the  grass. 


Robert  Pryce 

THE  London  Towers  Tell  to 
their  seventh  successive 
European  Cup  defeat  last 
night  when  they  went  down 
85-70  to  Honved  in  Belgrade. 

Their  misfiring  offence 
perked  up  briefly  in  the 
second  quarter,  when  they 
pulled  back  an  11-point  deficit 
to  lead  35-34  two  minutes  be- 
fore half-time,  hut  it  struggled  , 
thereafter.  The  Hungarians 
were  soon  65-48  up  on  the 
back  of  four  three-pointers 
from  Steve  McMahan. 

The  England  guard  Martin 
Gottfried  led  the  Towers’ 
scorers  with  17  points;  their 
American  forward  James 
Hamilton  added  15  and  their 
Italian  centre  Marco  Baldl 
had  11. 

• The  Birmingham  Bullets 
will  be  without  both  their 
American  mainstays  when 
they  visit  Bracknell  for  their 
National  Cup  semi-final 
against  toe  Thames  Valley 
Tigers  tonight  Nigel  Lloyd 
has  split  the  webbing  on  his 
hand  and  Tony  Dorsey  has 
bruised  a retina. 


Ski  Hotline 

The  latest  snow  and 

weather  reports  from  almost  J 

200  resorts  in  Europe  and 
North  America. 


By  phone,  call: 

0891  002  006 

By  fax,  call: 

Prom  the  handset  of  your  fax  machine) 

0897  500  636 

For  a full  list  of 

200+  resorts  and  codes,  call: 

0990  393  305 
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Sheikh  threatens  to  gallop  away,  page  1 3 
Lara  looks  to  the  main  prize,  page  15 


move 


Four  in  row  for  Cambridge, 


SportsGtoardian 


Uefa 


Third  round,  second  leg:  Aston  Villa  2,  Steaua  Bucharest  0 (aggregate  3-2) 

Milosevic  keeps  the  flag  flying 


blown  away 


Having  spent  most  or 
the  season  Linked 
with  various  moves 
to  the  Continent. 

Savo  Milosevic  helped  secure 
a European  passage  by  a dif- 
ferent route  last  night 
The  Yugoslav  striker’s  well- 
taken  goal  19  minutes  from 
time  virtually  conjured  vi- 
sions that  Aston  VQla  would 
provide  a British  presence  in 
the  quarter-finals  next 
March,  and  lan  Taylor’s  solo 
effort  on  the  break  five  min- 
utes from  time  made  certain. 

VjHa  had  started  the  night 
without  their  inspirational 
striker  Dwight  Yorke  who 
had  foiled  a noon  test  on  a calf 
injury. 

The  Villa  manager  Brian 
Little  had  hinted  that  he 
would  bring  in  a straight 
replacement  to  play  “in  the 
hole"  behind  the  two  main 
forwards.  But  in  the  event  he 
opted  for  early  caution  and 
the  dependable  if  uninspiring 
Simon  Grayson  found  himself 
retained  in  midfipid  despite 

the  return  after  a domestic 
ban  of  the  equally  workman- 
like Taylor. 

Villa's  need  to  keep  things 
tight  at  the  back  was  helped 
by  the  arrival  in  this  tie  of  the 
England  defender  Gareth 
Southgate,  who  missed  the 
away  leg  with  Injury,  and  the 
goalkeeper  Mark  Bosnlch, 
who  had  been  an  interna- 
tional duty  with  Australia. 

But  Villa  also  needed  to 
score  to  capitalise  on  their 
away  goal  in  the  first  leg,  and 
early  on  they  approached  this 
task  purposefully,  patiently 
and  with  a spirit  not  too  often 
seen  at  Villa  Park  this  season. 

Taylor  unleashed  one  vol- 
ley from  the  right  corner  of 

the  Steaua  area  which  Zoltan  _ 

Ritli  acrobatically  punched  Steaua  knees-up . . . the  Villa  striker  Stan  Collymore  holds  his  ground  against  the  centra 
aver.  Then  Valeriu  Rachita’s 

foul  on  Taylor  brought  a free-  dip  enough  and  hit  the  bar.  consistent  striker  picked  up  range  shot  which  Ritli  did 
kick  within  Steve  Staunton’s  As  if  stirred  by  this  sudden  the  ball  on  the  left  of  the  area  well  to  parry  away.  Three 
range  just  outside  the  area  on  flurry  of  chances,  Stan  Colly-  and  with  a sudden  change  of  minutes  later  Collymore  vol- 
the  right,  but  the  Ireland  de-  more  sprang  to  life.  On  21  pace  weaved  past  two  defend-  leyed  Mark  Draper’s  right- 
fender’s  curling  shot  failed  to  minutes  the  frustratmgly  in-  ers  before  unloading  a close-  wing  cross  over. 


graphical  link  between  dub 

and  flan.  A jO-ywrotetaDwwj 
is  now  more  likely  to  support 
Manchester  United  than  TVsr- 
When  digital  pay-per- 


Paul  Hayward 


PANORAMA  this  week 
declared  the  victory  of 
the  football  philistine', 
the  triumph  of  specu- 
lators over  spectators,  of 
bowler  over  bobble  hats. 
Lower-league  football,  the 
programme  implied.  Is  being 
cut  away  like  a gangrenous 

limb.  So  farewell  then,  plucky 

small-town  dub. 

The  theory  that  football  has 

been  htfacked  by  rapacious 
corporations  has  much  to  com- 
mend it  But  on  its  own  it  is  a 
little  too  reductionist  to  be  of 
much  use.  The  welfare  state, 
trade  unionism,  toe  MBS.  edu- 
cation and  even  the  City  itself 
have  all  undergone  seismic 
Social  change  over  toe  past  two 
decades.  It  was  profoundly  un- 
realistic to  expect  Saturday’s 
kids  and  toe  beautiful  game  to 
glide  forth  unchanged. 

Football  as  we  know  it  was 
established  in  the  early  years 
of  this  century.  Football  as  we 
are  about  to  see  it  is  being 
radically  reshaped  at  the  cen- 
tury s Fin  dr  sideband  all 

that.  Yet  these  really  are  the 
workings  of  a hundred-year 
cycle. 

Panorama’s  premise  was 
that  football  at  “the  grass 
roots"  is  being  starved  oftha 
television  money  gushing  into 
the  Premier  League  while  a 
group  of  around  20  predatory 
chairmen  make  vast  returns 
cm  modest  investments. 
English  schoolboys  are  chang- 
ing In  rotting  huts  and  playing 
on  mud-heaps.  When  the  hig 
dobs  talk  about  trickle-down 
economics,  the  theory  runs, 
what  they  really  mean  is  that 
the  lower  divisions  are  being 
sprayed  an  from  a great  height. 

Fans  ofDoncaster,  Brigh- 
ton, Portsmouth,  Bourne- 
mouth and  Oxford  would 
doubtless  agree.  But  the 
changes  are  for  more  complex 
than  a straightforward  con- 
spiracy theory  would  allow. 
Fewer  players  are  being 
bought  from  lower-league 
chibs  because  standards  at 
those  clubs  have  Sdlen  way 
behind  and  because  desperate 
chairmen  are  jacking  up 
transfer  fees  too  high.  Hardly 
any  of  the  Prem  iership’s  cur- 
rent stars  learnt  their  craft  in 
the  English  lower  leagues. 

A huge  cultural  force  is  at 
play.  Aggressive  marketing  by 
Premiership  dubs  and  spon- 
sors and  Mt  manufacturers  has 
eroded  the  traditional  gao- 


Steaua  knees-up . . . the  Villa  striker  Stan  Collymore  holds  his  ground  against  the  central  defender  Adrian  Mate! 


the  right,  but  toe  Ireland  de-  more  sprang  to  life.  On  21 
fender’s  curling  shot  foiled  to  minutes  the  frustratingly  in- 


SIEMENS 


pink  fluffy 


Draper  soon  found  himself 
in  an  identical  position  but 
his  header,  this  time  from 
Collymore’s  cross,  also  sailed 
over  the  bar. 

Rnsnich  hat'  hardly  been 
troubled  throughout  all  this 
attacking,  but  as  the  half 
drew  to  a dose  the  crowd 
started  to  give  vent  to  their 
growing  anxieties. 

Their  worries  deepened  just 
four  minutes  after  the  break 
when  Steaua  came  ominously 
close  to  the  away  goal  that 
would  have  killed  the  tie. 

The  Romanians’  veteran  in- 
ternational Marius  Lacatus 
quickly  fed  the  first-leg's 
double-scorer  Cristian  Cio- 
coiu  down  the  left  Though 
the  speed  of  the  break  allowed 
Ciocoiu  to  find  Darian  Mili- 
taru  unmarked  in  the  r ?s 
the  shot  was  too  close  to  Bos- 
nich  who  parried  it  away. 

Villa  came  back  impres- 
sively after  that  dose  shave, 


PHOTOGRAPH:  CUVE  BRUNSKU. 

though,  and  Ritli  did  superbly 
to  smother  Taylor's  down- 
ward header  by  the  post  Min- 
utes later  foe  lanky  mid- 
fielder shot  narrowly  over 
from  Milosevic's  pass. 

Little  threw  cm  the  teen- 
aged  forward  Lee  Hendrie  for 
Grayson  on  63  minutes  but  it 
was  foe  more  experienced  Mi- 
losevic who  brought  the 
35,000-strong  crowd  to  its  feet 
Collymore  had  just  seen  a 
chip  cleared  off  foe  line  when 
on  71  minutes  Staunton 
launched  a long  ball  forward 
from  inside  his  own  half  and 
the  striker's  leap  confused  foe 
defence.  The  ball  passed  to 
Milosevic  on  the  right  of  the 
area  and  h*  uis patched  it 

*W"  VBa  (3-5-2*  Bosnlem  Southgsta, 
S'  .union.  Ehlogu:  Cnarlaa,  Drapar 
■ r>.  >'an.  83min).  Taytor.  Grayson 
H-rndria.  63),  Wright:  Milosevic. 
vilymcre. 

Staaw  Puch»— t (3-&-2J*  MOi  Matat. 
Rachlta.  Calk;  Regtiacampl.  Milium. 
RQcartu.  Mumeanu.  mjic  Locate.  Oocotu. 
Mw  B Haynemann  (Oar). 


slippers! 
How  novel. 
And  with  a 
little  piggy 

motif  too. 
Super. 


£ 


4 This  Christmas,  get  to  Santa  before  he  gets  to  you.  Ask  for  the  new  Siemens  S10,  which  has  just  been 
voted  *e  Best  Business  Mobile  in  the  World  by  Connect  magazine  and  which  comes  with  10  hours 
££cr  talktime,  the  world's  first  colour  display  and  2 voice  memo  function, 


Talknofogy  from 


Siemens. 


o 

Since  Tony  Blair 
is  a polite  host, 
no  doubt  he 
avoided 

embarrassment 
by  steering  the 
conversation 
away  from  those 
areas  where  his 
guest had 
disgraced 
himself.  But, 
rather  like  Basil 
Fawtty  trying 
not  to  mention 
the  war,  he  must 
have  found  it 
hard  to  think  of 
anything  else  to 
talk  about. 
Francis  Wheen 
on  entertaining 
Mr  Kissinger 
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Across 


1 Low  centre  of  silence 
among  the  frightened  CD 
B Pipettors  eaten  aR  round 
(D 

9 Revolutionary  meantto  be 
an  artist  ® 

10  Dyed-in-the-wool 

conservative's  complaint) 
take  it  alt  back  (9) 

1*  Keegarfs  upset  about  a (not 
A)  heavenly  food  (5-4) 

12  Grocpfrist  answered  to 
Hastings® 

13  What  experience  does  to 
drink  with  companion® 

15  Run  up  bffls.  asking  no 
questions® 

18  Defiver  us  from  ruinous 
arms  production,  inducting 
Polaris  (4,5) 

19  Outofthebfedcstuffyou 
think  of  immaturity  (5} 


21  The  Old  Contemptibjes,  It 
appears,  are  suitable  (5) 

23  Armour  for  letters 

demanding  others?  (5-4)  - 
25  Name  of  one  Irreverent 
about  church  (9) 

25  Deception  from  Venice?® 

27  G3d  the  tetters  with 
pleasure  (7) 

28’  Immature  non-starters 
attempt  at  backing  In  (7) 

Down  

1 Agreement  economical  in 
space  (7) 

2 Get  (say)  a girt  that  can  hold 
liquor  (4-5) 

3 High-temperature,  hlgtv- 
altitude  transport  from  pub 
(5) 

4 Mother  to  people  In  hell?  (9) 

5 Second  income  from  smafl 
valley® 

6 The  fruit  of  disapproval  (9) 


.TViHl  A-i  i .v . 


next  century  foe  average  Ter- 
quay  teenager  will  probably  - 
rather  spend  £3  watching 
United  play  Arsenal  from  to 
camera  angles  than  ttto  stand 
to  a cowshed  watching  ptayen 
he  knows  to  be  no  good. 

In  the Victorian  and  Edwar- 
dian eras  football  grew  from 
foe  streets  and  tucked  itself  bx 
among  the  back-to-bacfcs.  NOW 
it  is  fleeing  to  thecity’s  edge. 
The  new  football  stadium  win 
be  foe  Sainsbury’s  of  modem 
sport,  with  families  heading 
out  to  foe  ring  road  via  the  . 
McDonald's  Drive- thru  and 
Esso  Mini-Mart. 

AH  part,  you  might  say,  of 
foe  wider  decline  oT commu- 
nity. of  the  effect  of  technol- 
ogy on  our  culture.  Huttu  « 
field.  Wolves,  Stoke, 
Northampton.  Sunderland 
and  Middlesbrough  have  bunt 
spanking  new  grounds.  But 
the  guff  between  foe  Premier- 
ship and  the  First  Division  U 
now  so  vast  that  promoted 
teams  almost  invariably  sink 
backdown.  The  Premiership 
was  well  named.  Beneath  It 
sploshes  a graveyard. 

Manchester  united  turn 
over  more  In  a week  than  10 
Third  Division  clubs  together 
manage  in  a year.  Football 
League-clubs  lose  £48  million 
a season  and  most  have  wage 
bins  that  exceed  two-foirdB  of 
thefr  income.  In  the  Thirf  Div- 
ision, loans  accounted  for  8? 
par  cent  of  the  dubs*  finance. 
All  this  comes  from  foe  latest 
Detoltte  & Touche  annual 
report 


Jk  T THE  top,  European 
#\  integration  races  an.  A 
Euro  sixper  league  is 
m worming.  British  bus!- 

nessman  are  buying  eastern 
European  dubs,  Juvantus  may 
take  a stake  in  Crystal  Palace. 
And  in  foe  pursuit  Of  elitism 
and  excellence,  schooiafoc*- 
ball —where,  let's  fiace  it  so 
many  bad  habits  are  instilled 
hy  wdl-meantagamataura — 

Is  under  assault  than  foe  FA’S 
regional  oentres  of  excellence 
and  the  growing  youth  acade- 
mies of  Manchester  United, 
Liverpool  and  Arsenal. 

So  much  has  been  lost  so 
much  galnetLDrowned  by  foe 
Tannoy -frenzy  of  foe  Premier 
ship  are  the  wails  from  smaftr 
town  England  as  perhaps 
dozens  of  clubs  shuffle  towards ; 
their  end.  It  is  fine  to  blame  it  . 
all  on  a greedy  cabal  at  the  top 
of  the  game,  but  that  leaves  too 
much  unsaid.  A disturbing 
truth  about  lower-league  foot- 
ball and  those who  control  it  is 
that  the  enemy  is  often  within. 
Ask  the  people  of  Doncaster. 


Martin  Thorp**  pan*  1 5 
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7 Welcoming  sound  to  the 
seedy?® 

8»20 1 and  my  husband  also 
provide  occasion  for  off 
drives  (6*1.7) 

14  Sinew  puts  hand  into  hat. 
where  it's  thrown® 

16  Article  eaten  by  feHow 
equestrian  is  a spicy  plant 

(9) 

17  Sailor  cut  out  to  be 

..  employed  by  Nelson?® 

18  Tick  off  winning  band  p? 

20  Sees 

22  Calf-tove  maybe  having 
point  and  length® 

23  Don't  use  your  engine  by  the 
sea® 

24  Good  cUmb  by  the  French 
aristocrat® 

Solution  tomorrow 

® 8tucX?  Than  call  our  sotuteni  Bn* 

on  own  338  2M.  CM*  cost  50p 

par  irinirt*  at  *M  am*,  Bwtce  w 

pUadbyATS  . 
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